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Elgin, Illinois 60120 

Ph: 847.741.5656 

Fax: 847.741.5924 Cheshvan—Kislev 

November 2021 

There is a time for everything.” 
Even a return to Central 

Standard Time. Be careful out there as 
this is the darkest month of the year 
with sunset and candle lighting really 
early. Friday, November 26th candle 
lighting is 4:06 in Elgin.  The darkness 
can be really tough on people. Getting 
outside, when it is light, can help.  
People’s working schedules can make 
that difficult. Seasonal Affective  
Disorder is a real thing. However,  
surprising to me, there are more car 
accidents and heart attacks in the two 
weeks after springing forward to  

Daylight Savings Time.  

Into this dark mix, particularly this 
year, comes Chanukah. Chanukah 
starts the Sunday of Thanksgiving 
Weekend. Chanukah is an opportunity 
to rededicate ourselves. To bring light. 
To be the light. The rabbis of the  
Talmud debated how to light the 
chanukiah. Should we start with eight 
lights and reduce by one each night? 
Or should we start with one and add a 
new one each night? The Talmudic 
decision was to add a new one each 

From the Rabbi ’s Study 

 

It is November already; I 
don’t know where the  
time goes!  The days are  

growing shorter with dark mornings 
and dark evenings.  Colder weather is 
creeping in.  It is time for us to seek 
warmth and light.  We look to our  
community for the warmth that comes 
with gathering.  Shabbat services, Java 
& Jews, educational offerings, the  
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service and 
Hanukah Bazaar warm our spirits. It is 
comforting as we prepare for winter, 
that our CKI community is there for  
camaraderie and to lend support.  Just 
as the days grow glum, the candles of 

Hanukah will be there to provide a  
happy glow. 

On a personal note, I want to thank all 
of you for several things.  Many of you 
know that I have been helping a family 
member who is “battling” a serious  
illness. I appreciate your tolerance when 
I have been distracted by the situation.  I 
am thankful to those of you who 
stepped up to fill in gaps, allowing me 
to provide care without worrying about 
impacting CKI.  Lastly, I want you to 
know how grateful I am to those of you 
who come to services properly masked 
and have submitted your vaccination 

President ’s Message  

 

In this issue 

• Board Chairs 3   •   Ritually Speaking 9 

• Donations  4   •   Torah School 11 

• Birthdays 5   •  How to Donate 12 

• Parashat 5   •  Chanukah Bazaar 13 

• Hadassah 6    •   Acts of Chesed  15 

• Yahrzeits 7                 •  Calendar 19  
 

RABBI MARGARET  FRISCH KLEIN                  ROBIN COYNE, President 
rabbi@ckielgin.org                     robincoyne@outlook.com 

HEATHER BAUMANN WEISER, Director of Education          PEG LEHMAN, Office Manager 
cki.educator@gmail.com                  cki@ckielgin.org 
 

                               continued on page 2 

                   continued on page 3 



2 

night so that as the light increases, 
our joy increases.   

I am grateful for the light. We often 
add a new light to our Chanukah 
shopping list. I am grateful for heat 
and light and warmth in our homes 
and our Beit Knesset, our “House of 
Assembly,” our synagogue. I am 
grateful for the people who provide 
those things. I am grateful for each of 
you. This year I am again grateful for 
all our frontline workers. And the 
entire team of research scientists, 
doctors, and nurses who offer skilled 
and compassionate care. 

The rabbis of the Talmud also tell us 
to recite 100 blessings each day. We 
often ask the kids what they are 
grateful for. We know that creating 
an attitude of gratitude helps our 
mental health. It definitely improves 
my mood, and the science of  
gratitude supports that feeling: 
https://www.heysigmund.com/the-
science-of-gratitude/    

Sometimes those are little things...a 
steaming mug of coffee on a cold, fall 
day. Or the big things...still waking up 
in the morning next to Simon, having 
a job, enough food to share, the  
ability to read and write… I often  
engage in a Facebook exercise to 
name something I am grateful for 
each day in November. I intend to do 
that again this year. I invite you to join 
me.  

The Coalition of Elgin Religious  
Leaders will once again be online on 
November 21st for Elgin’s Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service. Part of that will  
include an exercise where some of 
our children, from many diverse  
religious traditions will light a candle 
and say, “I am thankful for...” then 
“pass” the light to the next person. I 
always find this service one of the 
most meaningful of the year. And this 
will combine gratitude and light.  
Perfect this month.  

 Remember to be the light. Be kind. 
Be a mensch. From our house to 
yours...Happy Thanksgiving and  
Happy Chanukah! 
 
      —Rabbi Margaret Frisch Klein 

 
Welcoming a Child into the Covenant. 
Brit Milah and Baby Namings 

When Abraham accepted the  
covenant, the promise of G-d to make 
his legacy as numerous as the stars 
of the sky and the sands of the sea, 
he circumcised himself and all the 
male members of his household. In 
fact the Hebrew for making a  
covenant is really “to cut a covenant.” 
Since that time, Jews have  
circumcised baby boys on the 8th day 
(unless there is a medical reason not 
to do so). 

The ceremony is brief. It typically 
takes place in the morning, at the 
family’s home, the synagogue or the 
hospital. It includes some readings 
and prayers, maybe some wine and 
candles, symbolic of Shabbat, and a 
brief surgery by a mohel, either  
spiritual leader specially trained or 
physician.  A grandparent may be 
selected for the special honor of  
holding the baby. A special chair is 
designated as “Elijah’s Chair.” And 
then when it is over, the baby is 
swaddled and handed back to his 
mother. And of course, then there is 
the celebratory party that follows, a 
chance to ooh and ahh over the new 
baby and congratulate the parents. 

For girls, there wasn’t much that  
happened. The father would go to 
shul on the Shabbat after the baby 
was born, offer a misheberach for his 
wife’s health and announce the new 
girl’s name as part of the Torah  
service.  

Fast forward to the 1970s. People 
began designing new ceremonies to 

welcome girls into the covenant as 
well. Sometimes called a Simchat  
Bat (Joy/Celebration of the Daughter) 
or Brit Bat (Covenant of the  
Daughter).  This has become an  
opportunity to be creative in our  
liturgy because there is no set,  
required one.  My own daughter was 
named at home on the 8th day (she 
slept through that one) and in the 
synagogue on the 30th day. Elements 
can parallel the boy’s Brit Milah  
ceremony or focus on the more  
feminine aspects.  In both cases a 
Hebrew name may be proclaimed, 
and the parents may tell the story of 
why this particular name was chosen.  

The hopes and dreams of the new 
parents are palpable as is their  
nervousness. 

An important footnote. These days 
there is also a new trend in America. 
Many Jewish families are choosing 
not to circumcise their boys. There 
are many varied reasons for that and 
instead they just welcome their child 
into the covenant with a baby naming 
ceremony.  This is an important  
ongoing discussion.  

   From the Rabbi’s Study... 

 
 

To reach the Rabbi  
please call her cell number:  

978-590-8268. 
If there is an illness in the family  
or the loss of a loved one, please 

call CKI  
@ 847-741-5656 
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CKI BOARD MEMBERS 
President – Robin Coyne 

Immediate Past President – Risa Cohen 
Executive Vice-President – (available) 

VP Ritual —Gene Lindow 
Treasurer – Charlie Neuman 

Financial Secretary – Sandi Phelan 
Recording Secretary – Barb Edelstein 

VP of Education – (available) 
 

CKI COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
Adult Education – (available) 

Bylaws – Rachel Newby 
Cemetery – Dick Johnson 

CKI Cares – Karen & Al Bender 
Director of Education – Heather Weiser 

Fundraising – (available) 
HaKol Editor – Peg Lehman 

CKI Music Director – Stewart Levin 

House Manager – Brock Friedman 
Keruv – (available) 

Kitchen – (available) 
Membership –  Dick Johnson 

Publicity – Brad Burker 
Roth Scholarship – Maureen Manning 

Tikkun Olam – (available) 
Vision – (available) 

Youth Activities – (available) 
 

To contact, call CKI at 847-741-5656 

  

CKI Office Hours 
 

The CKI building is now open, and 
Peg is back in the office. 

If you need to reach the office, please call 
847-741-5656 during office hours, which are: 

Monday—Friday:   
10:30 AM – 3:30 PM 

 
IMPORTANT REMINDER:  

When writing a check, please make it  
payable to  

Congregation Kneseth Israel, NOT CKI as 
the bank does not recognize CKI.  Please 

 note in the memo line what  
the money is for.     

Thank you! 
 

        Tuesday, November 2nd 9:00 am  
      

  In person at Arabica, 59 Douglas St., and on Zoom.    
  Check your email or contact Rabbi Margaret: 
  rabbi@ckielgin.org  for more information.  

  President’s Message cont. 

cards.  This has given me peace of mind, knowing 
that I can attend CKI activities without undo worry 
that I will bring COVID home to someone who is 
very vulnerable.  

Please stay safe, healthy, happy and look for things 
to be joyful about! 
   

   —Robin Coyne 

mailto:rabbi@ckielgin.org
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Special Funds 
 

The following funds are available to receive your 
generous donations: 
 

• Clara Wechter Education Fund –  
Supports Torah School and Adult Ed  

• General Fund – For multi-purpose use  
• Jerome & Lillian Roth Scholarship Fund See the 

President. 
• Memorial Plaques – $300  
• CKI Youth  Fund – Supports programs for our 

synagogue youth  
• Prayer Book Fund – Siddur is $36;  

Chumash is $60  
• Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund – Needs  

decided by Rabbi  
• Seltzer Music & Cultural Arts Endowment Fund – 

Jewish cultural enrichment programs  
• Simon C. & Ruth L. Kaplan Torah Fund  

Repair of Torah scrolls  
• Sisterhood – Supports women’s group’s  

varous projects  
• Blossom Wohl Flower Fund – Pulpit flowers  
• Sisterhood Vision Fund – Large-type  

Siddur is $50  
• Tree of Life – Leaf $125; Rock $1,250 
•  Major Gifts – $5,000 and up. See the  
    President. 

GENERAL FUND  
Donations 
•  Douglas Bakley 
•  Rich Kruth 
 

In memory of William Sharf & Clara Wechter on their yahrzeits 
•  Dick & Sue Johnson 
 
 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In appreciation for Melissa and Jason’s Aufruf service 
•  Melissa Lindow 
 
 

CLARA WECHTER EDUCATION  FUND 
In honor of Maureen Manning being named Director of Elgin’s 
Community Crisis Center 
•  Brad Burker & Anita Hornung 
 

Generous Donations 

CKI Book Club Schedule 2021—2022 

Date Book Author Moderator Time 

September No discussion    

October 19 (Tues.) Zoom Hello Darkness My Old Friend S. Greenberg Deborah Arendt 10:30 am 

November 16 (Tues.) Zoom Florence Adler Swims Forever R. Beanland TBA 10:30 am 

December 21 (Tues.) Zoom The Light of Days J. Batalion Sue Johnson 10:30 am 

January 18 (Tues.) Zoom The Last Kings of Shanghai J. Kaufman Gareth Sitz 10:30 am 

February 15 (Tues.) Zoom 
The Adventures of the Peculiar 

Protocols 
N. Meyer Chuck Zimmerman 10:30 am 

March 15 (Tues.) Zoom Eternal L. Scottoline Judi Tepe 10:30 am 

April 19 (Tues.) Zoom The Lev Effect S. Greene Bob Protter 10:30 am 

May 17 (Tues.) Zoom The Nine G. Strauss Risa Cohen 10:30 am 

June 21 (Tues.) Zoom Sacred and Profane F. Kellerman Deborah Arendt 10:30 am 

July 19 (Tues.) Zoom Selection of new books   10:30 am 
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Nov 6 
2 Kislev 

Parshat Toledot—  

Genesis  25:19-

28:9 

Nov 13 
9 Kislev 

Parshat Vayetse— 

Genesis 28:10-

32:3 

Nov 20 
16 Kislev 

Parshat Vayishlah 

—Genesis 32:4-

36:43  

Nov 27 
23 Kislev 

Parshat Vayeshev 
—Genesis 37:1-

40:23 

Parashat HaShavu’a: 
Weekly Torah Portions 

Click the button to find us on 
Facebook 

Click the button to Donate or Pay 
Your Dues 

November Birthdays 

Michael Gantz Nov 1 

Annabelle Gomberg Nov 1 

Miryoung Wenz Nov 1 

Bob Kulefsky Nov 4 

Deborah Sternfeld Nov 5 

Arlene Bass Nov 7 

Gabriel Gonzalez  
Greenman Nov 9 

Jacob Bromet Nov 9 

Lisa Greenman Nov 9 

Jeff Gomberg Nov 10 

Matt Schwartz Nov 14 

Jodi Kastner Nov 14 

Zachary Bromet Nov 14 

Gareth Sitz Nov 16 

Raul Aron Nov 18 

Mindi Schwartz Nov 20 

Lisa G. Wohl Nov 22 

Jordana Salinas Nov 22 

Jean Suerth Nov 23 

Emma Bromet Nov 25 

Sandi Phelan Nov 25 

Ross Jacobs Nov 26 

Brad Epstein Nov 28 

Bob & Nancy Protter Nov 5 

Paul & Randi Miller Nov 8 

Myron & Charlene Goldman Nov 26  

Eugene & Supriya Klionsky Nov 27 

November Anniversaries 

https://www.facebook.com/ckielgin
http://www.ckielgin.org/donations--dues.html
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     Saving COVID-19 Patients Through Innovation 

The usual course of treatment in an 
intensive care unit (ICU) is receiving 
unconscious patients after an  
accident, surgery or terror attack, 
marking daily improvement and  
gradually bringing them back to  
consciousness. COVID-19 patients are 
180 degrees different,” says senior 
intensivist and anesthesiologist Dr. 
Rawhi Hashem. “Patients are awake 

and experi-
encing the 
beginning of 
breathing 
problems, 
and we have 
to prevent 
them from 
getting 
worse.  They 
see other  
patients on 

ventilators and panic, terrified that 
they will be next. They’re speaking to 
their loved ones on their cellphones 
and then, if their condition worsens, 
are no longer able to communicate.  
We always deal with challenging  
cases in the ICU, but there was a huge 
emotional toll trying to save the many 
COVID-19 patients.” 

The staff needed to improvise and 
come up with innovative ideas, for 
which Dr. Hashem is uniquely  
qualified because of his unusual  
educational background. He grew 
up in Nablus, the son of two  
elementary school teachers, and 
one of six children. When he  
graduated from high school in 1986, 
he wanted to study medicine, but 
there were no medical schools in the 
Palestinian areas. 

He couldn’t yet afford to study 
abroad, so he began a degree in  
electrical engineering at Birzeit  
University. Because of the unrest of 
the first intifada, the university closed 
and he switched to a local college to  
study architecture. Next, he was 
awarded a scholarship to study in the  
Ukraine, for which he needed to learn 

Russian. Nonetheless, he earned his  
medical degree and was one of five 
students from a class of 150 who 
graduated with the Red Diploma, the 
equivalent of Phi Beta Kappa. 

He wanted to continue and study 
gynecology there, but his father  
became ill. So newly minted Dr.  
Hashem returned to the Middle East 
to the English-language Islam  
Mohammad Massad Medical School 
in Jordan, with the intention of  
specializing in pediatrics. Instead, he 
was recruited by an American-trained 
cardiothoracic surgeon in Ramallah 
and sent to Hadassah Medical  
Organization (HMO) for six months of 
training in intensive care. Now he had 
to learn Hebrew. While at Hadassah 
Hospital he learned of a prestigious 
residency in anesthesiology. He was 
chosen and later completed a sub-
specialty in intensive care. A fellow 
Hadassah physician introduced him to 
his wife’s sister Liana, a PhD  
mathematician and school principal. 
They married two months after 
meeting, have four children and live 
in the Jerusalem neighborhood of Beit 
Hanina. 

Dr. Hashem has been a key physician 
at Hadassah Ein Kerem for 26 years, 
in charge of Total Parenteral Nutrition 
(TPN) for patients who can’t eat. His 
innovative thinking resulted in a  
manual method of turning heavy 
COVID-19 patients, using mattresses 
and blankets, forgoing the need for 
electronic lifts. “The initial pictures 
we had of COVID-19 patients from  
China showed skinny patients,” he 
says. “We had numerous overweight 

patients. Turning them onto their 
stomachs is essential for breathing, 
but you also need to prevent danger-
ous bed sores. Our low-tech methods 
can now be used in resource-
challenged countries like India.” 

A particularly moving case for him 
involved a 26-year-old new mom  
whose baby was delivered by C-
section. “The mom was in serious 
condition with COVID-19. Even after 
the C-section, we found a way to put 
her on her stomach, which prevented 
the need for a ventilator and heart-
lung machine.” 

He thinks back also to a 44-year-old 
woman who begged him to save her 
so her children wouldn’t be orphans. 
“I put her on a full-face CPAP (used 
for sleep apnea) and told her she had 
to help herself, too, by breathing into 
it non-stop no matter how hard it 
was. Thankfully, she made it.” 

Surgeons tell stories of the  
remarkable saves Dr. Hashem has 
made. “In the end,” he notes, 
“everything I learned in my different 
studies was valuable.” He is also an 
integral part of the team doing  

complex back surgery without 
general anesthesia with Dr. Josh 
Schroeder and Prof. José Cohen. 

Dr. Hashem concludes, “We aim 
to make life better for people in 
terrible pain when no one else 
will treat them. It’s easier to 
stand by and say there’s nothing 
we can do to help, but that’s not 
the Hadassah way.” 

 As featured in the 2020 Hadassah 
Annual Report, released in July 2021. 

Help make Hadassah’s life-saving  
research and treatment possible. 
Send a check to the Hadassah  
Midwest Region Office,  60 Revere 
Drive, Suite 800, Northbrook IL 
60062, or make an on-line donation 
at www.Hadassah.org 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.hadassah.org_how-2Dwe-2Dhelp_our-2Dhospitals&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=dKS1eI7H4EFA1g_V0dBrtQ&m=z-LQsyWpOnbFyKAjhbomNUX6hv_6k2tNNr9tEKQj6dk&s=IVTaOAaD7xHiTfgV1ZUkKxtefd8oP
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.hadassah.org_how-2Dwe-2Dhelp_our-2Dhospitals&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=dKS1eI7H4EFA1g_V0dBrtQ&m=z-LQsyWpOnbFyKAjhbomNUX6hv_6k2tNNr9tEKQj6dk&s=IVTaOAaD7xHiTfgV1ZUkKxtefd8oP
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.hadassah.org_story_hadassah-2Ddiscovers-2Drare-2Dlethal-2Dtumor-2Don-2Dnine-2Dyear-2Dolds-2Dspine&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=dKS1eI7H4EFA1g_V0dBrtQ&m=z-LQsyWpOnbFyKAjhbomNU
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.hadassah.org_story_hadassah-2Ddiscovers-2Drare-2Dlethal-2Dtumor-2Don-2Dnine-2Dyear-2Dolds-2Dspine&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=dKS1eI7H4EFA1g_V0dBrtQ&m=z-LQsyWpOnbFyKAjhbomNU
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.hadassah.org_story_hadassah-2Ddiscovers-2Drare-2Dlethal-2Dtumor-2Don-2Dnine-2Dyear-2Dolds-2Dspine&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=dKS1eI7H4EFA1g_V0dBrtQ&m=z-LQsyWpOnbFyKAjhbomNU
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.hadassah.org_story_hadassah-2Ddiscovers-2Drare-2Dlethal-2Dtumor-2Don-2Dnine-2Dyear-2Dolds-2Dspine&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=dKS1eI7H4EFA1g_V0dBrtQ&m=z-LQsyWpOnbFyKAjhbomNU
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.hadassah.org_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=dKS1eI7H4EFA1g_V0dBrtQ&m=z-LQsyWpOnbFyKAjhbomNUX6hv_6k2tNNr9tEKQj6dk&s=iN-niE8DoPRvh4NcdiAzASrcJRByF87_DG6bM0lzk2g&e=
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Yahrzeits 

We recall with loving memory those whose yahrzeits are commemorated during the coming weeks, and those whose names are 
read in the Synagogue at Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services during the month of November.  It is  
appropriate for members of their families to be present when these names are read. 

There are two dates listed above on our yahrzeit 

list. The first is the actual date of the yahrzeit, and 

memorial candles should be lit on the preceding 

evening.  The second are the days of the services at 

which the name is read. An asterisk after a name 

indicates that a plaque is affixed to the Memorial 

Tablet. 

Kindle the Shabbat Candles and HAVDALAH Candles 

Fri  Nov 5 5:23 pm Sat. Nov 6 6:30 pm 

Fri  Nov 12 4:16 pm  Sat  Nov 13 5:23 pm 

Fri Nov 19 4:10 pm Sat  Nov 20 5:18 pm 

Fri Nov 26 4:06 pm Sat  Nov 27 5:14 pm 

NOTE: Shabbat ends 50 minutes after candle lighting time on Saturday night 

Catherine (Kay) Burker Nov 6 Nov 5 & 6 Margaret Agins Nov 20 Nov 19 & 20 

Bertha Garson Nov 6 Nov 5 & 6 Arthur Knopoff Nov 20 Nov 19 & 20 

Eugene Greenfield Nov 6 Nov 5 & 6 Robert Weiner Nov 20 Nov 19 & 20 

Gloria Hayden* Nov 7 Nov 5 & 6 Tom Arnold Nov 21 Nov 19 & 20 

Elyse Baumann Krisolofsky Nov 11 Nov 5 & 6 Howard Miller Nov 21 Nov 19 & 20 

Sam Gershman Nov 11 Nov 5 & 6 Abraham Zonis Nov 21 Nov 19 & 20 

Joseph Harold Glazov Nov 11 Nov 5 & 6 Miriam Zonis Nov 21 Nov 19 & 20 

William D. Sharf* Nov 11 Nov 5 & 6 Florence Schwartz Nov 22 Nov 19 & 20 

Phyllis Siegel Nov 11 Nov 5 & 6 Maurice Burstein* Nov 23 Nov 19 & 20 

Walter Kohlhagen* Nov 12 Nov 5 & 6 Joel Abrams Nov 24 Nov 19 & 20 

Charles Fox Nov 13 Nov 12 & 13 Avrom Blumberg Nov 24 Nov 19 & 20 

Emma Vopner Salk* Nov 13 Nov 12 & 13 Augusta Hass Nov 24 Nov 19 & 20 

Roma Chitman Nov 14 Nov 12 & 13 Ruth Kahn Gordon Nov 24 Nov 19 & 20 

Harry Cohen Nov 14 Nov 12 & 13 Irving Spitzer Nov 24 Nov 19 & 20 

Maxine Turek* Nov 14 Nov 12 & 13 Clara D. Wechter* Nov 24 Nov 19 & 20 

Burton Earl Glazov Nov 15 Nov 12 & 13 Anna Herzberg Nov 25 Nov 19 & 20 

Carolyn Steiner Nov 15 Nov 12 & 13 Raul Robledo Jr. Nov 25 Nov 19 & 20 

Evelyn Schack* Nov 16 Nov 12 & 13 Clarisa Cortes Nov 26 Nov 19 & 20 

Eli Schwartz Nov 16 Nov 12 & 13 Dorothy Jacobson Stein Nov 26 Nov 19 & 20 

Hyman Bobrow Nov 17 Nov 12 & 13 Eileen Gross Nov 27 Nov 26 & 27 

Jacob Grobart Nov 17 Nov 12 & 13 Dulce Mann Nov 29 Nov 26 & 27 

Sylvia Hymen* Nov 17 Nov 12 & 13 Paul Maring* Nov 29 Nov 26 & 27 

Dr. Joseph Bachrach* Nov 18 Nov 12 & 13 Rose Schwartz Nov 29 Nov 26 & 27 

Adolph Frisch Nov 18 Nov 12 & 13 Frieda Stein Nov 29 Nov 26 & 27 

Joseph Silins* Nov 18 Nov 12 & 13 Esther C. Iseberg* Nov 30 Nov 26 & 27 

Sam Micky Burstein* Nov 19 Nov 12 & 13 Florence Rubenstein Nov 30 Nov 26 & 27 

Elaine Gerchikov Nov 19 Nov 12 & 13 Zalman Yegergarn Dec 1 Nov 26 & 27 

Abraham Goldstein Nov 19 Nov 12 & 13 Lora Seigle* Dec 2 Nov 26 & 27 

Adeline Kohlhagen Nov 19 Nov 12 & 13 Suzanna Massouda Levi* Dec 3 Nov 26 & 27 

Jonathan Goldman Nov 19 Nov 12 & 13    
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High Holy Day Season - Addendum 
 

 
 
The High Holy Days at CKI were a huge success.  To continue that success through-
out the year, we need everyone’s help.  Below is the pledge card we’ve included in 
the past.  For those who have already sent in their High Holy Days contribution, thank 
you for your financial support of CKI’s religious, education and cultural programs. For 
those who have not yet done so, this is just a reminder.   Thanks!   
                                                                                                              Charlie Neuman 
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Ritually Speaking 

  THANKNUKAH 

 
The High Holidays may be in the rear-view mirror, but for 
myself their intentions are still influencing me and I hope 
you.  Yet we have other events to count our blessings to 
help us, and this month we are blessed with both  
Thanksgiving and Hanukah.   Hanukah, as you know, is a 
progressive 8-day holiday which “GETS BRIGHTER” each 
night as we add a candle.  One of the commandments is to 
take the time to enjoy the illumination, reflect on its  
meaning and warm our hearts.  YET, do we actually give 
ourselves the opportunity to just take that break to reflect 
and give thanks for what we have and what we are willing 
to do to help each other and enjoy more blessings? 
 
Time definitely does not stand still, and as I get older it goes 
even faster.  It feels that the day is over too quickly, and I 
find myself asking what did I actually do?  My mom (Helen 
Lindow) has a saying, “Don’t tell me what you did, but what 
you accomplished!”   Every week, I create a list of tasks and 
when I complete something I mark it off—whether it is for 
work, synagogue or other organizations that I am affiliated 
with.  Many of them get put on next week’s list, but at least 
I get a sense that I am making a difference.  Unfortunately, 
the lists get longer and I need to enlist the assistance of  
others. 
 
Here at CKI I find that the lists of tasks are never ending, 
mirroring our personal lives.  For myself and others we look 
at the tasks as jobs—some may be mundane, while others 
get embraced with more passion.  When they are  
completed, we hopefully feel rewarded by those accom-
plishments.  There are so many PEOPLE who volunteer their 
time, energy and wisdom to the success of our synagogue, 
but we never have enough.  I may sound like a broken  
record, but you need to understand that your involvement 
truly makes a difference.  Make CKI shine brightly all year 
long as the menorah does on the eighth night of  
Hanukah. 
 
If it is to BE, it is up to WE.   
 
Happy Hanukah! 
 
 
Gene Lindow 
CKI Ritual Chair 
cki.ritual@gmail.com  
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Rosh Hashanah 5782— 
           A Time to Be Born  
 
 

The verse from which our congregation’s High 
Holy Days theme stems starts like this: “There 
is a time for everything, and a season for  
every activity under the heavens, a time to be 
born and a time to die.’” The very beginning 
of life was tangible to us this year; our son 
Elliot was born on February 22nd, or 10 Adar.  
Birth is truly an incredible thing, and it is 
amazing to view the seasons of life and the 
world through Elliot’s eyes.   
 

Birth can also mark the beginning of  
something new.  Rosh Hashanah is the birth 
of a new year.  Elliot’s year will be marked by exploring; being born to the infinite sensations 
and experiences around him.  Our year will be marked by learning; being born to parenthood 
and learning about our baby.  Our families’ year will be marked by supporting; being born to 
grandparenthood and offering physical and emotional support.  Your year may be marked by 
personal growth; being born to accomplishments however big or small.  Or it may be marked 
by reflection; being born to living in the moment and reflecting on how those moments make 
up your time.   
 
I think one thing we can all be born to over and over again is love - love from child to parent, 
from parent to child, from grandparent to grandchild, from spouse to spouse, from friend to 
friend, from community member to community member.  The love we have for Elliot is a  
feeling we didn’t know until he was born, and it is an extraordinary one.  We also felt so much 
love from this congregation when he was born.  So, just as our Elliot’s time to be born was  
literally in 5781, we hope you’ll join us in being born to the possibilities that lie in 5782. 

 

        —Jeanette & Chris Pacanowski 
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From the Torah School 
 

Shalom-  

In Pirkei Avot Chapter 5, verse 22 it states,  “Ben Bag Bag said: ‘Turn it over, and [again] turn 
it over, for all is therein. And look into it; And become gray and old therein; And do not move 
away from it, for you have no better portion than it.’”   

As the school year is underway and we just read Bereshit and started re-reading the Torah, 
we are reminded that we are in a different place than last year when we read these portions.  
We have something new to learn from the “same old stuff.” 

So that is why we study the holidays every year.  While Miss Jeanette’s class is introduced to 
topics, Miss Jordana’s class learns some things, Mr. Sam’s class learns others, Miss Lila’s class 
learns others, and Mr. Earl’s class learns still other things.  We keep on spiraling on what we 
know and where we are. 

As a whole group we are learning about life cycles.  A time for everything!  

We went to Randall Oaks Zoo 
to go on an animal scavenger 
hunt and learn about all of the 
creatures on Noah’s Ark.  We 
had a lot of experiences and 
learned about different  
species of animals.  As a 
school tzedakah project, we 
sponsored an Emu.  Don’t know 
about an Emu, look it up!  
Learn something new. 

In November we look forward 
to preparing to participate in 
the Interfaith Thanksgiving 
Service and learning about 
Havdalah and the stars! 

 
Find new meaning in familiar things!  There is a time for everything! 

 
B'Shalom, 

 
Heather 
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Easy as 1, 2, 3 … 4 
or 

How to Make Donations to CKI 

 
Technology and the Pandemic have changed how many of us shop and handle  
finances. So, this is a good time to examine the various ways available to  
donate money to Congregation Kneseth Israel. 

Here are 4 ways to donate money to CKI (in no particular order): 

1. Bill Pay (through your bank’s online app/website) to “pay a bill online.” In this case, your bank creates a 
physical check and mails it to CKI. Your bank notifies you if the check isn’t cashed. (Maybe it was lost in 
the mail.) 

2. Zelle to transfer funds electronically. This is allowed only through your bank app. You cannot send money 
directly from Zelle app on your phone to CKI. 

3. PayPal to send money to Congregation Kneseth Israel through a credit card. Note that fees apply. 

4. Paper Check, payable to Congregation Kneseth Israel. 

 

Just a few tips on how to set these up. 

1. Bill Pay – go to your bank website. Add the biller Congregation Kneseth Israel, 330 Division Street,  
Elgin, IL 60120.  

2. Zelle – On your bank app, set cki@ckielgin.org (i.e. the CKI email address) as the recipient of your funds. 
Do not set it to the phone number. 

3. PayPal – Best done through the CKI website or by clicking here  Because CKI is charged fees for accepting 
payments through PayPal, we appreciate it when you pay the fee. Be sure to check the box to do this! 

4. Paper Check – order checks through your bank. Make check payable to Congregation Kneseth Israel,  
not CKI. 

A note about PayPal fees. CKI is happy to offer this option. But understand that when you pay this way, PayPal  
reduces the funds given to CKI. For example, if you pay $2300 for full membership dues, PayPal takes over $47  
in fees. However, if you check the box to pick up the processing fees, CKI receives the full $2300, plus you have  
a donation amount of $2347. Win-win! 

One more point. The fee for each payment is based on a small dollar amount plus a percentage of the payment.  
So, if you make 4 donations of $18 each at one time, the PayPal fee is about $4. However, if you group the 4  
donations into one for $72, the PayPal fee is about $2. You can still specify all the reasons for your donation.  

These small fees add up. In July & August, our fees were $343. Yikes! Then we added the check box for the  
donor to pay the fees. We’re happy to report that since then members donated half of the $283 in PayPal fees. 
Thank you for that! We truly appreciate it!    Please consider adding the PayPal fees to your donations. 

Choose the payment method that you prefer. No matter how you pay, we appreciate your support of Congregation 
Kneseth Israel. Thank you! 

If you have any questions about these payment methods, please feel free to contact either Charlie Neuman 
(chasneuman@sbcglobal.net or 314‑497‑8688) or Sandi Phelan (phelansan@gmail.com or 630‑947‑2157). 

Method Advantages Disadvantages 

Bill Pay Easy to set up.  
No fees. 

It can take up to a week for the funds 
to arrive at CKI. 

Zelle Funds are available quickly at CKI, often 
within minutes. 

No fees. 

Not offered at CKI until January 2022. 

PayPal You can use a credit card. CKI is charged processing fees. 

Paper check Easy to do. You need to deliver/mail it to CKI. 

https://www.ckielgin.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=SXKBC8y5Ihrwkp6ZLgJPZH4xFmxzCtmY1FTIT5evXd30zUh0nk8lwsbXPJRgRXJAInqARk2Ko-6IKZss
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Chanukah Blessings 

 
Candle Blessings: 

  

Baruch ata Adonai, eloheinu melech ha’olam  

asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav, vitzvanu lahadlik  

ner shel Chanukah. 

 
Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe 

Who sanctifies us with commandments and command us  
to light the lights of Chanukah 

 

  

Baruch ata Adonai, eloheinu melech ha’olam  

sh’asa nisim l’avotenu bayamim ha’hem,  

bazman hazeh. 

 
Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe 

Who made miracles for our ancestors  
In those days at this time. 

 
1st night: 

  

Baruch ata Adonai, eloheinu melech ha’olam  

sh’hechianu v’ki’imanu v’higianu lazman hazeh. 

 
 

Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe 
Who has granted us life, sustained us and 

Enabled us to reach this time. 
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ACTS OF CHESED 

 

Thank you to those who have pitched in to make CKI warm and  
welcoming (and safe).  Many times, things are done very quietly 
and anonymously, so if you did something that isn’t acknowledged, 
know that your deed was greatly appreciated, we just weren’t 
aware that you did it – 
 
Gene Lindow – Sanctuary turnover to blue, installing memorial 
plaques, and replacing the outdoor flood lights.  He lights up our 
world!   

Sukkah Dismantling Team: Dan Marshall, Ken Jacoby, Stewart 
Levin, Malcom Morris and Bill McFarlane– The crew safely took 
the Sukkah down, a difficult job. 

Dan Marshall – Cleaning out the gutters and tending the roof.  A hidden but essential task to help 
maintain our fragile roof. 

Maureen Manning and Heather Weiser – Helping to make Kabbalat Services happen on Oct. 8!  I 
would have been lost without them. 

Charlie Neuman – Filling in when needed and helping CKI run smoothly!  

Rabbi Margaret – Shopping for and filling the yummy goody bags for Shabbat.  

Dr. Brad Epstein - Making a presentation explaining bris and circumcision to Torah School students—
a great learning experience. 

CKI Soup Kettle News 

HELP! 
 
We need volunteers to help with the Tuesday, November 30 Soup Kettle at Zion Lutheran 
Church in Elgin.  It’s easy and it’s fun.  There is no in-person dining at this time.  All we need to do 
is cook, pack up and clean up.  The meals are distributed in the  
parking lot.  
 
We also need someone to co-chair the March 29 and May 31, 2022 
Soup Kettles.  I will be in California, but I can help plan the meals and 
get volunteers.  Joanne Hartmann is our liaison at Zion Lutheran.  She 
does the grocery shopping and will be at the church to help get each 
Soup Kettle going.  It would be best if whoever is the co-chair could 
help at the November 30 event to see how it is done. 
 
Please contact me at: barbrazowsky@gmail.com or 847-778-4388.  
        

Thanks, 
Barb Razowsky 
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Thanks to these donors, CKI raised a total of $1,332 for  
Food for Greater Elgin as part of our 2021 Food Drive 

 
 

Nancy & Harvey Braus 

Ellen & Joel Levy 

Brad Burker & Anita Hornung 

Barbara Njus 

Ed & Tina Wolf 

Risa & Paul Cohen 

Jerry Niederman 

Anita Silverman 

Simon & Rabbi Margaret Frisch Klein 

Nicole &  Lee Berger 

Jana & Bill McFarlane 

Gareth Sitz 

Peg & Jim Lehman 

Stuart Hymen 

Gale & Ken Jacoby 

Barb & Ron Razowsky 

Robin Coyne 
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 November 2021         Shabbat Services: Fridays @ 5:30 PM, Saturdays @ 9:30 AM 

Nov 2 Java & Jews in person & Zoom 9:00 AM Nov 14 Chanukah Bazaar 9:30 AM 

Nov 3 Adult Intermediate Hebew Zoom 5:30 PM Nov 15 Ha Kol Submissions Due   

Nov 4 Torah Study Zoom 4:00 PM Nov 16 CKI Book Club Zoom 10:30 AM 

Nov 5 Shabbat Service registered in person & Zoom 5:30 PM Nov 17 Adult Intermediate Hebrew Zoom 5:30 PM 

Nov 6 Shabbat Service registered in person & Zoom 9:30 AM Nov 18 Torah Study Zoom 4:00 PM 

Nov 7 
Torah School 9:00 AM Nov 19 Shabbat Zimrah Service register in person/ Zoom 5:30 PM 

Chanukah Bazaar 9:30 AM Nov 20 Shabbat Service registered in person & Zoom 9:30 AM 

Nov 8 Office Closed  Nov 21 Interfaith Thanksgiving Service Online 4:00 PM 

Nov 9 CKI Board Meeting Zoom 7:00 PM Nov 25 Office Closed for Thanksgiving   

Nov 10 Adult Intermediate Hebew Zoom 5:30 PM Nov 26 Shabbat Service registered in person & Zoom 5:30 PM 

Nov 11 
Office Closed for Veteran's Day   Nov 27 Shabbat Service registered in person & Zoom 9:30 AM 

Torah Study Zoom 4:00 PM 
Nov 28  

NO Torah School    

Nov 12 Shabbat Service registered in person & Zoom 5:30 PM Chanukah !st Night   

Nov 13 Shabbat Service registered in person & Zoom 9:30 AM Nov 29 Chanukah Day 1   

Nov 14 Torah School 9:00 AM Nov 30 Giving Tuesday - Chanukah Edition   


