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330 Division Street 

Elgin, Illinois 60120 

Ph: 847.741.5656 

cki@ckielgin.org  Sivan—Tamuz 5786 

        June 2026 

Happy Summer. The days 
are a little less jam-packed. 
There are still things to 

celebrate. Let’s start with our Board of 
Directors. Come celebrate this mile-
stone installation on June 5, as part of 
our Kabbalat Shabbat services. We 
will thank our outgoing board and 
welcome new members. We will  
celebrate all things CKI.  

We will celebrate more graduations of 
our children and grandchildren. We 
will celebrate those going off to camp. 
We will celebrate those who are stay-
ing home and continuing their Hebrew 
studies. Make sure you get your  

kvellings in to Peg in the office.   

We will celebrate books. Either those 
you are reading for summer pleasure, 
the book group book, “The Last 
Dekrepitzer,” or the Yiddishe book at 
Gail Borden Public Library, “A Jewish 
Refugee in New York.” This is part of a 
grant from the Yiddish Book Center in 
Massachusetts and there are free  
copies of the book at the library.  
The book group is just starting to get 
organized for next year. If you have a 
book you have read that you think we 
all should read, send titles to Nancy 
and Chuck.  

From the Rabbi ’s Study 

Thank you to everyone 
who joined us for the  
Annual Membership  

Meeting in May. I am grateful to share 
that our budget passed and our by-
laws amendments were approved with 
overwhelming support from those in 
attendance. 

These bylaw changes mark an  
important new chapter for CKI and will 
help create a stronger, more collabora-
tive structure for how our Board of 
Directors governs and manages the 
work of this congregation. In the  
coming months, you will hear more 

about opportunities to serve on  
committees, volunteer your time and 
talents, and participate more directly in 
shaping the future of CKI. I also want 
to remind everyone that Board  
meetings remain open to all members  
except when confidential matters  
require executive session. Your voice, 
ideas, and perspective continue to 
matter deeply to the health and future 
of this congregation. 

Like many Jewish communities across 
the country, security remains a  
constant and serious consideration for 
the Board and Rabbi Frisch Klein.  
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SAVE THE DATE! 
June 5—Board Installation 

June 30—CKI Soup Kettle 

July 15—Shalom Connections 

August 4—National Night Out 
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I always look forward to the slower 
pace of summer to read more for 
pleasure—which not surprisingly 
does include some “Jewish books,” 
but not only Jewish things. One 
book on my list is Bruce Feiler’s 
new book, “A Time to Gather.” It 
just came out this past week. What 
will you be reading this summer? 

We will celebrate Father’s Day on 
June 21st. Our tradition teaches us 
that we are commanded to “Honor 
your father and your mother.” It is 
more than barbecuing and golf. 
How else do we show respect and 
honor? 

We will celebrate Shabbat every 
week. Watch your emails for special 
events.  

And yet the world and our place in 
it as Jews still seem precarious.       

 

 

 

I am watching the news in various 
news media carefully. It can be 
scary. Whether it is the ongoing 
war in the Middle East, with real 
implications both for the US and 
Israel, Israel and its attempt to ban 
“desecration” of the Western Wall 
by egalitarian praying, punishable 
by 7 years in jail, the ongoing  
violence on the West Bank aka  
Judea and Samaria by Israeli  
settlers, the calling of names of 
some American Jews by members 
of Knesset, and the rising antisemi-
tism around the world, CKI is a 
place to discuss these issues,  
respectfully. There are other issues 
that affect us as Jews as well. We 
are in the process of putting  
together a discussion group to talk 
about all of this. Would you prefer 
Sunday mornings or some evening?  

 

 

 

See what I did here? For each topic, 
I asked a question. Here is your  
to-do list: 
 
•      Get your kvellings in to Peg. 
 
•     What are you reading this  
       summer? What would you like 
       all of us to read? 
 
•     How do we show respect and 
       honor to our parents? 
 
•     Would you prefer an evening or  
       a Sunday morning for discuss- 
       ing current events and their  
       impact on us?  

      

 

       —Rabbi Margaret Frisch Klein 

   From the Rabbi’s Study Continued... 

 

 

 

To reach Rabbi Margaret,  
please call her cell number after 

8:00 am  
 except on Mondays  

or Shabbat: 
978-590-8268. 

In case of emergency  
(hospitalization or death)  

please call, leave a message,  
Rabbi will get back to you promptly. 

 
If there is an illness in the family  

or the loss of a loved one,  
 call CKI @ 847-741-5656,  

so that your CKI family  
can reach out and be of help. 
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CKI BOARD OFFICERS 
President – Josh Stober 

 Past President – Risa Cohen 

Executive Vice-President – Josh Raben 

VP Ritual Chair—Gene Lindow 

Treasurer – Jerry Niederman 

Recording Secretary – Maureen Manning 
VP Men’s Club—Ken Jacoby 

 

CKI MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
Terms expire 2026: 

Gale Jacoby 

Maureen Manning 

Jenny Trygar 
 

Terms expire 2027: 

Kara Morgan 

Malcolm Morris 

Jana McFarlane 

Barbara Edelstein 
 

Terms expire 2028: 

Michelle Gomberg 

Morgan Williams 

Jessica Raben 

Barb Razowsky  
 

To contact, call CKI at 847-741-5656 

 

CKI Office Hours 
 

Peg is in the office Monday—Friday:   
10:30 AM – 3:30 PM @ 847-741-5656 

When writing a check, make it payable to  
Congregation Kneseth Israel, NOT CKI.  

Please note what the money  
is intended for.     

Thank you! 

   June 2nd @ 9:00am  

Check your email or contact Rabbi Margaret at 

          rabbi@ckielgin.org  for more information.  

We continue to discuss how best to balance necessary  
investments in safety, including partnerships with the Elgin 
Police Department, technology upgrades, and physical  
security improvements, while also ensuring that CKI remains 
welcoming, joyful, and deeply connected through worship, 
education, culture, and community programming. 

Even in challenging times, I continue to be inspired by the 
relationships we have built with the Elgin Police Department, 
our neighbors on Division Street, local leaders, and members 
of the broader Fox Valley community. Their concern and aid 
remind us that we are not isolated and that our values  
resonate far beyond our walls. 

In the months ahead, we will also begin sharing more  
information about fundraising efforts to strengthen both the 
safety and sustainability of our congregation. These efforts 
are not simply about preserving a building; they are about 
ensuring that Jewish life continues to grow and flourish here 
for generations to come. CKI is not standing still; it is thriving 
because of the dedication, compassion, and generosity of this 
community. 

I see that spirit every time families gather for Shabbat, when 
volunteers step forward without being asked, when members 
support one another through illness or loss, and when new 
faces are welcomed into our congregation with warmth and 
sincerity. CKI continues to be the heart of Jewish life in the 
Fox Valley because of all of you. 

On a personal note, serving as President of CKI is meaningful 
not only to me, but also to my family. Sarah, Otis, and Cecily 
have experienced firsthand the kindness and sense of  
belonging this congregation provides. As a parent, I think 
often about the kind of Jewish community we hope our  
children inherit: one rooted in compassion, learning,  
resilience, and genuine connection. That hope motivates me 
every day in this role. 

Thank you for the trust you have placed in me during my first 
term as President. Your encouragement and willingness to 
show up for this community mean more than I can adequately 
express. I am honored to have been reelected for a second 
term and look forward to continuing this important work  
together over the next two years.   
    —-Josh Stober  

President ’s Message Cont.  

mailto:rabbi@ckielgin.org
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Special Funds 
 

The following funds are available to receive your 
generous donations: 
 

• Clara Wechter Education Fund – Supports Torah 
School and Adult Ed  

• General Fund – For multi-purpose use  

• Jerome & Lillian Roth Scholarship Fund See the 
President. 

• Building Security Fund — EPD security for  
special CKI events 

• Memorial Plaques – $300  

• CKI Youth  Fund – Supports programs for our  
synagogue youth  

• Prayer Book Fund – Siddur is $36; Chumash is 
$60  

• Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund – Needs decided by 
Rabbi  

• Seltzer Music & Cultural Arts Endowment Fund 
– Jewish cultural enrichment programs  

• Simon C. & Ruth L. Kaplan Torah Fund— 
Repair of Torah scrolls  

• Sisterhood – Supports women’s group’s various 
projects  

• Blossom Wohl Flower Fund – Pulpit flowers 

• Sisterhood Vision Fund – Large-type Siddur $50  

• Tree of Life – Leaf $125; Dove $500; Rock $1,250 

•  Major Gifts – $5,000 and up.   See the President 

 

 

GENERAL FUND  
Donations  
• Steve Sirin 
• Douglas Bakley 
• Elgin Theatre Company 
 

Donations for Security Fund 
• Vern & Judi Tepe 
• Earl & Debbie Sternfeld 
         
MEN’S CLUB YELLOW CANDLE  
• Jerry Niederman & Phyllis Guth 
• Raul & Cathy Aron 
• Eileen Franks 
 
CLARA WECHTER EDUCATION FUND 
To Mark & Robin Seigle, Congratulations on the birth of your  
grandchild! 
•      Ken & Gale Jacoby 
To Elijah Morgan, Congratulations on your graduation and on  
receiving the Roth Scholarship! 
•      Ken & Gale Jacoby 
 
SELTZER MUSIC FUND 
• Barbara Njus 
• Ellen Levy 
• Larry & Elaine Steinberg 
• Helen Lindow 

Generous Donations 

           

CKI Book Club Fall 2025 

CKI Book Club Schedule 2025—2026 

Date Book Author Time 

October 21 (Tues.)  The Auschwitz Violinist Jonathan Dunsky 10:00 am 

November 18 Tues.) at Library Beyond Dispute Daniel Taub 1:00 pm 

December 16 (Tues.)  The Boys in the Light Nina Willner 10:00 am 

January 20 (Tues.)   On Her Own Lihi Lapid 10:00 am 

February 17  (Tues.)  The Confidante Christopher Gorham 10:00 am 

March 17 (Tues.)  Landsman Peter Charles Melman 10:00 am 

April 21 (Tues.)  The Midwives Escape Maggie Anton 10:00 am 

May 19 (Tues.) On Democracies & Death Cults Douglas Murray 10:00 am 

June 16  (Tues.) The Last Dekrepitzer Howard Langer 10:00 am 

July 21 (Tues.) When We Were Arabs Massoud Hayoun 10:00 am 

August 18 (Tues.) A Calculated Restraint Richard Breitman 10:00 am 
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June 6 
21 Sivan 

   
  

Behalotekha 

Numbers 8:1-12:16 

Haftarah Zechariah 

2:14-4:7 

June 13 
28 Sivan 

 

Shelah lekha 

Numbers 13:1-

15:41 

Haftarah Joshua 

2:1-24 

June 20 
5 Tamuz 

 

Korah 

Numbers 16:1-

18:32 

Haftarah  l Samuel 

11:14-12:22 

June 27 
12 Tamuz 

 

Hukkat & Balak 

Numbers 19:1-25:9 

Haftarah Micah 5: 

6-6:8 

Parashat HaShavu’a: 
Weekly Torah Portions 

Click the button to find us 
on Facebook 

Click the button to Donate 
or Pay Your Dues 

Kvelling...We add our mazel tovs to: 
   

• Mark & Robin Seigle on the birth of their grandchild 
and Margot’s child, Zamir Ori Levin, on May 4th 

 
• Sue & Dick Johnson’s grandchild Avi on earning a 

Congressional summer internship 
 

• Zach Schwartz on earning 3rd place in a regional  
videography competition 
 

• Deborah Arendt on the graduation of her grandson 
 
• Rabbi Maralee Gordon on the 25th anniversary of her 

ordination from AJR 
 
  •    Adam & Tina Gilman on their son’s college graduation  
 
  Share your good news.  Please let  Rabbi Margaret or 
  the office know about the special events in your life so 
  that we can celebrate with you. 

Renee Berger Jun 1 

Isaac Marshall Jun 1 

Jacob McFarlane Jun 1 

Becca Garland Jun 4 

Michael Castro Jun 6 

Leon Ehrenreich Jun 6 

Ted Frisch Jun 11 

Danielle Lindow Fivelson Jun 11 

William Wolf Jun 12 

Jeffrey Silberman Jun 13 

Rachel Gauthier Jun 13 

Sam Steinberg Jun 14 

Nolan Lewis Jun 15 

Marcos Esquenazi Gonzalez Jun 18 

Barbara Levine Jun 20 

Jessica Raben Jun 20 

Jennifer Finger Jun 21 

Anita Silverman Jun 22 

Ken lindow Jun 22 

Liana Ginder Jun 23 

Kevin Phelan Jun 26 

Brendan Weiser Jun 26 

Sophia Ivy Castro Jun 29 

Jacob Morris Gantz Jun 30 

June Birthdays 

Daniel & Karen Schlack Jun 6 

Gene & Sandy Lindow Jun 9 

David & Sandi Perlman Jun 16 

David & Wendy Barrash Jun 19 

Michael & Janet Seigle Jun 24 

Ken & Gale Jacoby Jun 25 

Raul & Cathy Aron Jun 28 

Dick & Sue Johnson Jun 28 

Lee & Nikki Berger Jun 29 

June Anniversaries 

https://www.facebook.com/ckielgin
http://www.ckielgin.org/donations--dues.html
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March 12, 2026 

On February 22, my husband, Rabbi 
Abner Weiss was admitted to  
Hadassah Hospital Ein Karem with 
sepsis. 

Six days later, as war broke out and 
sirens began to wail, our private  
medical crisis had collided with a  
national one. 

When he was admitted, he could 
barely function. 
Sepsis ravages the 
body with frighten-
ing speed. I had 
intended to record 
my thoughts as we 
went through it, but 
the days were  

relentless — tests, antibiotics, consul-
tations, constant vigilance. There was 
no space for reflection. 

Then the war began. 

Without warning, the hospital shifted 
into emergency mode. Patients who 
could be moved were rapidly trans-
ported — in their beds — from the 
ninth floor down to the subterranean 
level, -3. Those too fragile to move 
remained upstairs with part of the 
nursing staff. The rest of us  
descended into a vast underground 
space that had not been prepared for 
active hospital use. 

When we arrived, the room was  
empty. A few curtains loosely marked 
where beds might stand. No equip-
ment. No supplies. Concrete walls and 
echoing space. 

Within hours, it became a functioning 
field hospital. 

Workmen drilled and hammered, 
installing partitions and safety bars. 
Technicians restored lighting and air 
systems. Carts of linens, medication 
cabinets, computers, laundry bins, 
and supplies streamed in. Even a  

 

 
small coffee and tea station appeared  
for family members who would now 
be spending long days and nights  
underground. 

Through it all, the nurses remained 
calm — steady, focused, deeply kind. 
Not once did they appear flustered. 
Their composure steadied everyone 
around them. 

Family members quickly stopped  
being bystanders. The hospital was 
short-staffed; there was simply too 
much to do. We made beds, trans-
ported belongings, emptied bins, 
fetched supplies, soothed anxious 
patients, and helped with whatever 
was needed. We were daughters and 
sons, husbands and wives — and  
suddenly we were aides and orderlies 
too. 

What formed beneath the ground 
was something unexpected: a village. 

Half the workers were Arabs. Half 
were Jews. Down there, those distinc-
tions felt irrelevant. We were simply 
people caring for other people. We 
shared updates, offered comfort, 
hugged strangers who no longer felt 
like strangers. Fear was present,  
certainly — but so was tenderness. So 
was solidarity. 

It was exhausting. By the time we 
returned home yesterday afternoon, 
the fatigue settled into my bones.  

 

 
After days of vigilance, I collapsed into 
bed. My first sleep after returning 
home was interrupted by a siren — a 
reminder that life above ground  
remains uncertain. 

This morning, I am sitting with a cup 
of coffee in the quiet of our home. 
Every corner feels precious. Our bed 
feels like unimaginable luxury. 

Most of all, I am grateful. My husband 
is improving far more quickly than I 
expected. Witnessing sepsis is terrify-
ing; witnessing recovery feels nothing 
short of miraculous. 

But alongside gratitude, I carry pride. 
Pride in the nurses who transformed 
an empty underground hall into a 
place of healing within hours. Pride in 
the workers who built walls where 

there were none. Pride in the family 
members who stepped forward  
without being asked. Pride in the  
quiet humanity that surfaced when  
circumstances stripped everything 
else away. 

For a brief time, beneath the hospital 
floors while war raged above us, we 
became an underground community 
— a village held together not by  
politics or identity, but by shared  
responsibility and care. 

It was an experience I will not forget. 

            —Yolande Bloomstein Weiss 

BENEATH THE HOSPITAL, A VILLAGE WHERE KINDNESS & HEALING FLOURISH 
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Ritually Speaking 

Be Grateful 
 

It seems to me that Judaism has a blessing for just about everything.  All the senses are covered with the 
blessings for hearing, seeing, feeling, tasting, and smell.  The “mundane,” daily events of life (breathing, 
being loved etc.) are really gifts that don’t get proper acknowledgment.  Why?  That is for us as individuals 
to understand; the reason is ours and ours alone. 
 

There is one prayer that incorporates a joyous blessing thanking G-d for life, sustenance, and the  
opportunity to reach a special occasion. It is the Shehecheyanu, celebrating “that we are alive.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Traditionally this prayer is recited for new experiences, seasonal firsts (eating a fruit or vegetable), the first 
night of holidays, and life cycle events.  Here at CKI we are blessed to have Rabbi Frisch Klein hold this  
prayer with the highest level of respect.  Rabbi recognizes our growth of Jewish experiences with this  
blessing.  We recognize firsts such as opening the ark, having an aliyah, “yadding” (using the yad to follow 
along in the Torah during its reading), Torah readings, and other significant occasions.  June has many things 
for which to be grateful.   We will acknowledge graduations, summer break, vacations, summer solstice, 
and other celebrations.  L’Chaim! 

CELEBRATE YOURSELF! 

Gene Lindow 
CKI Ritual Chair 
cki.ritual@gmail.com  
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Yahrzeits P. 1  

We recall with loving memory those whose yahrzeits are commemorated during the coming weeks, and 
those whose names are read in the synagogue at Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services 
during June. It is appropriate for members of their families to be present when these names are read. 
 

 
 
 
 

There are two dates listed above on our  
yahrzeit list. The first is the actual date of the 
yahrzeit, and memorial candles should be lit 
on the preceding evening.  The second are 
the days of the services at which the name is 
read. An asterisk after a name indicates that a 
plaque is affixed to the Memorial Tablet. 

  NOTE: Shabbat ends 50 minutes after candle lighting time on Saturday nite 

Kindle the Shabbat Candles and HAVDALAH Candles 

   Fri  June 5 8:07 pm     Sat  June 6 9:16 pm 

   Fri  June 12 8:11 pm      Sat  June 13 9:20 pm 

    Fri  June 19 8:13 pm     Sat June 20 9:22 pm 

   Fri  June 26 8:14 pm    Sat June 27 9:23 pm 

Name 

Date Date of 

Name 

Date  Date of 

Observed Service Observed Service 

Robert Burak 6/6/2026 Jun 5 & 6 Louis Bender 6/13/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Marcia Silberman Light 6/6/2026 Jun 5 & 6 Rabbi Morris Greenfield* 6/14/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Barney Berman* 6/6/2026 Jun 5 & 6 Geraldine Lamendola 6/14/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Renee Levine* 6/7/2026 Jun 5 & 6 Minnie Bernstein* 6/14/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Eva Kruth 6/8/2026 Jun 5 & 6 Henrietta Rosenberg* 6/15/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Lena Wohl 6/8/2026 Jun 5 & 6 Louis Burstein* 6/15/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Joseph Fisher* 6/8/2026 Jun 5 & 6 Jerome Finger* 6/16/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Sarah Frieda Levin 6/9/2026 Jun 5 & 6 Barbara Johnson 6/16/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Richard Klein 6/9/2026 Jun 5 & 6 Jerome Gerchikov 6/17/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Nancy Rabin 6/9/2026 Jun 5 & 6 Leona Goldstein Fosco 6/17/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Harris Wolfson* 6/9/2026 Jun 5 & 6 Lilian P. Modes 6/17/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Rachel Flowers* 6/9/2026 Jun 5 & 6 Albert Miller* 6/18/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Bertha Kahn Polis* 6/9/2026 Jun 5 & 6 Maxine Gerson Allen* 6/18/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Manuel Sievers* 6/11/2026 Jun 5 & 6 Minnie Seigle* 6/18/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Sandra Rae Herbstman 6/12/2026 Jun 5 & 6 William Fishman* 6/18/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Sidney Pecker 6/12/2026 Jun 5 & 6 Dorothy Wener 6/19/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Ann Goldstein* 6/13/2026 Jun 12 & 13 Irving Greenberg 6/19/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Sam Mintzer* 6/13/2026 Jun 12 & 13 Benjamin Rosenthal* 6/19/2026 Jun 12 & 13 

Steve Fox 6/13/2026 Jun 12 & 13 Jennie S. Hymen* 6/20/2026 Jun 19 & 20 
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Yahrzeits Continued P. 2  

 
 
 
 

There are two dates listed above on our  
yahrzeit list. The first is the actual date of the 
yahrzeit, and memorial candles should be lit 
on the preceding evening.  The second are 
the days of the services at which the name is 
read. An asterisk after a name indicates that a 
plaque is affixed to the Memorial Tablet. 

  NOTE: Shabbat ends 50 minutes after candle lighting time on Saturday nite 

We recall with loving memory those whose yahrzeits are commemorated during the coming weeks, and 
those whose names are read in the synagogue at Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services 
during June. It is appropriate for members of their families to be present when these names are read. 

Kindle the Shabbat Candles and HAVDALAH Candles 

   Fri  June 5 8:07 pm     Sat  June 6 9:16 pm 

   Fri  June 12 8:11 pm      Sat  June 13 9:20 pm 

    Fri  June 19 8:13 pm     Sat June 20 9:22 pm 

   Fri  June 26 8:14 pm    Sat June 27 9:23 pm 

Name Date Observed Date of Service Name Date Observed Date of Service 

Josef H. Fischer* 6/21/2026 Jun 19 & 20 Arthur Gross* 6/27/2026 Jun 26 & 27 

Susan Seigle 6/21/2026 Jun 19 & 20 Clara Massouda* 6/27/2026 Jun 26 & 27 

Edward Cohen* 6/21/2026 Jun 19 & 20 Eileen Manning 6/28/2026 Jun 26 & 27 

Jennifer Ruth Cohen* 6/22/2026 Jun 19 & 20 Edward Puklin 6/28/2026 Jun 26 & 27 

Byrna Lamasky Hornung* 6/22/2026 Jun 19 & 20 Abe Kreeger* 6/28/2026 Jun 26 & 27 

Amy Venetianer 6/23/2026 Jun 19 & 20 Hyman Herron* 6/28/2026 Jun 26 & 27 

Lottie Franks* 6/24/2026 Jun 19 & 20 Ruth Lesser 6/30/2026 Jun 26 & 27 

Beatrice Feldman 6/24/2026 Jun 19 & 20 Phil Gore 6/30/2026 Jun 26 & 27 

Leona Michaels 6/24/2026 Jun 19 & 20 Phyllis Lesser 6/30/2026 Jun 26 & 27 

Mollye Perlin Kahn 6/24/2026 Jun 19 & 20 Arlene Bass 6/30/2026 Jun 26 & 27 

Ida Katz* 6/24/2026 Jun 19 & 20 Rita Niederman 7/1/2026 Jun 26 & 27 

Robert Levine* 6/25/2026 Jun 19 & 20 Iris Richberg* 7/1/2026 Jun 26 & 27 

Harry Panimon* 6/25/2026 Jun 19 & 20 Robert Bloomberg 7/2/2026 Jun 26 & 27 

Clarence Abrams 6/26/2026 Jun 19 & 20 Esther Strickman Smith* 7/2/2026 Jun 26 & 27 

Anna Richman 6/26/2026 Jun 19 & 20 Benjamin Mestetsky* 7/2/2026 Jun 26 & 27 

Frances Hirsch 6/26/2026 Jun 19 & 20 Hymen Kulefsky 7/3/2026 Jun 26 & 27 

Jacob Greenberg 6/27/2026 Jun 26 & 27 Robert Sowinski 7/3/2026 Jun 26 & 27 

Harry Schack* 6/27/2026 Jun 26 & 27 Eva London 7/3/2026 Jun 26 & 27 
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Last Day of  
Torah School  
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   ACTS OF CHESED 

 
Thank you to those who have pitched in to make CKI warm and  

welcoming (and safe).  Many times, things are done very quietly 

and anonymously, so if you did something that isn’t acknowl-

edged, please know that your deed was greatly appreciated.  

 

Jeanette & Chris for refreshments for First Friday Family Shabbat 

Barb Maring and the Seltzer Committee for the Nefesh  

Mountain concert and refreshments 

Deborah & Myron for providing a lovely Kiddush in Myron’s honor  

Jenny for coordinating Shalom Connections events 

Nina & Stew for a wonderful Oneg Shavuot Shabbat 

Nancy, Barbara E., Nikki, & Risa for delicious Shavuot refreshments 

Heather, Jordana, Sam, Earl, & Lila for a successful Torah School year 

Larry & Elaine for making sure there were Bluff City Cemetery flags on all the graves on  

Memorial Day 

                                        Soup Kettle Scoop 

     

Sign Up for Tuesday, June 30! 

There would not be a way to manage our Soup 
Kettle obligation without the generous helping 
hands of our CKI family and friends.  

Our next Soup Kettle is Tuesday, June 30. It’s  
not too early to volunteer! When we have enough  
volunteers, we work in shifts which makes the 
process that much easier.   
 
To volunteer, please contact:  
 

Judi at juditepe@gmail.com or  
    Barb Razowsky at barbrazowsky@gmail.com  

 

mailto:juditepe@gmail.com
mailto:barbrazowsky@gmail.com
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Elijah Morgan - Roth Scholarship Recipient 
 

On behalf of the Roth Scholarship Committee, it is my distinct pleasure to report to the congrega-
tion on the recipient of this year’s award – Elijah Morgan. 

Elijah has been involved in organizations and extracurricular activities at school including: 
Hampshire High School (HHS) Black Student Alliance; HHS Soccer Team; HHS Student Voices; 
HHS Barbell Club; HHS Track and Field; HHS Orchestra Violinist Concert Orchestra; and HHS  
Orchestra Violinist Symphonic Orchestra. In 
addition to being a lifelong member of CKI, 
Elijah was recently honored by the Jewish 
United Fund as one of JUF’s 18 under 18.  His 
community involvement includes being a 
member of Fox Valley LEAP (Leadership,  
Education, Altruism, Philanthropy); and a 
board member of the Fox Valley Black Youth 
Coalition.    

Elijah is committed to Illinois State University 
in Normal IL where he plans to major in cyber-
security and pursue a career as a cybersecurity 
tester or specialist.   

Elijah wrote eloquently about the influence 
that Judaism has had on his life, and cited in 
particular the value of Tzedek, to act justly and 
do what’s right. He explained that learning 
this value in Hebrew school led him to join 
many groups that help others, and he  
assumed leadership roles in many of these 
groups. He shared that being Jewish in a  
predominantly non-Jewish area led him to  
realize that many people don’t understand  
Judaism. He described his response to anti-
semitic remarks as one of listening and  
educating others about Jewish culture in order to build understanding.  To that end, he has helped 
to plan and run Hampshire High School’s Multicultural Fair where students from many back-
grounds display their cultures in order to build community connections and dissolve misunder-
standings and hate. He said he is confident that Jewish values will continue to help him do great 
things in his future.     

To his parents – Kara and James Morgan – I say a hardy Mazel Tov!  And to our recipient – Elijah –  
I say Yasher Koach! May you continue to go from strength to strength.  

B’Shalom, 

Maureen Manning, Roth Scholarship Committee Chair 

Heather, Elijah, & Kara at JUF Recognition 
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Note of Appreciation  

 

Dear Rabbi Margaret, 

Just a note to express my gratitude to you and to the 
temple for a meaningful Passover experience. A 
year ago I moved from southern Oregon to Green-
fields of Geneva to be near to my son and his family. 
I found myself in a community of nice enough but 
dedicated Lutherans and Catholics. Here their lives 
revolved around bible study, daily, and traditional 

Christian holidays. It made me feel like a total outsider. 

Coming to the temple last night (for the Community Passover) and experiencing the familiar  
Jewish culture, including Jewish foods, holiday prayers, and the joy of the holiday brought me a 
feeling of deep connection, and it meant the world to me.  I felt very much at home even though I 
hardly knew anyone! 

Thank you for welcoming me into the fold.  I hope to participate in future temple events. 

—Bonnie Holstein 

Men’s Club  

I would like to thank everyone who supported the Yom  
HaShoah Yellow Candle project.  To avoid the chance of  
leaving someone out, I will not name individuals, but thank 
you from the bottom of my heart.  If in the event people still 
want to contribute, donations are always accepted, and thank 
you in advance for them.                            

                                                                    —Ken Jacoby, VP Men’s Club 

Save the Date for Hadassah Event 

Please join Elgin Hadassah for "Labors of 
Love," a documentary about Henrietta 
Szold's legacy as founder of Hadassah. 

Sunday, July 19 @ 2:30 pm 

 

Hadassah members, CKI members, and guests are  
welcome. Registration is required. Details to follow. 

 
CKI Choir Rehearsals 

 
 June 7 @ 9:30am    

 June 14 @ 9:30am 

 
           
  Questions? 
  please contact: 
  
            Shira at 708-560-5370 &  
              Stew at 630-531-7164 
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c 

June 2026 Shabbat Services: Fridays @ 7:00 PM; Saturdays @ 9:30 AM 

Jun 2 Java & Jews  9:00AM Jun 15 Ha Kol Submissions Due   

Jun 4 Torah Study 4:00 PM Jun 16 CKI Book Club 10:00 AM 
Jun 5 Kabbalat Shabbat & Board Installation 7:00 PM Jun 18 Torah Study 4:00 PM 

Jun 6 Shabbat Services Hybrid 9:30 AM 
Jun 19  

Office Closed for Juneteenth   
Jun 9 CKI Board Meeting 7:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Zimrah Service 6:00 PM 

Jun 11 
Torah Study 4:00 PM Jun 20 Shabbat Service with Pastor Thea Kornelius 9:30 AM 
Gail Borden Book Discussion 6:30 PM Jun 21 Rabbi Margaret at First Presbyterian 10:00 AM 

Jun 12 Kabbalat Shabbat Service  7:00 PM Jun 27 Shabbat Services Hybrid  9:30 AM 
Jun 13 Shabbat Services Hybrid 9:30 AM Jun 30 CKI Soup Kettle 3:30 PM 


