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There are many ways to get to Israel, and most of the
trips revolve around tourism. Going to Israel and

giving back to the land is a totally different trip, and the
JNF provides an opportunity for Jewish individuals 18-30
to go back to Israel for 1 week and work the land that has
given so much to the Jewish people. If anyone is
interested in going on this trip in the future feel free to
contact me, or just look up JNF Alternative Spring Break
on the internet. During this trip we planted trees, cleared
forests, painted bomb shelters, and had many informative
discussions on Israel. This was an incredible trip and I urge others to go.
This trip taught me that Israel needs our help and that through financial
donations, going to Israel and working, or just spreading awareness, one
can help improve the conditions in Israel. It is our responsibility as
American Jews to stay committed to Israel. Below I am providing a
summary of my trip.
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Good Job!

If God is just, then why do
good people suffer?

Rabbi Harold Kushner, author of When
Bad Things Happen to Good People,
says that it is because there are limits to
God’s power. God, in Rabbi Kushner’s
view, approaches suffering very much
the way a pulpit rabbi does: His
presence sometimes comforts the
bereaved and gives them strength, but
He is powerless to protect them from
misfortune.

Others, including many Orthodox Jews,
hold that every misfortune is a
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From the Rabbi’s Study...

punishment for human sin. This theory
has many advantages—it is internally
consistent and it preserves God’s
goodness and His omnipotence—but it
isn’t true.

The authors of the Bible knew that it
wasn’t true. Their counter-example is
found in the Book of Job.

Job suffers, and three of his friends try
to comfort him. They all advise him to
search his soul for things that he may
have done wrong. Job replies that he
hasn’t done anything wrong. At the end
of the book, a voice from heaven lets us
know that Job is right and his friends
are wrong.

In a previous HaKol article
from a few months ago, I

mentioned that our roof needed some
extensive repair work due to normal
wear and tear over time. If you’ve been
around the synagogue recently, you
may have noticed a great deal of
activity taking place. I am happy to
report that our fund raising efforts to
cover the cost of repairs were
successful, and as a result we were able
to move forward with the necessary
work. This was essential as leaks in the
building were becoming more frequent
and causing increasing damage to the
interior. By taking action now we
avoided much higher costs to the
synagogue later.

So, while this may be reason to
celebrate, does this take care of all of
our problems with our infrastructure?
Unfortunately, the answer is no because
we do have some other challenges.
These include our parking lot which is
long overdue for replacement, some
issues with our heating system and
plumbing. I won’t go too deeply into
details, but suffice it to say, building
upkeep and maintenance is not a one-
time event but a continuing effort that
must be planned and provided for,
perhaps more aggressively than we
have in the past. How do we go about
this?  That is something your Board and

I will be discussing over the near-term
and certainly in time for our next
budget cycle.

A very special thanks to Singles
Construction for their great work and
donation of some of the materials for
the roof repairs.

Now, I would be remiss if I didn’t
recognize the donors whose
contributions made the recent repairs
possible. First and foremost are Mark
Siegle and Manfred and Helen Lindow
who have provided the major share of
the funding for the project. Suffice it to
say, without their support the work
could not have gone forward as quickly
as it has. We all owe them our deepest
thanks and yasher koach.

Also, a number of other congregants
have donated to our roof fund
including: Len and Laurie Winner,
Chuck Zimmerman, Paul Glaser, Paul
and Barb Maring, Jerry and Rose
Goldstein, Michael and Marla Finger,
Herman and Marian Loeb, Ed and
Tina Wolf, Joe and Maureen
Rosenfeld, Herb and Medina Gross,
Ronald and Carole Burstein, Brad
Burker and Anita Hornung, Walter
and Fely Arnold, Jana and Bill
McFarlane and Rochelle Fosco. A
special thank you goes out to Dan
Marshall who has provided not only

A Message from Our President

material support but also the benefit of
untold number hours of his professional
time working with contractors and
helping oversee the work. He has
proven to be an invaluable resource.
I think the support all of these
individuals have provided may be
summarized in the Prayer for Those
Who Serve the Community,

“…those who give funds for heat and
light, and wine for Kiddush and
Havdalah, bread to the wayfarer and
charity to the poor; and all who
devotedly involve themselves with the
needs of this community”.

To me, Job is perhaps the most
Conservative book in the Bible. It
doesn’t say, like some to our right, that
all suffering derives from sin, and it
doesn’t say, like some to our left, that
God’s power or His goodness must be
compromised. God is affirmed, and life
is affirmed, and the suffering of the just
is acknowledged. Job still doesn’t
clearly tell us the true answer to our
question, but it does a wonderful job of
countering the false ones.

 



Torah School News
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Heroic couplets, iambic

pentameter, and apologies

to “Will” Shakespeare.

This school year is almost at an end,

And I’d be so remiss if I would send

Those people off who gave so much to us

Without some words that truly make a fuss.

You know the year takes so much work 

to do.

There are “magicians’ who make up 

our crew.

Let’s start with teachers – first and 

foremost here

Whose work makes all of us stand up 

and cheer.

Miss Wendy we all know is Wendy Barrash,

Whose preschool class is truly one 

we cherish.

And Tova Kaplan kindergarten teacher

Is also Bet Hebrew – a real feature!

Judi Schweinler rejoices in first grade,

Just look at all the projects they have made.

Adele Stein is in Alef and grade two,

Her singing songs is always bright and true.

Jessica Astrug teaches the third grade.

Creative days in there just never fade.

Aaron Wolfinsohn’s is the fourth 

grade crowd,

He makes those kids feel Jewish and 

be proud.

Marc Zemel teaches fifth and Alef, too,

With all the work they do the year just flew.

Wanda Pitzele’s class is the swell sixth grade,

And what she teaches them will never fade.

And then the seventh grade is at the top,

Marty Wolfinsohn just won’t let them stop

Learning about the things that he 

does choose

To keep reminding them that they are Jews.

Debbe Astrug Gimel Hebrew does teach,

And makes those kids speak out and 

really reach.

Kita Dalet and B’nai Mitzvah work

Are Rabbi Kohn – or is he Captain Kirk?

Saul Mariasis teaches Hebrew class

To our adults who've picked it up quite fast.

And then our aides who work at 

Torah School

Giving their time and help makes them 

so cool.

Emily Burker’s worked for three years now,

She leaves for college soon. I don’t 

know how

We’ll get along so well without her here.

We wish her well, God speed and give 

three cheers!

Another one who’s worked for many years

Is Shayna Stein, and as she leaves I fear

That we will feel her absence very strong,

But wish her well in that big college throng.

Rachel Pitzele, too, is on her own way

Those little kids will miss her every day.

Good luck to her in college as she learns,

And to her future brightly she will turn.

Sara Shankman also gives us so much

She’s sweet and has a great artistic touch.

But like the group she’s off to college, too.

So here’s to life for her so bright and new.

The others will return I think and hope

That they will be with us and help us cope.

There’s Molly Rosenfeld and Dori Stein,

They are both great and truly a rare find.

Jessica Shankman and Lucy Marshall

Are two to whom we have become 

so partial.

At Junior Congregation Lucy’s sung,

She’s been our hazzan and to her I’ve clung.

Deanna and Robyn Phelan came this year

And they have helped me so that it’s 

quite clear,

When they’re around so much we need 

gets done

With cheer and smiles and a great sense 

of fun.

The joy and love and cheer that these 

folks show

Gives Torah School a bright and happy glow.

Our year has been a busy one for sure.

Activities have been a lot and pure.

The Torah Scribe returned again to show

The students what they really have to know

About a sofer and what he must do

To write a Torah from the start all new.

We had some fun with Marilyn Price 

who came,

A puppeteer and storyteller of fame.

Naomi Bayer taught us dance and song.

With her we could not miss or do it wrong.

In Confirmation Class we still did strive

To learn about ourselves and Jewish life.

From death and marriage to anti-semitism,

We saw ourselves inside a giant prism.

Roddy Frankel told us about Israel.

With Gary Kenzer’s speech they did not fail

To let us know the facts and see what’s real,

To make us understand and truly feel.

Ideas from the Talmud were this year.

The quotes we used were meant to make 

life clear.

So many told us do all that we can

To make the world a better place for man.

This year of the parents was a success

As parents came to class to see the best.

They all worked side by side and had 

some fun

And learned some things before the day 

was done.

Parents came to our classes K through 10.

I do believe we will do this again!

We must say thanks to all those and the rest

W ho make our school rank with the 

very best.

Our young adult library is here to find

Thanks to the Schulmans who are very kind.

And the Men’s Club who help in many ways

Along with Sisterhood, it’s easier days.

And Bill McFarlane for us does so much.

He brings to school a special magic touch.

Zahava Raz our secretary fine

Who gives me help and great support 

and time.

Anita Hornung leads the school board.

These people are my umbilical cord.

I can’t imagine doing all we do

Without the help of people here like you.

As this year comes to a conclusion fast,

I hope the spirit of the year will last.

And as you think of all that’s been 

learned here,

I hope you give the staff and kids a cheer.

May summer break bring fun and 

laughter loud,

See you “next year” as we rejoin this crowd.

To be a great community so tight

That we just keep on getting it all right.

L’chaim,
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Sisterhood News

As we sit and write this column on
the last day of Passover, our hearts

are filled with warmth though frost
continues to blanket the ground over
night. The warmth is derived from the
strong sense of community that
surrounded us during this Passover, and
we would like to thank all who
contributed to making the holiday so
enjoyable.

Wanda Pitzele, thank you for directing
us in yet another wonderful craft. I’m
sure the Miriam’s cups looked beautiful
on each seder table.

Mia Fossa, thanks for publicizing the
craft day and planning/preparing the
luncheon preceding it.

Anita Hornung, your skill in planning
the community seder is unparalleled.
We are grateful that you chose to chair
this event for another year, and as
always, it was meaningful, delicious, and
beautiful.

Wanda Pitzele and Hillary Schneider,
thank you for developing and planning
the joint Hadassah/Sisterhood Seder. It
was wonderful to gather as women
(with one exception, Rabbi Kohn) to
recognize and tell the story of the
incredible women who played a critical
role in our exodus from Egypt. Many
thanks are also extended to Karen
Bender who was instrumental to
setting up for the event, Barb Sharf
who greeted everyone and Rabbi Kohn
who delivered a flawless rap rendition
of the Passover story.

Also, we wish to extend heartfelt
congratulations to our official
Sisterhood Executive Board of Officers
for 2007-2009. These dignified and
enthusiastic officials who will be
installed on Tuesday, June 5 include:

Co-Presidents: Rochelle Fosco and
Wanda Pitzele

Executive Vice President: Risa Cohen

Treasurer: Tina Wolf

Hospitality VPs: Wendy Barrash and
Kara Gauthier

Fundraising VPs: Sherry Wiesman and
Amy Fosco

Programming VPs: Mia Fossa and
Susan Robbins

Membership VPs: Barb Razowsky and
Deborah Stone

Financial Secretary: Adele Stein

Corresponding and Recording
Secretary: Jana McFarlane

Immediate Past Co-Presidents:
Sandi Phelan and Tina Wolf

Please remember to RSVP for the Torah
Fund dinner if you have not done so
already. The dairy, pot luck dinner and
informational gathering will be held on
Tuesday, May 8th at Tina Wolf’s home.
Please contact her if directions or
additional information are needed.

Save June 7 through 9 for Central
Region’s “Summertime Express”
Conference/Retreat at the Deerfield
Embassy Suites. Our very own Wanda
Pitzele is event co-chair, and it promises
to be an incredible weekend.

– Sandi Phelan and Tina Wolf,
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

Two Very Important
Wishes On 

The CKI Wish List
A As we were setting up for the

community Passover seder, we saw
that so many of our long tables are
just about done. In fact, we had to
use masking tape on a few of them to
hold down the edges, prevent
splinters, and cover the screws that
were used to fix the tables previously.
Soon we won’t be able to use these
tables. We truly could use new long
and round tables. There are now
large but lightweight ones that are
easy to move and set. You’ve
probably seen them. They’re white.
We’d love to either start a fund for the
eventual purchase of new lightweight
tables for the social hall or have
someone underwrite the purchase.
Please let us know.

A Matching couches for the library.
(The back pillows on one of the
couches are already torn away from
the frame.)  Please come take a look
at the color and size needed.

Thanks for your help and support.
These things only help to enhance 
our home.

milk AND Honey
• Israel was the first nation in the

world to adopt the Kimberly
process, an international
standard that certifies diamonds
as "conflict free." 

• According to industry officials,
Israel designed the airline
industry's most impenetrable
flight security. U. S. officials now
look to Israel for advice on how
to handle airborne security
threats.

More next month…

CKI BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT, Perry Pitzele

EXECUTIVE VP, Ira Fosco

Co-VPs/Sisterhood,
Sandi Phelan & Tina Wolf

VP/Education, Anita Hornung

RECORDING SECRETARY,
Carole Burstein

TREASURER, Marc Zemel

FINANCIAL SECRETARY,
Chuck Zimmerman 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT,
Paul Glaser
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CKI COMMITTEE
CHAIRPERSONS
ADULT EDUCATION - Barbara Sharf
BY-LAWS - Malcolm Morris
CEMETERY - Ben Rifken
ENDOWMENT - Charles Zimmerman
FUND RAISING - Anita Hornung (New Donor Tree)
HA KOL EDITOR - Ron Razowsky
HOUSE - Dan Marshall & Carl Schweinler
MEMBERSHIP - Dr. Joe Rosenfeld
PUBLICITY - Melinda Abrams and Marcie Monteith
RITUAL - Paul Glaser
SOCIAL ACTION - Sherry Wiesman, Fern Raben 

and Tina Wolf
YOUTH ACTIVITIES - Joe & Maureen Rosenfeld

To contact a Committee Chairperson,
call CKI at 847-741-5656

USY and Kadima News

April was a busy month for our youth
groups. USY held a new chapter

event: the Yeast Feast!  After 8 days of
matzah, we enjoyed Pizza at our Board
meeting. USY and Kadima held our last
joint event of the year – lunch and
bowling at Elgin Lanes. At the Regional
Siyum Ha Torah, CHUSY region USYers
dedicated the region's very own Torah.
CKI USY President Molly Rosenfeld
represented our chapter, and fulfilled
the mitzvah of writing a letter in the
scroll. Finally, the Regional USY held its
culminating event of the year, Kinnus, at
the Sheraton Northwest. Five of our CKI
members were in attendance.

This month, elections for USY officers
for 2007-2008 will be held at the May
Board meeting, May 7 at 8pm here at

CKI. All paid members from 8th-12th
grades are encouraged to attend and
VOTE!

On Sunday May 20, Kadima is hosting a
Last Day of Torah School party at Chuck
E. Cheese, and ALL grades of Torah
School are invited to attend.

Looking ahead to June, the annual USY
Shabbat will be held on Friday June 8 at
7:30pm. USY members will lead various
parts of the service. The entire
congregation is invited, and USY will be
hosting the oneg.

Please be in touch with any questions
or suggestions.

– Maureen Rosenfeld, Youth Chair
847-888-1950 or JustSayMo18@cs.com

Calling all kids!!!
WE WANT TO HELP FIX OUR

ROOF AND PARKING LOT.
WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

CKI needs our help. Kadima/USY
will be collecting your gently used
toys, games, electronics, CD’s, DVD’s,
dolls, anything that you or your
parents would like to donate. We
will be having a kids “garage” sale at
CKI on May 13, so you can shop, too.
Anything that is left will then be
transferred to a neighborhood
garage sale. The proceeds will go to
fixing our roof and parking lot. Any
monetary donations would also be
appreciated. Please have items
brought to CKI. Price them for us by
placing a sticker with the cost
directly on the item, but make sure
that it is reasonable, so that it will
sell. Put them on the stage in the
big box.

Thank you,
Ben Schillmoeller 
SATO Chair 

(847)426-0311 
(or e-mail my mom at
hankandet@sbcglobal.net)

It’s BACK!!
The “CKI SENIORS” 

Lox & Bagel Luncheon
Mark your calendar:

Tuesday, May 8
12:00 noon at CKI

RSVP to Phyllis Lesser 
(847) 741-8784 OR phyllisCKI@aol.com
Please respond DEFINITELY NO LATER THAN
Thursday, May 3.
Payment by cash or check at $8.00 per person
Please make check payable to “Cash”

Our hearty congratulations to...

REBECCA FISHMAN who is the 2007
silver medalist in her age group in the
Amateur Athletic Union’s district karate
competition. Rebecca will now
compete in regionals.

The Mazal Tov
Corner…

Changes for the Blue Book???
Contact Phyllis Lesser at

(847)741-8784 or
phyllisCKI@aol.com
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By Rabbi Jonathan Kohn

It’s clear from the Torah that the
Jewish day begins at sunset. Shabbat

begins a little bit early and ends a little
late, so that we can have twenty-five
hours of it, but on the whole sunset is
the time. The Torah says,“And there was
evening, and there was morning” at the
end of each of the working days of
creation, so it’s obvious that sunset is
when the day begins.

Or perhaps it’s not obvious. There’s
something strange about the Torah’s
phrase. Consider: if you were writing a
story about what happened on a
certain day, and you wanted to tell the
reader at what time the day began,
where would you put the information?
At the end of the story?  Or at the
beginning?

Let’s say that your story is about a night
watchman, whose day begins in the
evening. “It was evening, he went to
work, he came home, and it was
morning.” “He went to work, he came
home—and it was evening and it was
morning”?

Which makes more sense?

Now, when I was an undergraduate I
took up theater, and in my school
before you could do any real acting you
had to take a class in acting theory.
That’s how I found myself reading
articles by Constantin Stanislavski,
founder of the “method” school of
acting. At one point, I found Stanislavski
discussing the character of
Shakespeare’s Othello. In the article,
Stanislavski had
Othello all figured
out—to the point
where Stanislavski
was ready to
change a line in the
drama, because, he
figured, the original
line was something
that Othello would
never say.

Well, I thought,
Shakespeare’s
Othello did say it. If
Stanislavski wanted
to write his own
play with a
different Othello,
then fine, but if
you’re criticizing an author’s work then
you’ve really got to use the text that he

Please plan on joining our Sisterhood
women Tuesday, May 8, for our

Annual Torah Fund Dinner!  This year
we are convening at the home of Tina
Wolf. There will be invitations sent
through the mail, but, please, save the
date!!  We will do our enjoyable dairy
pot-luck meal, so get out your favorite
recipe and plan on joining us!

This year we will see the short video
called “The Tribe.” It is an unorthodox,
unauthorized history of the Jewish
people and the Barbie doll...in about
fifteen minutes. It is a film by Tiffany
Shlain. What can the most successful
doll on the planet show us about being
Jewish today?  Narrated by Peter
Coyote, the film mixes old school
narration with a new school visual style.

The video weaves together archival
footage, graphics, animation, Barbie
dioramas, and slam poetry to take
audiences on an electric ride through
the complex history of both the Barbie
doll and the Jewish people - from
Biblical times to present day. By tracing
Barbie’s history, the film sheds light on
what it means to be an American Jew in
the 21st Century.

This promises to be an enjoyable
evening of socializing, food (of course),
entertainment, and education!  
SAVE THE DATE: TUESDAY, MAY 8, 2007

Sincerely,
Cheryl Stanczak
CKI Sisterhood Torah Fund Chair
Central Region Torah Fund V.P.

Annual Torah Fund Event

gives you and not make up your own.

The text that we have is the Torah. We
can’t say,“The Torah meant to say
something else, but it didn’t.” We have
to work as if the Torah meant to put
“evening and morning” at the end of
each day.

But if we do that, and follow it through,
then we see that it all works out. Let’s

go back to our
night watchman,
and this time
let’s give him a
day job. What
happens now, in
order?  He goes
to work, he
comes home—
and then it’s
evening, and
then it’s
morning.

This makes
sense. If the day
begins in the
morning, then
God made light
in the beginning

of the first day, He did all the other
things that He did, and then it was
evening, and after that it was morning
again. One day.

Now, where does that leave us?  If the
day begins in the morning, then do we
have to change all our holidays?  Are we
supposed to light our Shabbat candles
now at sunrise, when we don’t need
them, and put our Chanukah candles in
the window at daybreak when no one
can see them?  How do we get around
the rule that the text is what it is and we
have to deal with it?

There’s a story at the Seminary of a
professor who managed to restore a
Biblical text. He had proven that the
Book of Isaiah as we have it contains an
error that was introduced in the
copying by a careless scribe. He had
proved that there was an error, what the
error was, how it came to be, and what
the original text looked like. And, as it
happened, the Isaiah text appeared in
the Haftara reading for one of the
Shabbatot.

A Measure of Time

“ ...Our classes and
our services here at
Kneseth Israel are also
Torah. Any time that
we have a Torah
discussion, that’s Torah
too. Our text has
grown very large over
the last thirty-five
hundred years..”

(continued on next page)

                                             



Food Pantry

The food supplies at the Crisis Center
are terribly depleted. Please bring non-
perishable food, diapers and health
supplies to CKI. Drop the items in the
food pantry, which is located to your
immediate right as you enter the shul
from the parking lot. The Social Action
Committee will deliver the items to
Crisis Center.

Unfortunately, there ARE hungry, even
here, within our community. The need
is great. Please help feed the hungry.
Please bring some items with you to the
food pantry every time you come to
shul (except on Shabbat or other
Jewish holidays).

Darfur

Please be aware of the horrible situation
in Darfur. Civilians continue to be killed
or displaced from their land and their
country. Aid workers from Doctors
Without Borders
(http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org
/), who have become the intended
targets of the Janjaweed militia,
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Social Action

Either by chance or by design, the
professor was granted the honor of
chanting that Haftara. He sang the
introductory Berakha, and when he got
to the point of the scribal error, he
chanted not the words in our Bibles but
the original, uncorrupted text that he
had restored. He finished with the
closing Berakhot, and then turned from
the Bima.

Up jumped another professor.“We have
just heard our colleague’s Haftara,” he
said. “Now we will hear Isaiah’s.” And he
proceeded to chant the Haftara all over
again, this time in its traditional form—
including the Berakhot invoking God’s
name before and after.

The message was clear. “You may be
right in your speculation, but your Bible
is not real. The real Bible is the one that
we have—not just the original text, but
also everything that has happened to it
since it first saw light. What once may
have been a scribal error is in our day a
sacred text. Who, after all, knows what
may have guided the scribe’s quill?  The
text in our hand is more real than the
text in your head.”

That’s the way it is with Torah too. The
Torah is more than the five books of
Moses. It is also everything that has
happened with those books from Sinai
until now. Our classes and our services
here at Kneseth Israel are also Torah.
Any time that we have a Torah
discussion, that’s Torah too. And so, yes,
we have to go according to our text, but
our text has grown very large over the
last thirty-five hundred years.

It includes in our day all the rabbinic
commentary that has made Judaism
what it is. That commentary discovers
various levels of meaning, and it affirms
adamantly that every one of those
levels is true. When we say that the
Torah begins the day in the morning,
we mean it. But that doesn’t mean that,
on a different level—a level that
developed over the ages—the day can’t
begin, for different purposes, in the
evening. After all, as we saw earlier, the
New Year in the autumn doesn’t erase
the New Year in the spring.

Honorable Menschen
And a big thank you to……..

WENDY BARRASH, HILLARY SCHNEIDER, and HANK SCHILLMOELLER for serving
as the Sunday morning bagel brunch hospitality “committee.” Their willingness to
help set up and clean up and their dedication kept the brunch possible.

SCOTT MILLER whose sound and computer trouble-shooting abilities keep us up
and functioning.

BILL McFARLANE, handyman extraordinaire, who continues to do all those repair
jobs that are needed to keep us going. Amazing what he knows how to do. Are you
for hire?

DAN MARSHALL who has actually become one with this building as he has gone so
many extra miles with contractors to repair the roof, deal with boiler problems, and
just handle other major building issues.

ANITA HORNUNG who, along with her helpers – SHERRY WIESMAN, FERN RABEN,
and AMY KAMMERMAN – put together another beautiful community Passover
seder.

continue to provide aid to displaced
persons in refugee camps in both the
Sudan and in Chad. The US Holocaust
Memorial Museum
(http://www.ushmm.org/) has a
sobering eyewitness pictorial account
as well as alerts, essays and educational
materials. An additional educational
resource is Darfur Peace and
Development
(http://darfurpeaceanddevelopment.or
g/home.php), which presents
educational information from a non-
sectarian and non-political perspective.
Learn how to effectively petition or
write to your congresspersons at:
http://www.savedarfur.org/content.

Still looking for additional ways to
become involved? Join an action
committee at:
http://www.savedarfur.org/page/group/
ThouShaltNotBeaBystander. Pick-up
Darfur handouts, which are available in
the Social Hall.

Fern Raben, Tina Wolf, and Sherry
Wiesman
Social Action Committee

(continued on page 8)
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On my first day in Israel, we landed and
traveled to our hostel in Jerusalem.
Here we lit the Shabbat candles, had
Shabbat dinner, had discussions on
Israel, and had an Oneg. This was the
first opportunity for our group to start
forming bonds that would allow us to
work together throughout the rest of
the trip. We shared stories, songs,
games, and came together as Jews for a
common purpose.

Saturday was another relaxing day due
to Shabbat. We had a discussion
service early in the morning, followed
by more discussions about the trip and
a walk through Jerusalem where we
saw the Supreme Court, Parliament, the
Foreign Ministry, and the Bank of Israel.
After Havdalah we went to the Western
Wall, and then spent the evening at Ben
Yahudah Street.

Sunday we woke early and prepared for
our first day of work. First, we traveled
to Modiin where we all planted a tree.
After planting the trees, we headed
north to Malkiya where we stayed for
the next three days. After a very basic
work orientation, we began our work in
the dirt. We were given saws and told
to cut down dead trees and trees that
were too close together. The other trees
we were told to prune in order to lessen
the chance of forest fires. We worked
for about 1.5 hours until sunset. At that
point we ventured to the Kibbutz. In
the evening we heard the story of a
woman who lived on the Kibbutz and
what it was like during the war. To put
this in perspective, you could see the
Lebanese border from the Kibbutz and
Hezbollah bunkers could also be seen.

Monday we rose early and embarked on
our longest day of work. My bus of 40
22-30 year olds worked in the same
forest from 9-4 with an hour break for
lunch. During this time we continued to
cut down trees and prune the healthy
ones. By the end of the day we had cut
down hundreds of trees, and the forest
looked incredible and healthy. We were
told that the work we did would have
taken the JNF 4 months, and that if we
did not come, it probably would not
have been done. Everyone worked
together, and it was an incredible
feeling to be working in the land of

Israel. Israel had done so much for the
Jewish people, and now I could finally
give back. That night we went to an
army base and heard stories from the
Lebanon war.

Tuesday morning my bus took a tour of
the border between Israel and Lebanon.
We were less than 5 feet away from the
border fence. We also toured the new
road that the JNF built to protect Israelis
from the war. The road was built into
the mountains to prevent the cars from
being hit by missiles. This road was paid
for entirely by the JNF, not the
government. Following the tour, we
proceeded to a Moshav where we
painted bomb shelters. These shelters
were disgusting, dirty, moldy, small, and
had pictures painted by children on the
walls. We cleaned and spent most of
our time professionally painting the
walls. After this, we went on a bike ride
in the Hula Valley. This was a beautiful
area that was the Jews first conquest
over nature in Israel. In 1950, just two
years after Israel became a state, the
Jewish people drained the swamp in
the Hula Valley. This took two years and
was considered an amazing
accomplishment. That night we went to
a local pub and listened to an up and
coming Israeli band.

Wednesday was our last day of work,
and we all wanted to do as much work
as possible. We got up early and
traveled to a different JNF forest.
Missiles hit this forest during the war,
and we had to cut down the dead trees
and prune the live ones. We worked on
a very steep hill with loose rocks
everywhere. When looking out into the
valleys, we could see Tsafat, which was
an extremely breathtaking view. We
worked for about 2 hours and
practically cleared the entire forest. By
the end of the two hours, everyone was
wiped and covered in dirt and soot.
Strangely, everyone wanted to keep
working, but they said we had another
activity planned. No matter how much
we worked or how tiring it was,
everyone wanted to keep working.
Giving back to Israel came so naturally,
and no matter how much we did
everyone wanted to do more. At this
point we had lunch and had our final

wrap up session. Everyone talked about
their favorite moments from the trip,
what it meant to them, and what would
happen after. What I found to be very
exciting was that everyone wanted to
spread awareness when they returned.
Be it through writing newspaper
articles, putting on presentations,
informing friends, or reminding anyone
you see how much Israel needs our
help. We did a great deal of work in a
week, but there is much more that
needs to be done. Sending money,
going to Israel and working, spreading
awareness are all great things. The main
thing to remember is that if everyone
does something, so much can get done.

After this discussion we went back to
Jerusalem, went to dinner overlooking
the old city, and went to sleep to
prepare for our flight home the next
day.

This was an amazing trip, and I
encourage members of CKI to attend
next year. If you are not able to go, I
encourage everyone to contribute to
Israel either financially or through
spreading awareness. Israel is a great
cause, and this is an amazing trip. If you
are 18-30, I strongly suggest looking
into this trip next year. No, it is not a
party on a beach, but it is a fulfilling
opportunity to give back to a land that
you all love.

– Brett Jacoby

Spring Break Trip to Israel
(cont’d from p. 1)

All this is clearly God’s work. One person
can write a commentary, but no one can
force later generations to accept it.
Even if he writes the best commentary
ever, he can’t guarantee that his
descendants won’t prefer a lesser one.
Whatever determines how Torah will
grow, it is a force beyond our feeble
power.

So yes, the Jewish day begins at sunset.
That’s Torah. The plain meaning of the
text might not say so, but on another
level of Torah it’s perfectly clear.

Our discussion continues next month,
and we’ll wrap up this topic then. It’s
about time!

A Measure of Time
(cont’d from p. 7)
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Parashat HaShavu’a – Weekly Torah Portions

May 5 Emor – Leviticus 23:23-24:23   
17 Iyar Haftarah: Ezekiel 44:15-31

May 12 B’Har-Bhukotai – Leviticus 27:1-27:34
24 Iyar Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19-17:14

May 19 B’Midbar – Numbers 3:14-4:20  
2 Sivan Haftarah: Hosea 2:1-22

The Torah and Haftorah is also read on Shavuot:
May 23 Torah: Exodus 19:1-20:23
6 Sivan Maftir: Numbers 28:26-31; Haftarah: Ezekiel 1:1-28; 3:12

May 24 Torah: Deuteronomy 15:19-16:17
7 Sivan Maftir: Numbers 28:26-31; Haftarah: Habakuk 3:1-19

May 26 Naso – Numbers  7:1-7:89  
9 Sivan Haftarah: Judges 13:2-25

HAFTORAH HELPERS WANTED

One of the highlights of a Bar or Bat
Mitzvah is the chanting of the Haftorah
(a selection from the prophetic books of
the Bible) by the celebrant. CKI has
always prided itself on an excellent
education program, including first-rate
instruction on the skills necessary to
sing Trope and chant Haftorah. It
would, therefore, be a shame for those
skills to simply evaporate due to lack 
of use.

Those of you who attend Shabbat
mornings with any regularity will know
that we at CKI are blessed to have Saul
Mariasis and Jeff Rifken, who are able
to chant Haftorah at a moment’s notice.
But if I can be so bold as to speak for
both gentlemen, I am sure they would
both be happy to permit others the
mitzvah of chanting the Haftorah
(assuming, of course, there isn’t already

a Bar or Bat Mitzvah scheduled for that
Shabbat).

If your son or daughter is ready, willing,
and able to reprise their presentation of
their Bar/Bat Mitzvah Haftorah when
that portion comes around on a
Shabbat morning anytime during the
year, please feel free to contact me
ahead of time. For that matter, if you
would like to shake out the old
cobwebs and chant your portion from
way back on your own Bar or bat
Mitzvah, I’d love to hear from you. My
own portion, D’Varim, falls this year on
July 21. I’ve been fortunate to be able
to take the bimah to chant my portion
for the past two years, and, G-d willing,
I hope to do so again this year. Unless,
of course, that’s your portion. Then we
can go rock-paper-scissors to see who
does it.

– Paul Glaser, Ritual Chair

Ritually Speaking
REMEMBER! 

YIZKOR 
THURSDAY MAY 24,

8:30 a.m.

In observance of
Shavuot, a yizkor

service will be held
on Thursday

morning, May 24,
from 8:30 to 9:30.

Please join Eddie and me 
to celebrate the Sabbath 
and my special birthday 

on 
Friday night, May 18.  

We look forward to seeing 
old friends, new friends
and friends we haven't 

met yet. 
We will join together at the
Oneg for some goodies and

champagne punch.  
We love seeing the kids so

bring them along.

Pearle Brody

• • • MARK YOUR CALENDAR! • • •

Annual Congregational Meeting
Tuesday, May 15 at 7:30 p.m.

We will be electing officers and at-large Board members.
Please make every effort to attend.

                                                                                                    



I/We would like to make a donation to 
the following CKI fund:

Fund: _______________________________________________

Name: ______________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________

Amount Enclosed: $ ___________________________________

Please indicate h In Honor of

h In Memory of

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Make your check payable to:      Congregation Kneseth Israel

330 Division Street, Elgin IL 60120

Donation Information

10

Consider a gift to the Congregation Kneseth Israel Endowment Fund through one
of our income for life plans:

CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUSTS in which you transfer funds into a trust or mutual
fund that pays you income.

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES in which you purchase an annuity and receive income.

All have significant tax advantages.

For further information, please call or write:

Charles Zimmerman, Chairman, phone 847-741-5656
Congregation Kneseth Israel Endowment Fund, 330 Division Street, Elgin, IL 60120

May Birthdays

1 Marian Loeb

1 Herbert Gross

1 Medina Gross

1 Carlee Fosco

2 Burton Friedman

2 Michael Goldberg

2 Mark Rosenfeld

3 Robert Cox

3 Nina Finn

4 Samuel Hillman

5 Molly Rosenfeld

7 Sophia Kohn

9 Carl Schweinler

9 Saul Mariasis

11 Wendy Shankman

11 Christopher Miller

11 Leonard Kofkin

13 Don Fields

14 Perry Pitzele

15 Jordana Wolfinsohn 

16 Micah Fogel

17 Wendy Barrash

18 Jerrold Goozh

18 Jennifer Fogel

19 Samuel Evans

20 Richard Zeoli

20 Sandy Rifken

21 Risa Cohen

23 Diane Agins

24 Albert Bender

24 Emily Burker

24 Patrick Finn

24 Terry Morris

28 Cory Jacoby

29 Rabbi Jonathan Kohn

31 David Seigle

31 Blossom Wohl

31 Jonathan Glaser

1 Malcolm & Terry Morris

5 Clarissa & William Guralnick

28 Milton & Dorothy Perlman

May
Anniversaries

Special Funds
The following funds are available for your generous donations:

Seltzer Music & Cultural Arts Endowment Fund – Jewish cultural 
enrichment programs

CKI Education Fund – Support Torah School
Clara Wechter Education Fund – Support Torah School
Endowment Fund – See the President
General Fund – For multi-purpose use
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund – Needs decided by Rabbi
Lee Miller Book Fund – New books for Library
Lillian Roth Scholarship Fund – See the President
Major Gifts – $5,000 and up. See the President
Memorial Plaques – $300.00
Prayer Book Fund – Siddur is $25; Chumash is $60
Shalom Academy – Pre-school Jewish Education
Simon C. & Ruth L. Kaplan Torah Fund – Repair of Torah scrolls
Sisterhood Flower Fund – Pulpit flowers
Sisterhood Vision Fund – Large-type Siddur $50
Tree of Life – Leaf is $100; Rock is $1,000
USY/Kadima Youth Group – Support for programs for our United Synagogue Youth
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Here are some incredible programs
from JUF and TOV – JUF Volunteer

Network to help our Jewish teens have
a summer that will go from the ordinary
to the extraordinary.

Voices: The Teen Giving Circle

For 9th – 12th graders

Connect with teens from around the
Chicagoland area who want to make a
difference in the world. You will learn
about philanthropy and grant making
and discuss issues of social justice at
monthly meetings. Operating as a real
foundation board, you will set your
goals, develop grant guidelines, and
request proposals for unique programs
form organizations around Chicago, the
U.S., and the world. You will work
together to allocate at least $25,000
toward the organizations of your
choice.

Kolot: The Israel-Centered Teen
Giving Circle

For 10th – 12th graders

Meet with local teens and your peers
from Israel as you learn about

philanthropy, grant making, and Israeli
society. This program models Voices
and, in addition, you travel to Israel on a
fact-finding mission over winter break.
Your Israeli peers will then travel to
Chicago in the spring. Together you will
allocate at least $25,000 to the Israeli
organizations of your choice.

Write On for Israel

For 11th graders

Do you love Israel and journalism?
Meet new friends as you explore Israeli
history and politics and gain hands-on
experience in the writing and public
speaking skills required to advocate for
Israel. You will travel to Israel in June on
a unique 10-day seminar that will
connect you to Israeli media and
political leaders. This two-year program
includes professional level mentoring
and specialized internships in the
Jewish community.

For more information about any of
these programs, visit www.juf.org/teens
or contact representatives at
teens@juf.org  

Get Involved and Make A Difference!
Opportunities for Our Teens

Camp TOV

For incoming 8th – 10th graders

Spend a week at JUF’s Camp TOV. This
unique social action “day camp on
wheels” lets teens make a difference by
volunteering and doing various hands-
on tikkun olam activities. Participants
will visit different social service agencies
and discuss a variety of topics such as
homelessness, poverty, hunger and
environmental issues.

Camp TOV will have two one-week
sessions. The first will run from August
6 through August 10. The second will
run from August 13 through August 17.
Daily programming will begin at 9:45
a.m. and conclude at approximately
3:00 p.m. Travel time from drop off /
pick up points will vary based on
location and daily schedule.

Cost: $200 per camper per week
includes transportation, lunch, snacks
and programming.

For more information on Camp TOV or
to request an application, call the TOV
Hotline at (312) 357-4762.

Please join us at two very special events!
Come and honor our 2007 confirmands – 

Ethan Finn, Marlee Gauthier, Deanna Phelan, Robyn Phelan,
Dori Stein, and Brittany Zeoli

at the Confirmation Graduation Dinner
Monday evening, May 22nd at 6:00 p.m.

For cost and reservations, please call the office.

Come celebrate and wish mazel tov to our 2007 high school graduates before they leave for
college at our annual Lekh Lekah – “Going Forth” – Service on Friday evening, June 1st.

An oneg in honor of these students will follow the service:
Emily Burker, Patrick Finn, Sydney Merdinger, Rachel Pitzele, Sara Shankman,

Shayna Stein, and Nikki Zeoli.

                           



Apr 28 May 1 Phyllis Mirkin

Apr 28 May 1 Sarah Ableman*

Apr 28 May 3 Lyle L. Miller

Apr 28 May 3 Emil Simon*

Apr 28 May 4 Molly Morris

Apr 28 May 4 Bert Sigal

Apr 28 May 4 Betty Schaffner

Apr 28 May 4 Diana Weisner*

May 5 May 6 Henry Harris*

May 5 May 6 Albert Goodman*

May 5 May 6 Seymour Salstone*

May 5 May 8 Frank Podolsky*

May 5 May 8 Abraham Wohl*

May 5 May 9 Herman Goldstein*

May 5 May 9 Anne Mell*

May 5 May 10 Sarah Rosengarden*

May 5 May 11 Anna Kowitz*

May 5 May 11 Bessie Fisher*

May 12 May 12 Sam Goldman*

May 12 May 15 Gladys Fox

May 12 May 15 Jack Lisagor*

May 12 May 15 Bella Goldman

May 12 May 17 Rose Sohn

May 12 May 17 Edith J. Mendel*

May 12 May 17 Jenny Brazner*

May 12 May 18 Norton T. Burstein*

May 19 May 19 Melvin Frisch

May 19 May 20 Sarah Stern*

May 19 May 20 Allen Mintzer

May 19 May 21 Abraham Brody*

May 19 May 22 William Goldstein*

May 19 May 22 Joseph Polis*

Yahrtzeiten

We recall with loving memory those whose yahrtzeiten are commemorated
during the coming weeks, and those whose names are read in the 
Synagogue at Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services 
during the month of May. It is appropriate for members of their 
families to be present when these names are read.

There are two dates listed above on our yahrtzeit list.
The first is the day of the service at which the name are read.
The second is the actual date of the yahrtzeit, and memorial
candles should be lit on the preceding evening. An asterisk after
a name indicates that a plaque is affixed to the Memorial Tablet.

KINDLE THE SHABBAT CANDLES

May 4 ................7:34 PM
May 11..............7:41 PM
May 18..............7:48 PM
May 25..............7:55 PM

12

May 19 May 23 Capt. Bernard Sohn*

May 19 May 24 Isaac Cohien*

May 19 May 24 Max Fishman*

May 19 May 25 Beatrice Feldman

May 19 May 25 Morris Hartzman*

May 26 May 26 Morris Rosengarden*

May 26 May 26 Marcia Rothschild

May 26 May 26 David Abraham Nerove*

May 26 May 26 Maurice Hymen*

May 26 May 26 Harry A. Jaffe*

May 26 May 27 Rose Meza

May 26 May 29 Sidney Kramer*

May 26 May 31 Rhoda Myrent

May 26 May 31 Rose I. Schwartz*

May 26 May 31 Richard Kenneth Johnson

May 26 Jun 1 Sarah Dinah Mell*

May 26 Jun 1 Edward Simon*

May 26 Jun 1 Gertrude Winner*

NOTE: Shabbat ends one (1) hour after 

candlelighting time on Saturday night.
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Generous Donations
GENERAL FUND
In honor of Lisa Gerlach’s Bat Mitzvah

Tina & Emily Strout
Mishaberach for Anne Schneider
Wilson

Anna Gilbert
Speedy Recovery to Herb Friend

The Bachrach/Marshall Family

GENERAL FUND FOR ROOF AND
REPAIRS

Carole & Ron Burstein
Marla & Michael Finger
Lynn & Paul Glaser
Mark & Robin Seigle
Manny & Helen Lindow
Chuck & Nancy Zimmerman
Adrienne & Gerald Himmelfarb

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Selling of Chameitz

Marsha & Michael Schwartz
Tina & Ed Wolf
Sherry Wiesman
Ramona & Don Fields

CKI EDUCATION FUND
In honor of all the students and
parents who gave their time and
spirit to make our Purim
extravaganza a great success.

Ron Raben
In honor of Fern & Ron Raben’s 42nd
anniversary

Lisa & Dan Schulman
To Al Zeman, our thoughts and
prayers are with you

Fern & Ron Raben
To Herb Friend, our thoughts and
prayers are with you

Fern & Ron Raben
To Irv Durchslag – thinking of you

Fern & Ron Raben

Acknowledgements

PASSOVER DONATIONS
In memory of Michelle Diane Fosco

Rochelle Fosco
In memory of Pierce & Iris Richberg

Jana, Bill, & Jacob McFarlane
In loving memory of Ted Garson &
Mar Garson

Teddi, Morgan, Cheryl & Richard
Stanczak

Thank you to Katherine Guzman for
her generous Passover donation

Anita Hornung
Thank you Amy Kammerman, Sherry
Wiesman, Ron and Fern Raben for
time and smiles

Anita Hornung
In Memory of Betty Novak

Dorothy and Milt Perlman
In memory of Bobby Rosengarten

Dorothy and Milt Perlman

In Our Family

We Send You To Hebrew
School Because ...

• Because Hebrew School is just as
important, and in some ways may be
more important, than public school.

• Because you are so fortunate that
there is a State of Israel in your
lifetime, and going to Hebrew School
is a great way to strengthen your
connection to Israel and to the
Israelis—by learning the history, songs,
and stories of our homeland and its
people.

More next month…

HAMAKOM YENAHEIM ETKHEM –
CONDOLENCES

The congregation expresses
condolences to the family of Harold
Slutsky, brother of Shirley Friedman

May God comfort you and may his
memory be a blessing

R’FUAH SH’LEIMAH – GET WELL

Fern Raben Sherry Wiesman
Ben Rifken Sarah Haffron
Rose Goldstein Shirley Friedman
Lisa Schulman Irv Durchslag
Sarah Frisch Herman Loeb
Al Zeman Herb Friend
Roselle McLaughlin Ashkenaz

May God have mercy upon you and
others who are ill among the people 
of Israel..

GET WELL to Herb Friend and a fast recuperation after
having hip surgery in April!

A A A
Marty and Merle Wolfinsohn are now proud grandparents to
Mason, born March 11. His parents are their daughter Jordana
and her husband Tom.

Our students were enthralled with the
demonstration given by the Torah scribe, Rabbi
Schur, above.
Below, Dr. Roddy Frankel lectures on the reality
of modern anti-semitism.

Photos by Herb Gross

                                                                  



CONGREGATION
KNESETH ISRAEL

330 Division Street
Elgin, Illinois 
60120-5685

Return Service Requested

May 2007

FIRST CLASS MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE

P A I D
PERMIT No. 531
ELGIN, IL 60120

1 CKI Board Meeting 7:30 pm

4 Ima & Me 10:30 am

6 Walk with Israel/Regular Attendance School Day
Buses leave at   9:15 am

Congregation Etz Chaim – Lombard, IL

7 Confirmation Class 6:30 pm
USY Board Meeting & Elections 8:00 pm

8 Torah Fund Potluck Dinner 7:00 pm
at the home of Tina Wolf
Judaism 101 7:30 pm

10 ORDER FUNDABILITY CERTIFICATES

11 Ima & Me 10:30 am

13 Mothers Day
USY/Kadima Kids’ Garage Sale

15 CKI Congregational Meeting & Elections 7:30 pm

Shabbat Services: Friday evenings 7:30 pm
Saturday mornings 9:30 am

16  Last Wednesday Hebrew School
Pick-up cookie dough!

17 PICK UP FUNDABILITY CERTIFICATES

18 Ima & Me 10:30 am
Oneg after Friday evening service hosted 
by Ed & Pearl Brody

20 Last Day Torah School - Group school picture!
Kadima “Last Day of School” Party noon

21 Confirmation Dinner & Graduation 6:00 pm

22 EREV SHAVUOT

23 SHAVUOT

24 SHAVUOT – YIZKOR SERVICE 8:30-9:30 am

28 Memorial Day – Office closed

29 Judaism 101 7:30 pm

Drs. Albert & Frieda Simon Adult Study Group
Sunday mornings 10:00 AM

                                           


