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330 Division Street 

Elgin, Illinois 60120 

Ph: 847.741.5656 

cki@ckielgin.org  Shevat—Adar 5786 

February 2026 

January seemed to be a 
long month. But it looks like 
we made it. February is the 

shortest month on the Gregorian  
calendar. Just 28 days. Yet, given  
winter weather in Chicagoland, it 
can still feel long. My mother used to 
say something like, “If you do some-
thing nice for me in February, then I 
will do something nice for you in 
March.” Yet, she also made each day 
celebratory.  

There is a lot to celebrate in February. 
Tu B’shevat. My birthday. Lincoln’s 
Birthday. Valentine’s Day. President’s 
Day. Washington’s Birthday. Girl 

Scout Thinking Day. Shabbat   
every week. Rosh Hodesh Adar.  My 
mother made every day fun. It still is.  

The theme for the month of Adar is, 
“Be Happy; It’s Adar.” Why are we 
happy? Because we survived. It’s like 
that old joke. “They tried to kill us. We 
survived. Let’s eat.”   

We survived. We are still surviving. 
That is important to remember and 
celebrate.  

We survived the evil Haman. I’ve been 
thinking a lot about Esther. She had a 
choice to speak up or not. Mordecai 

From the Rabbi ’s Study 

As we move through the 
late winter months, I want 
to share a brief look ahead 

at the work of our Board of Directors. 
During our February, March, and April 
meetings, the board will be discussing 
several important items that help 
shape the future of our congregation. 
These include the proposed budget for 
the 2026–2027 fiscal year, potential 
updates to our by-laws, and the results 
of the recent kitchen survey. Each of 
these topics reflects our shared  
commitment to thoughtful steward-
ship, transparency, and creating a  

welcoming community that meets the 
needs of our members. 

As these conversations unfold, I want 
to warmly invite you to share your 
thoughts, questions, and feedback. 
Please feel free to reach out to me or 
to any member of the Board of  
Directors. Our congregation is  
strongest when voices are heard,  
perspectives are shared, and ideas are 
exchanged.  We are all part of CKI, and 
each of us has a voice in what is  
important and what matters here. 

I also want to extend my sincere  
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told her, “Do not imagine that you, 
of all the Jews, will escape with 
your life by being in the king’s  
palace. On the contrary, if you keep 
silent in this crisis, relief and  
deliverance will come from another 
quarter...And who knows, perhaps 
you have attained your royal  
position for just such a crisis.”   
(Esther 4:14)  

Before Esther revealed her identity, 
when she was living in the palace, 
she kept kosher by being  
vegetarian. It is the simplest form of 
kashrut. There are many recipes 
handed down through the genera-
tions of chickpeas that Esther  
allegedly ate. I love following Tori 
Avery’s food blog. Here are her 
vegetarian selections for Purim. Try 
one. You can’t go wrong:  
https://toriavey.com/recipes/purim/   

Food plays such a central role in all 
of our celebrations: birthdays,  
Jewish holidays, Shabbat.  I can’t 
imagine birthdays without cake. 
Shabbat without challah, Purim 
without hamantaschen. Or Tu 
B’shevat without wine, fruits, and 
nuts. And the kids think it comes 
with ice cream! All those are rituals, 
and they enrich our lives.  

Imagine not having enough food. 
That is one of the reasons that the 
Book of Esther tells us to observe 
as days of feasting and joy by  
giving gifts of food to another and 
gifts to the poor. That’s why we 
make lunches for the Community 
Crisis Center as part of the Purim 
Carnival.   

What unique food rituals do you 
have in your family? However you 
celebrate this month, remember we 
survived and are surviving.   

 
       —Rabbi Margaret Frisch Klein 

 

   From the Rabbi’s Study Continued... 

 

To reach Rabbi Margaret,  please 
call her cell number after 8:00 am  
 except on Mondays or Shabbat: 

978-590-8268. 
In case of emergency  

(hospitalization or death)  
please call, leave a message, and  
Rabbi will get back to you promptly. 

 

If there is an illness in the family  
or the loss of a loved one,  
 call CKI @ 847-741-5656,  

so that your CKI family  
can reach out and be of help. 

Rabbi Margaret presenting a CKI donation check  
to Food for Greater Elgin 

https://toriavey.com/recipes/purim/
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CKI BOARD OFFICERS 
President – Josh Stober 

 Past President – Risa Cohen 

Executive Vice-President – Josh Raben 

VP Ritual Chair—Gene Lindow 

Treasurer – Jerry Niederman 

Recording Secretary – Melissa Margason 
VP Men’s Club—Ken Jacoby 

 

CKI MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
Terms expire 2026: 

Gale Jacoby 

Maureen Manning 

Jenny Trygar 

Open 

Terms expire 2027: 

Kara Morgan 

Malcolm Morris 

Jana McFarlane 

Barbara Edelstein 
 

Terms expire 2028: 

Michelle Gomberg 

Morgan Finneran 

Jessica Raben 

Barb Razowsky  
 

To contact, call CKI at 847-741-5656 

 

CKI Office Hours 
 

Peg is in the office Monday—Friday:   
10:30 AM – 3:30 PM @ 847-741-5656 

When writing a check, make it payable to  
Congregation Kneseth Israel, NOT CKI.  

Please note what the money  
is intended for.     

Thank you! 

   Feb. 10th @ 9:00 am 

Check your email or contact Rabbi Margaret at 

          rabbi@ckielgin.org  for more information.  

thanks to everyone for your patience and flexibility  
during this stretch of cold, snowy weather. We know 
that weather-related schedule changes and adjust-
ments can be inconvenient, and we are grateful for 
your understanding and good spirits as we work to 
keep everyone safe while maintaining meaningful  
opportunities to gather. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued engagement, 
care, and commitment to our community. I look  
forward to the conversations ahead and to continuing 
this work together. 
 

           —Josh Stober 

President’s Message Cont.  

mailto:rabbi@ckielgin.org
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Special Funds 
 

The following funds are available to receive your 
generous donations: 
 

• Clara Wechter Education Fund – Supports Torah 
School and Adult Ed  

• General Fund – For multi-purpose use  

• Jerome & Lillian Roth Scholarship Fund See the 
President. 

• Building Security Fund — EPD security for  
special CKI events 

• Memorial Plaques – $300  

• CKI Youth  Fund – Supports programs for our  
synagogue youth  

• Prayer Book Fund – Siddur is $36; Chumash is 
$60  

• Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund – Needs decided by 
Rabbi  

• Seltzer Music & Cultural Arts Endowment Fund 
– Jewish cultural enrichment programs  

• Simon C. & Ruth L. Kaplan Torah Fund  
Repair of Torah scrolls  

• Sisterhood – Supports women’s group’s  
various projects  

• Blossom Wohl Flower Fund – Pulpit flowers 

• Sisterhood Vision Fund – Large-type Siddur $50  

• Tree of Life – Leaf $125; Dove $500; Rock $1,250 

•  Major Gifts – $5,000 and up.   See the President 

 

GENERAL FUND  
Donations 
• Blossom Wohl 
• Gene & Sandy Lindow 
• Douglas Bakley 
• Steve Sirin 
 

 In memory of Laurie & Len Winner  
• Steve & Kelly Winner 

 

In honor of Micah Crohn Lindow 
• Gene & Sandy Lindow  

Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Simon for Sarah’s engagement 
•      Brad Buker & Anita Hornung 
In honor of Kathy Lange’s birthday 
• Brad Burker & Anita Hornung 
In memory of Deborah Arendt’s son 
• Brad Burker & Anita Hornung 
In memory of grandparents Harry & Lizzie Richberg 
• Jana & Bill McFarlane 
For CKI Security in honor of the addition to the Lindow Family 
•         Jerry Niederman & Phyllis Guth 
Best wishes to Helen Lindow & Sandy & Gene Lindow on the birth of 
their great grandson and grandson 
•      Adrienne Himmelfarb 
To the Lindow family in honor of the birth of Micah Crohn Ulman 
•         Ellen levy 
•      Paul & Risa Cohen 
In memory of the yahrzeits of LeRoy Liss & Philip Sternfeld 
•      Earl & Debbie Sternfeld 
       

TORAH FUND 
Donation 
•      Gene & Sandy Lindow 
 

HADASSAH  
•      Gene & Sandy Lindow 
 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Donation 
• Gene & Sandy Lindow 
To Rabbi Margaret in honor of your birthday 
•      Jana & Bill McFarlane  
 

CLARA WECHTER EDUCATION FUND 
To Walter Beaudette, in memory of your mother 
• Paul & Risa Cohen 

Generous Donations 

           

CKI Book Club Fall 2025 

CKI Book Club Schedule 2025—2026 

Date Book Author Time 

October 21 (Tues.)  The Auschwitz Violinist Jonathan Dunsky 10:00 am 

November 18 Tues.) at Library Beyond Dispute Daniel Taub 1:00 pm 

December 16 (Tues.)  The Boys in the Light Nina Willner 10:00 am 

January 20 (Tues.)   On Her Own Lihi Lapid 10:00 am 

February 17  (Tues.)  The Confidante Christopher Gorham 10:00 am 

March 17 (Tues.)  Landsman Peter Charles Melman 10:00 am 

April 21 (Tues.)  The Midwives Escape Maggie Anton 10:00 am 

May 19 (Tues.) On Democracies & Death Cults Douglas Murray 10:00 am 

June 16  (Tues.) The Last Dekrepitzer Howard Langer 10:00 am 

July 21 (Tues.) When We Were Arabs Massoud Hayoun 10:00 am 

August 18 (Tues.) A Calculated Restraint Richard Breitman 10:00 am 
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Feb 7 
20  Shevat 

   

Yitro 

Exodus 18:1-20:22 

Haftarah Isaiah 6: 

1-7:6; 9:5-6 

Feb 14 
27 Shevat 

Mishpatim 2 Torahs 

#1 Exodus 21:1-

24:18 

#2 Exodus 30:11-

16 

Haftarah 2 Kings 

12:1-17 

Feb 21 
4 Adar 

Terumah 

Exodus 25:1-27:19 

Haftarah 1 Kings 

5:26-6:13 

Feb 28 
11 Adar 

Tetzaveh 

2 Torahs 

#1 Exodus 27:20-

30:10 

#2 Deuteronomy 

25:17-19 

Haftarah 1 Samuel 

15:2-34 

Parashat HaShavu’a: 
Weekly Torah Portions 

Click the button to find us 
on Facebook 

Click the button to Donate 
or Pay Your Dues 

Kvelling...We add our mazel tovs to: 
 
   

• The Lindow Family on the birth of 
Micah Crohn Ulman 

 
Share your good news.   Please let  Rab-
bi Margaret or the office know about the 
special events in your life so we can  
celebrate with you. 

February Birthdays February Anniversaries 

Rabbi Margaret Frisch Klein Feb 1 

Richard Kruth Feb 3 

Sara Shankman Feb 3 

Helen Lindow Feb 4 

Lucy Marshall Feb 4 

Cindy Placko Feb 5 

Jason Garland Feb 6 

Sarah Klein Feb 8 

Carolyn Ginder Feb 9 

Ronald Razowsky Feb 9 

Dick Johnson Feb 10 

Erika Chaviano Feb 15 

Jessica Shankman Feb 15 

Max Bromet Feb 16 

Laura Wolf Feb 18 

Kara Gauthier Feb 19 

Walter Beaudette Feb 20 

Miles Gomberg Feb 20 

Elliot Pacanowski Feb 22 

Dennis Mariasis Feb 23 

Rochelle Tremmel Feb 23 

Jeffrey Kohlhagen Feb 24 

Yanelsy Garcia Feb 25 

Ken More Feb 26 

https://www.facebook.com/ckielgin
http://www.ckielgin.org/donations--dues.html
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October 4, 2025. 12 pm. Shostka train 
station, northeastern Ukraine. The 
Russian border is 25 miles away.  
People are boarding the Kiev express. 
Two drones hit — one lands on the 
station, the second explodes on the 
train, killing several people and 
wounding dozens. 

Hadassah Neurim Youth Village  
student Matvei Moroz, 17, sits on a 

bus, impassively 
relating the story 
of Shostka. His 
story. 

It's 7:30 am as the 
vehicle crosses 
foggy central  
Poland, bound for 
Kielce and its 1946 

blood libel and subsequent pogrom in 
which at least 42 Holocaust survivors 
were murdered. The expert Israeli 
tour guides will soon tell the Kielce 
story to the 150 students on this 
Hadassah-sponsored trip to Poland. 
They will share the story in the 
local Jewish cemetery — the only 
tangible reminder of what was. 

Matvei wants to tell his own story. 
He grew up in Shostka, a city of 
80,000 people with only a small 
Jewish community, “most of them 
in their seventies.” When he was 13, 
Matvei’s mother decided to send him 
to a religious Jewish boarding school 
in Kiev, with prayers in the Great  
Choral Synagogue. That was in  
October 2021. Just four months later, 
one of the counselors woke him, tell-
ing him to quickly pack a bag because 
war with Russia had broken out. 

“Hopefully it's just for a few days,” 
the counselor said. 

Matvei arrived at a camp for  
displaced Jewish Ukrainians, where he 
was reunited with his mother six  
weeks later. She told him it would be 
best for him to leave the country,  
 
 

 

though she would remain with her  
parents back in Shostka. 

"I was asked by the authorities if I 
wanted to move to Germany or  
Israel,” Matvei recalls. After several 
weeks in Poland and Hungary, he 
moved to Israel and to Hadassah  
Neurim. 

The fog lifts a little, but the bus  
continues cutting through wintry  
Poland. Matvei scrolls through photos 
and videos on his phone. 

"This is my great-uncle and his son on 
their farm about three miles from the 
Russian border.” The image shows a 
typical Ukrainian rural scene, with a 
rundown shed and a tractor in the 
background. “There are only about 
three people left in this village. My 
great-uncle is stubborn — he won’t 
leave.” 

Perhaps surprisingly, Shostka’s popu-
lation has grown since the start of the 
war. Matvei explains that people from 
nearby villages relocated there. 

Hadassah Neurim is a peaceful haven 
for Matvei and dozens of young 
Ukrainian refugees. “But the thunder 
in Israel is much louder than back 
home, and when I hear it in the village 
I panic. It takes me back to Shostka.” 

He has returned to Shostka numerous 
times in the past few years to be with  
his mother and grandparents, but it is 
not easy for him to be there, nor to 
leave them on his return to Israel. 

He scrolls through videos he and  
 
 

 

friends filmed of burning buildings,  
destroyed apartments and armed 
drones flying overhead toward larger 
cities. 

"Even in Shostka there can be as 
many as 40 explosive devices landing 
in a single day,” he says. “I miss the 
beauty and the weather back home, 
but next year I will draft into the Israel 
Defense Forces. Maybe my mom will 
make Aliyah, but for now she is with 
her parents. 

“True, my story is tough, but there 
are others in Hadassah Neurim with 
maybe more harrowing experiences.” 

The bus pulls into the cemetery park-
ing area. Matvei looks up thoughtfully. 

“Maybe the reason I came on this trip 
was because of my great grand-
mother. She was Jewish. She served 
in the Russian army in World War II. I 

need to learn her story.” 

Hadassah: Youth Aliyah.   Nearly a 
third of children in Israel live in  
poverty, and almost half a million 
suffer from high-risk situations 
such as abuse, learning disabilities 
or a lack of basic needs. Still others 
come from places around the world 
where it is no longer safe to be a Jew. 

Central to our mission is the well-
being of future generations, and the 
Hadassah-supported Meir Shfeyah 
and Neurim Youth Aliyah villages help 
put these children on a path to  
success. Since 1934, over 300,000  
students from 80 lands have  
graduated from Youth Aliyah. 

Young immigrants and at-risk native 

Israelis receive a full spectrum of help 

— shelter, food, counseling, educa-

tion and other supportive services. 

From Hebrew lessons and classes on 

Jewish heritage to athletics and art, 

they get the care and attention  

needed to become productive  

members of Israeli society. 

Creating a New Life in Israel, Despite Longing for Ukraine 
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Ritually Speaking 

 

 

THE “Y” FACTOR 
 

I sometimes get distracted during services as I look for more insight into 

various prayers.  My latest observation was during the Amidah when I 

noticed the capitalization of the “Y” in “Your.”  In our prayer book the 

Amidah starts on page 115: look at the letter Y, and open your mind to 

what comes next: “Gene’s imagination.”  Is it “Your” or is it “our” with a 

Y in front of it?  I say both. 

 

a.  Is “Y” a funnel?   The outward, left-angled line represents G-d. The 

right-angled line represents the Jewish people.  When the two lines work together directing the energy 

and wisdom, it will flow down  into the vertical line, which represents humanity.  Balance is achieved 

when there is a full connection of all three lines to enable proper energy flow. My interpretation is WE 

need balance in our lives—too much of one over the other is not the best situation. 

 

b.  Is it a Kos (cup)?  Is it a wine cup (Sandy would say margarita)?  Life is a journey and the level in the 

glass is in constant flux, with ups and downs, highs and lows.  Life is easier when the glass is full, but how 

do we handle it when the cup is low or empty?  How do we approach the challenges, and what do we 

have in our arsenal to help us achieve the best outcome?   

 

There is never one answer that works for all situations.  I need to reset and one of the ways I accomplish 

this is through prayer.  My time at CKI, specifically on Shabbos, allows me to truly take a break from the 

everyday challenges.  To allow me for those few hours to slow the pace, to breathe, to study the weekly 

portion, and interpret history.  To see the way our ancestors handled their interactions with G-d and 

their fellow human beings. 

 

I appreciate that CKI has been here for 133 years -- for all of us!  Our synagogue is more than just a build-

ing with a sanctuary and books.  The key to CKI’s longevity and future has always been its people.   We 

need You, Your energy, and participation as much as G-d needs our partnership to be the funnel and to 

enjoy a fuller cup of life.    In the coming days and months, please join us. I hope if you get asked to be on 

a committee or on the Board (hint hint) that you will allow yourself to answer the call in the affirmative.  

You can make a difference in OUR CKI family. 

 

Gene Lindow 
CKI Ritual Chair 
cki.ritual@gmail.com  
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Yahrzeits 

We recall with loving memory those whose yahrzeits are commemorated during the coming weeks, and those 
whose names are read in the synagogue at Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services during  
February. It is appropriate for members of their families to be present when these names are read. 

 
 

There are two dates listed above on our  
yahrzeit list. The first is the actual date of the 
yahrzeit, and memorial candles should be lit 
on the preceding evening.  The  
second are the days of the services at which 
the name is read. An asterisk after a name 
indicates that a plaque is affixed to the Me-
morial Tablet. 

   NOTE: Shabbat ends 50 minutes after candle lighting time on Saturday nite 

Kindle the Shabbat Candles and HAVDALAH Candles 

   Fri  Feb 6 4:56 pm     Sat  Feb 7 6:06 pm 

   Fri  Feb 13 5:05 pm      Sat  Feb 14 6:15 pm 

    Fri  Feb 20 5:14 pm     Sat Feb 21 6:23 pm 

   Fri Feb 27 5:22 pm    Sat Feb 28 6:32 pm 

Name Date Observed Date of Service Name Date Observed Date of Service 

Mildred lipofsky* Feb 7 Feb 6 & 7 Barbara Sharf* Feb 20 Feb 13 & 14 

Marian Ginsberg Loeb Feb 7 Feb 6 & 7 Estelle Chaet Feb 21 Feb 20 & 21 

Lena Miller Simon* Feb 7 Feb 6 & 7 Harriet Coyne Feb 22 Feb 20 & 21 

Betty Hillman Feb 8 Feb 6 & 7 Sarah Burstein* Feb 22 Feb 20 & 21 

Yetta Haft Feb 8 Feb 6 & 7 Harry Gordon Feb 22 Feb 20 & 21 

Isadore Ginsberg* Feb 8 Feb 6 & 7 David Morgan Feb 23 Feb 20 & 21 

Sophie Kaplan* Feb 9 Feb 6 & 7 Rose Epstein Feb 23 Feb 20 & 21 

Anna Perlman* Feb 9 Feb 6 & 7 Joyce Bloomberg Feb 24 Feb 20 & 21 

Marion Weiser Belgrad Feb 10 Feb 6 & 7 Peter Rose Feb 24 Feb 20 & 21 

Jerome Arendt Feb 10 Feb 6 & 7 Bernadine Rifken* Feb 24 Feb 20 & 21 

Ken Weiser Feb 11 Feb 6 & 7 William Durchslag Feb 26 Feb 20 & 21 

John Joseph Harrington Feb 12 Feb 6 & 7 Ida Fox* Feb 26 Feb 20 & 21 

Harold Modes Feb 12 Feb 6 & 7 Lorraine Silins* Feb 26 Feb 20 & 21 

Sanford J. Zemel* Feb 13 Feb 6 & 7 Max Burstein* Feb 26 Feb 20 & 21 

Morris Agins Feb 13 Feb 6 & 7 Ethel Bleicher* Feb 26 Feb 20 & 21 

Joseph Whalen Feb 14 Feb 13 & 14 Michael Levin Feb 27 Feb 20 & 21 

Frank Clemmer Feb 14 Feb 13 & 14 Ethel Rifken* Feb 27 Feb 20 & 21 

Philip Sternfeld Feb 14 Feb 13 & 14 Meyer Pickoff Feb 28 Feb 27 & 28 

Max Kahn Feb 14 Feb 13 & 14 Clifford Manning Feb 28 Feb 27 & 28 

Benjamin Garland Feb 14 Feb 13 & 14 Rachel Rifken* Feb 28 Feb 27 & 28 

Ronald Raben Feb 15 Feb 13 & 14 Mabel Frary Mar 2 Feb 27 & 28 

Israel Hymovitz* Feb 16 Feb 13 & 14 Patsy McQuary Mar 2 Feb 27 & 28 

Joseph Fishman Feb 17 Feb 13 & 14 Robert Isadore Burstein* Mar 2 Feb 27 & 28 

Phyllis Crohn Feb 17 Feb 13 & 14 Thomas Puklin* Mar 2 Feb 27 & 28 

Sheldon Franks* Feb 17 Feb 13 & 14 David Wener Mar 3 Feb 27 & 28 

Marion Bromberg Feb 18 Feb 13 & 14 Frederic Lorsch Mar 3 Feb 27 & 28 

Jerome Roth Feb 18 Feb 13 & 14 Norman Schack* Mar 3 Feb 27 & 28 

Misako Bobrow Feb 19 Feb 13 & 14 Ethel Thomas Mar 4 Feb 27 & 28 

Lillian Nitzberg Feb 19 Feb 13 & 14 Dorothy Kruth Mar 4 Feb 27 & 28 

Leonard Abraham Plotzker Feb 19 Feb 13 & 14 Mae Burstein* Mar 4 Feb 27 & 28 

Philip Turek* Feb 19 Feb 13 & 14 Jordan Schwartz Mar 6 Feb 27 & 28 

Sylvia Zimmerman* Feb 19 Feb 13 & 14 Adele Epstein Mar 6 Feb 27 & 28 
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Torah School  
Shalom! 
 

I hope everyone is staying warm and maybe even dreaming of the warmer days 
ahead. 

In Pirkei Avot (Ethics of Our Ancestors), Chapter 1, Verse 9, we learn: “Joshua ben 
Perahiah and Nittai the Arbelite received the tradition from them. Joshua ben  
Perahiah used to say: ‘Appoint for yourself a teacher, acquire for yourself a  
companion, and judge every person favorably.’” 

What does this teaching mean for us today? How does it speak to us as educators, 
as a community of Jewish adults, and as individuals? And how might it apply to 
learners of every age? 

As the year continues, we have the opportunity to explore these questions  
together—learning from one another as each teacher leads a new portion of our 
shared journey. 

We had a wonderful Family Pajama Shabbat on January 9th, filled with warmth, 
friendship, and (of course) singing and a story. Thank you to everyone who joined us! 

Our First Friday Family Shabbats continue on February 6th and March 6th, both at 
5:30 PM at CKI. We hope to see you there. 

Family Havdalah will be Saturday, February 21st, from 4-6 pm at Biana and Mike 
Castro’s.  RSVP to me and I’ll give you the address. 

On Sunday, February 1st, we will celebrate Tu B’Shevat, the birthday of the trees! 
There will be planting, tasting, and lots of learning. Do you know the different 
groups of fruits we will be sampling? What’s your favorite tree? 

Please note: There will be no Torah School on Sunday, February 15th, as it’s  
Presidents' Day Weekend. 

Looking ahead, planning is underway for Queen Esther's Mad Science Masquerade 
on Sunday, March 1st, from 10 AM-12.   Dress in costume, hear the story of Purim, 
conduct science experiments, and watch a science story about Purim. QR code or 
link to register is on the flyer. 

Stay warm, and thank you for being part of our learning community. 

Warmly, 
 

Heather 
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   ACTS OF CHESED 

 
Thank you to those who have pitched in to make CKI warm and  

welcoming (and safe).  Many times, things are done very quietly and 

anonymously, so if you did something that isn’t acknowledged, please 

know that your deed was greatly appreciated.  

 

All the people who donated to the Martin Luther King Food Drive 

with their generous donations 

Jenny for driving the food donations to Food for Greater Elgin 

Gene, Shira, Josh S., & Heather for covering Friday services while 

Rabbi was in Boston 

Jeanette & Chris for Oneg shabbat treats for First Friday Family Shabbat 

Judi & Anita for taking Kathy out for a birthday lunch 

Risa for driving Nikki   

Hillary for contributing towards the expense of a new furnace valve 

                                        Soup Kettle Scoop 

     
 

CKI members just show up and get to work 

when it’s our turn to host the Soup Kettle. 

The December 30 evening was a meaningful 

way to ring in the New Year for our dinner 

guests and a team of dedicated volunteers. 

Thank you to Jerry and Phyllis Niederman, 

Anita Hornung, Deborah Arendt, who brought 

along a Happy New Year sheet cake, Myron 

Goldman, Kathy Lange, and Samantha 

Mathews. We just couldn’t fulfill our  

obligation without wonderful volunteers, and 

we can work in shifts when we have enough volunteers. 

Our next Soup Kettle is March 31.  

To volunteer, please contact Judi at juditepe@gmail.com  

or Barb Razowsky at barbrazowsky@gmail.com  

mailto:juditepe@gmail.com
mailto:barbrazowsky@gmail.com
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Hadassah is sponsoring Shabbat Zahor on Friday night, February 27, 

with the hope that many Elgin Chapter members and associates will  

participate in the service via Zoom or in-person. Contact Maureen  

Manning to select a reading or prayer for which you wish to volunteer. 

This Shabbat connects Hadassah and Queen Esther and the qualities 

that inspire leadership of the Jewish people. This will be an occasion in 

which we recognize Hadassah members for their support of our local 

and LARGER Jewish community. Oneg to follow."  

 

Holocaust Remembrance Presentation 
 

Hadassah, in collaboration with Gale Jacoby., will introduce 
Rose Marie to our community on April 19, 2026 at 2 PM  
in CKI's sanctuary. Her working title, "Whisked Away," will  
describe her survival as a young girl in France during the  
Holocaust. 

Stay tuned for more details in subsequent issues of HaKol. 

 

Roth Scholarship 

 

High School Seniors of CKI members in good standing are invited to apply for the Jerome 

and Lillian Roth Scholarship. This award is made annually 

to a student wishing to attend post high school educational 

programs - including college, university, and professional 

or technical programs.  

 

Applications can be obtained from the CKI Office or from 

Maureen Manning. Deadline for submission of all materials 

is noon on April 15. The winner will be announced at our 

Congregation Meeting in May.  

 

For more information please contact Maureen Manning.  
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February 2026 Shabbat Services: Fridays @ 7:00 PM; Saturdays @ 9:30 AM 

Feb 1 
Torah School Tu B'Shevat 9:00 AM Feb 14 Shabbat Services Hybrid 9:30 AM 

Dist 8 Candidate Forum 2:00 PM 
Feb 15 

Ha Kol Submissions Due   

Feb 3 Men's Club Social Meeting 6:30 PM NO Torah School   

Feb 5 
Torah Study  4:00 PM Feb 16 Office Closed for President's Day   

Adult Hebrew Class 7:00 PM Feb 17 CKI Book Club 10:00 AM 

Feb 6 
First Friday Family Shabbat 5:30 PM 

Feb 19 
Torah Study 4:00 PM 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 7:00 PM Adult Hebrew 7:00 PM 

Feb 7 Shabbat Services Hybrid  9:30 AM Feb 20 Kabbalat Shabbat Zimrah Service  7:00 PM 

Feb 8 Torah School 9:00 AM 
Feb 21 

Shabbat Services Hybrid 9:30 AM 

Feb 10 
Java & Jews 9:00 AM A Lovely Havdalah 4:00 PM 

CKI Board Meeting 7:00 PM Feb 22 Torah School 9:00 AM 

Feb 12 
Torah Study  4:00 PM Feb 26 Torah Study 4:00 PM 

Adult Hebrew Class 7:00 PM Feb 27 Kabbalat Shabbat Hadassah Zachor Service  7:00 PM 

Feb 13 Kabbalat Shabbat Service & PADS 7:00 PM Feb 28 Shabbat Services Hybrid 9:30 AM 


