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330 Division Street 

Elgin, Illinois 60120 

Ph: 847.741.5656 

cki@ckielgin.org  Tevet—Sh’vat 5786 

January 2026 

January. A new (secular) 
year. It gets a little lighter 
each day. We have made it 

through the darkest part of the year. 
For some, this is a season of new  
beginnings. Maybe even New Year’s 
Resolutions.  
 

I don’t make resolutions, as much 
as set new goals. How many books 
will I read and review on Goodreads? 
How many miles will I run with Run 
the Year? Will I travel? Hike? See a 
sunrise over the ocean—or Lake  
Michigan? ? It comes back to one of 
my favorite poems from Mary Oliver—
and you have heard this from me  

before, "Tell me, what is it you plan to 
do with your one wild and precious 
life?”  

One thing that people may elect to do 
is to pick up new skills. Perhaps 
that might be better Hebrew reading.  
 
Starting in January we will be offering 
more adult Hebrew on Thursday 
nights on Zoom only.  The alef bet 
beginning reading class will be taught 
by Sam Steinberg, who has taught in 
our Torah School for a long time. The 
intermediate Hebrew class focusing on 
prayerbook Hebrew will be taught by 

From the Rabbi ’s Study 

As we turn the calendar to 
January, we find ourselves 
at a meaningful pause 

point in the Jewish year. While the 
secular new year often emphasizes 
resolutions and fresh starts, our  
tradition invites us into a deeper kind 
of reflection, one that honors where 
we have been and gently guides us 
toward where we are going. 

Just a few months ago, we gathered 
for the High Holy Days. Rosh  
Hashanah called us to wake up, to 
listen closely, and to take stock of our 
lives. Yom Kippur asked us to look  

inward with honesty and humility, 
seeking forgiveness and offering it to 
others. In the days that followed,  
Sukkot reminded us of life’s fragility 
and beauty, urging us to dwell, if only 
briefly, in gratitude. And most recently, 
Hanukkah brought light into the dark-
est days of the year, reminding us that 
hope, courage, and faith can endure 
even when circumstances feel  
uncertain. 

These moments were not isolated 
events. They are part of an ongoing 
spiritual journey. Each holiday gave us 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Jan. 13—CKI Board Meeting 

Jan. 21—Shalom Connections Game Night 

Jan. 25—CKI Hadassah Mahjong 

Feb. 1—Tu B’Shevat 
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me. Both are part of a grant from 
the NJOP (National Jewish  
Outreach Project).  

You don’t have to know Hebrew to 
be Jewish. However, as I often say, 
knowing Hebrew helps deepen 
your understanding. Every transla-
tion is a commentary. Here is an 
example. Brit (bris) means  
covenant. We use the word in  
combination, “Brit milah,” the  
ceremony of cutting that we do to 
welcome baby boys and adult 
males who are converting into  
being Jewish. Sometimes we just 
use the word brit for that ceremony.  
 
Another example. Our chumash  
(the red book) is called Etz Hayyim. 
It is a book with the Five Books of  
Moses, the Torah, together with 
commentary and the haftarah.  
Chumash means five. Our chumash, 
using a JPS translation, talks about 
“brit shalom” as in Numbers: “I 
hereby grant him my covenant of 
peace (briti shalom),” which is how 
you might expect it to be  
translated. In our chumash, it 
says, “Covenant of friendship.” 
Knowing that the word brit means 
covenant and shalom means  
hello, goodbye, and peace, gets you 
closer to the real meaning. Knowing 
some Hebrew enriches your experi-
ence of our liturgy, which is done at 
CKI in a combination of Hebrew 
and English. Knowing some  
Hebrew helps you feel more a part 
of the wider Jewish community.   

In January we also mark Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, jr Weekend in 
Elgin and around the United States. 
This year there is a return to the 
MLK Food Drive. As you know, we 
can purchase $10 of food for every 
$1 contributed. Consider bringing 
non-perishables, or a check or Zelle 
payment made out to CKI in the 
first two weeks of January, but  
earmarked for MLK. 

In addition, I have been tapped to 
speak on two panels. One will be on 
the theology of King on Jan. 14th at 
7:00 PM at Gail Borden Public  
Library. The other will be on King 
and Non-Violence on Jan. 28th at 
7:00 PM, also at Gail Borden. The 
public is encouraged to attend.  
Participating in these Martin Luther 
King events is part of how 
we demonstrate,“V’ahavta L’Reych
a Kamocha. Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” It is part of being in a “brit 
shalom.”  

Stay warm. Stay safe.  Tu B'shevat 
starts at sundown on Feb 1st. 
Spring is coming! 

 

 

—Rabbi Margaret Frisch Klein 

 

   From the Rabbi’s Study Continued... 

 
 

To reach Rabbi Margaret,  please 
call her cell number after 8:00 am  
 except on Mondays or Shabbat: 

978-590-8268. 
In case of emergency  

(hospitalization or death)  
please call, leave a message, and  
Rabbi will get back to you promptly. 

 

If there is an illness in the family  
or the loss of a loved one,  
 call CKI @ 847-741-5656  

so that your CKI family  
can reach out and be of help. 
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CKI BOARD OFFICERS 
President – Josh Stober 

 Past President – Risa Cohen 

Executive Vice-President – Josh Raben 

VP Ritual Chair—Gene Lindow 

Treasurer – Jerry Niederman 

Recording Secretary – Melissa Margason 
VP Men’s Club—Ken Jacoby 

 

CKI MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
Terms expire 2026: 

Gale Jacoby 

Maureen Manning 

Jenny Trygar 

Open 

Terms expire 2027: 

Kara Morgan 

Malcolm Morris 

Jana McFarlane 

Barbara Edelstein 
 

Terms expire 2028: 

Michelle Gomberg 

Morgan Finneran 

Jessica Raben 

Barb Razowsky  
 

To contact, call CKI at 847-741-5656 

 

CKI Office Hours 
 

Peg is in the office Monday—Friday:   
10:30 AM – 3:30 PM @ 847-741-5656 

When writing a check, make it payable to  
Congregation Kneseth Israel, NOT CKI.  

Please note what the money  
is intended for.     

Thank you! 

   Dec. 9th @ 9:00 am 

Check your email or contact Rabbi Margaret at 

          rabbi@ckielgin.org  for more information.  

tools such as reflection, repentance, gratitude, and  
resilience that we carry with us into the months ahead. 
January offers an opportunity to reconnect with those 
lessons and ask ourselves how they might continue to 
shape our daily lives, our relationships, and our community. 

As we look forward, we also anticipate the richness of the 
coming Jewish calendar. Tu Bishvat invites us to notice 
growth and renewal, both in the natural world and within 
ourselves. Purim will soon remind us of the power of joy, 
community, and standing up for one another, even in  
unpredictable times. And before long, Passover will call 
us to retell our story of liberation, asking anew what  
freedom means and how we help bring it into being for 
ourselves and others. 

Our congregation plays a vital role in bringing these  
moments to life. Services, learning opportunities, social 
gatherings, and acts of service are not just items on a 
calendar. They are opportunities to connect with tradition, 
with community, and with something larger than  
ourselves. Whether you attend regularly or have been 
away for a while, we encourage you to join us in the 
weeks ahead. Your presence matters, and there is space 
for you here. 

January is not only about beginning again. It is about  
continuing thoughtfully. Together, may we carry forward 
the wisdom of the past months, embrace the joy and 
challenge of the holidays ahead, and strengthen the 
bonds that make our temple a spiritual home. 

We look forward to seeing you in services, at programs, 
and in shared moments of meaning throughout the  
season and the year to come. 

     —Josh Stober 

President’s Message Cont.  

mailto:rabbi@ckielgin.org
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Special Funds 
 

The following funds are available to receive your 
generous donations: 
 

• Clara Wechter Education Fund – Supports Torah 
School and Adult Ed  

• General Fund – For multi-purpose use  

• Jerome & Lillian Roth Scholarship Fund See the 
President. 

• Building Security Fund — EPD security for  
special CKI events 

• Memorial Plaques – $300  

• CKI Youth  Fund – Supports programs for our  
synagogue youth  

• Prayer Book Fund – Siddur is $36; Chumash is 
$60  

• Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund – Needs decided by 
Rabbi  

• Seltzer Music & Cultural Arts Endowment Fund 
– Jewish cultural enrichment programs  

• Simon C. & Ruth L. Kaplan Torah Fund  
Repair of Torah scrolls  

• Sisterhood – Supports women’s group’s  
various projects  

• Blossom Wohl Flower Fund – Pulpit flowers 

• Sisterhood Vision Fund – Large-type Siddur $50  

• Tree of Life – Leaf $125; Dove $500; Rock $1,250 

•  Major Gifts – $5,000 and up.   See the President 

GENERAL FUND  
Donations 
• Steve Sirin 
• Chuck & Nancy Zimmerman 
• Joy Wener Bang 
 

 In honor of Juliet Castro & Cecily Goldman 
• The Margason Family 

 

In memory of David Arendt 
• Ellen Levy 

• Joy Wener Bang 

• Adrienne Himmelfarb 
 

CKI SISTERHOOD VISION FUND 
In memory of David Arendt 
•      Samantha Mathews 
 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Donation 
• Steve Sirin 
• Walter & Veronica Beaudette 
To Deborah Arendt, in memory of her son David 
• Barbara Maring 
• Judi & Vern Tepe 
To Gareth Sitz in honor of your new home 
• Judi & Vern Tepe 
To Rabbi for Elgin Township swearing in prayer 
• Judi & Vern Tepe 
To Shira Coffee in honor of your birthday 
•      Judi & Vern Tepe 
 

CLARA WECHTER EDUCATION FUND 
To Deborah Arendt, in memory of David 
• Dick & Sue Johnson 
• Ken & Gale Jacoby 
• Ron & Barb Razowsky 
• Paul & Risa Cohen 

Generous Donations 

           

CKI Book Club Fall 2025 

CKI Book Club Schedule 2025—2026 

Date Book Author Time 

October 21 (Tues.)  The Auschwitz Violinist Jonathan Dunsky 10:00 am 

November 18 Tues.) at Library Beyond Dispute Daniel Taub 1:00 pm 

December 16 (Tues.)  The Boys in the Light Nina Willner 10:00 am 

January 20 (Tues.)   On Her Own Lihi Lapid 10:00 am 

February 17  (Tues.)  The Confidante Christopher Gorham 10:00 am 

March 17 (Tues.)  Landsman Peter Charles Melman 10:00 am 

April 21 (Tues.)  The Midwives Escape Maggie Anton 10:00 am 

May 19 (Tues.) On Democracies & Death Cults Douglas Murray 10:00 am 

June 16  (Tues.) The Last Dekrepitzer Howard Langer 10:00 am 

July 21 (Tues.) When We Were Arabs Massoud Hayoun 10:00 am 

August 18 (Tues.) A Calculated Restraint Richard Breitman 10:00 am 
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Jan. 3 
 14  Tevet 

   

Vayechi 

Genesis 47:28-

50:26 

Haftarah 1 Kings 

2:1-12 

Jan 10 
21 Tevet 

Shemot 

 Exodus 1:1-6:1 

Haftarah Isaiah 

27:6-28:13 

29:22-23 

Jan 17 
28 Tevet 

Va’era 

Exodus 6:2-9:35 

Haftarah Ezekiel 

28:25-29:21 

Jan 24 
6 Sh’vat 

Bo 

Exodus 10:1-13:16 

Haftarah Jeremiah 

46:13-28 

Jan 31 
13 Sh’vat 

Beshallah 

Exodus 13:17-

17:16 

Haftarah Judges 

4:4-5:31 

Parashat HaShavu’a: 
Weekly Torah Portions 

Click the button to find us 
on Facebook 

Click the button to Donate 
or Pay Your Dues 

Kvelling...We add our mazel tovs to: 
   

• Adrienne Himmelfarb’s granddaughter 
graduating from Bradley as a nurse  
practicioner 

• Torah School students performing “I Had 
a Little Dreidl” on our beautifully clean 
CKI stage 
 

Kick off the new year and share your good 
news. We like to celebrate with you.  Please 
let  Rabbi Margaret or the office know about 
the special events in your life. 

Jesse Njus Jan 3 

Cathy Aron Jan 4 

Sarah Burker Jan 5 

Anita Hornung Jan 6 

Sarah Elizabeth Klein Jan 6 

Shivali Klionsky Jan 8 

Sabrina Rabin  Jan 8 

Samantha Edelstein Jan 11 

Kathy Lange Jan 12 

Stefanie Byk Jan 14 

Jerry Niederman Jan 16 

James Morgan Jan 16 

Barry Rose Jan 17 

Judi Tepe Jan 20 

Jeremy Seigle Jan 21 

Judy Richman Jan 21 

Samantha Newby Jan 22 

Abigail Marczak Jan 23 

David Bromet Jan 25 

Karen Kehl Rose Jan 26 

Eugene Klionsky Jan 27 

Ethan Pacanowski Jan 28 

Rebecca Hymer Jan 30 

Zachery Drew Hymer Jan 30 

January Birthdays 

Charlie & Helen Neuman Jan 1 

Steven Sirin & Scott Scholten Jan 23 

January Anniversaries 

https://www.facebook.com/ckielgin
http://www.ckielgin.org/donations--dues.html
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To help Jamaica in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Melissa — the most severe 
storm ever to hit the Caribbean island 
— the Hadassah Medical Organization 
(HMO) sent a pediatric emergency 
team to Jamaica. Dr. Lea Sarna Cahan, 
a senior physician in the Pediatric ER 
at Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem, and 
Nurse Mor Ben-Simon from the HMO 
pediatric department, joined the  
Israeli delegation organized by  

Israel’s  
Ministry of 
Health and the 
Government of  
Israel. "When 
two Jamaican 
hospitals  
collapsed, 

emergency patients were  
redirected to the hospitals that  
remained operational. 
 

Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem has  
become the first hospital in Israel to 
perform a revolutionary epilepsy  
surgery. This pioneering procedure 
using a responsive neurostimulation 
(RNS) device offers new hope for  
patients battling severe, uncontrolled 
seizures. 

The high-precision RNS medical  
device works by continuously  
monitoring the brain's electrical  
activity, and when it detects abnor-
mal or suspicious patterns, it sends 
small electrical pulses to stop a  
seizure before it can occur.  

"The RNS device is completely person-
alized. It’s tailored specifically to the 
patient's brain, making it a truly  
precise treatment,” explained Dr. 
Dana Ekstein, head of the Neurology 
Department and Comprehensive  
Epilepsy Center. “It’s as if the device 
learns the patient’s unique seizure  
 

 
The HMO team worked shoulder-to-
shoulder with doctors and staff in the 
ER," said Dr. Sarna Cahan. "Each of us 
is, in a way, a goodwill ambassador 
from Israel, and it’s a great privilege 
to take part in such meaningful  
humanitarian work in a country that 
has just experienced such a devas-
tating disaster.” 

Dr. Cahan also shared details about 
one patient, a young girl who arrived  
 

triggers and works to prevent them.” 

The breakthrough surgery, performed 
by Dr. Sami Hayman of the Neurosur-
gery Department and Dr. Zvi Israel, 
head of neurosurgery, along with  
anesthesiologist Dr. Zaid Abu Armila, 
involved implanting the RNS device in 
the identified epileptic focus of the 
brain. 

Dr. Ekstein shared that the team was 
thrilled with the success of the  
surgery: "The device will be activated 
soon, and we expect the patient’s 
condition to significantly  
improve.” 

The Comprehensive Epilepsy 
Center at Hadassah Ein Kerem 
is the only place in Israel  
equipped to program RNS 
devices. The center also  
collaborates with  
international specialists,  

 
in the ER in severe abdominal  
distress. "She was quickly diagnosed 
and stabilized," she said, "thanks in 
part to the ultrasound device we 
brought from Hadassah to Jamaica." 

“The workload is immense, and it was 
extremely difficult for them to man-
age on their own," said Ben-Simon. 
"We’re working around the clock, but 

it’s worth every minute.” 

Dr. Cahan highlights the  
connection that quickly formed 
with patients — not just to the  
medical team but to Israel: “It’s 
incredibly moving when patients 
I’ve treated and discharged — 
who can’t remember my name 
— come back to say, ‘Hey Israel, 
thank you, before leaving the ER 

with a smile.” 

 

including Dr. Dawn S. Eliashiv from 
the UCLA Seizure Disorders Center, 
whose patients in the US have experi-
enced up to an 82 percent reduction 
in seizures and fewer instances of 
sudden death caused by epilepsy. 

The RNS device is a milestone in the 
treatment of epilepsy, and was only 
available in the United States and 
Canada until now. But thanks to the 
advanced clinical expertise at  
Hadassah Ein Kerem, acute epilepsy 
sufferers in Israel now have new hope 
for the future. 

Israeli Crisis Response Team Saves Children’s Lives in Jamaica  

Breakthrough Epilepsy Surgery Offers Hope for Patients 
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Ritually Speaking 

 

 

Name or Names?   

While our parents give us the English name that goes on our birth  

certificates, Jewish children are also given a Hebrew name.  For sons, this 

usually occurs on the eighth day at his Brit Milah (Bris).  For daughters the 

ceremony is called a Brit Bat (Covenant of the daughter) officially welcoming 

her into the covenant of God.  Historically this will happen during a Shabbat 

service.  Our latest Brit Bat at CKI was for Cecily Goldman, little sister to Otis and daughter of Sarah & Josh. 
 

There are several traditions for choosing a Hebrew Name for your child: 

• Some choose a Hebrew name that sounds similar to their secular name (s). 

• Some choose a Hebrew name because they like the meaning of the word or the translation has some  

significance to the family. 

• Ashkenazic Jews often select a name that commemorates a deceased relative in order to honor that person’s 

memory.  Sometimes the child is given the same name or a name using the same first letter as the deceased 

Hebrew or English name. 

• Sephardic Jews often use the same naming tradition, but have the custom of naming their children after living 

relatives. 
 

In my research, here are the current top five (5) Hebrew names for boys and girls: 
 

BOYS      GIRLS 
 

Asher  Blessed    Abigail  Joy of the father 

Doran  Gift    Miriam  “Wished-for” / Beloved 

Ezra  Helper / Leader   Tamar  Date palm 

Gedaliah God is great   Sarah  Princess 

Levi  Joined / Connected  Yael  Mountain goat agility/strength 
 

Some of you know that Sandy and I are overjoyed to be expecting our first grandchild. We have no idea whether 

our grandchild will be a boy or girl; when I’m asked which I’d like, my answer is HEALTHY.  A Midrash I learned long 

ago taught that during gestation, the fetus is blessed with complete comprehension of the Torah and that at time 

of birth an angel touches their forehead, that knowledge is removed, and their life’s mission is to relearn the Torah.  

I interpret that to mean the knowledge is relocated and stored in the deepest parts of the mind, not easily  

retrieved.  Learning something for a second time comes easier, the task is lifelong.  May all of us be educators of 

how to be a mensch – a good person.  The phrase “easier said than done” is an everyday challenge and having a 

Hebrew name of someone that your parents are hoping you will emulate doesn’t hurt. 
 

May 2026 exceed your expectations and be filled with health, joy, and love. 

 
Gene Lindow 
CKI Ritual Chair 
cki.ritual@gmail.com  
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Yahrzeits Page 1 

We recall with loving memory those whose yahrzeits are commemorated during the coming weeks, and those 
whose names are read in the synagogue at Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services during  
January. It is appropriate for members of their families to be present when these names are read. 

 
 

There are two dates listed above on our  
yahrzeit list. The first is the actual date of 
the yahrzeit, and memorial candles should 
be lit on the preceding evening.  The  
second are the days of the services at 
which the name is read. An asterisk after a 
name indicates that a plaque is affixed to 
the Memorial Tablet. 

   NOTE: Shabbat ends 50 minutes after candle lighting time on Saturday nite 

Kindle the Shabbat Candles and HAVDALAH Candles 

   Fri  Jan 2 4:15 pm     Sat  Jan 3 5:24 pm 

   Fri  Jan 9 4:22 pm      Sat  Jan 10 5:31 pm 

    Fri  Jan 16 4:29 pm     Sat Jan 17 5:39 pm 

   Fri Jan 23 4:38 pm    Sat Jan 24 5:48 pm 

 Fri Jan 30 4:47 pm   Sat Jan 31 5:57 pm 

Name Date Observed Date of Service Name Date Observed Date of Service 

Philip Epstein Jan 3 Jan 2 & 3 Harry Seigle* Jan 12 Jan 9 & 10 

Anna Gilbert* Jan 4 Jan 2 & 3 Donald I Richman Jan 12 Jan 9 & 10 

Lillian Salk Stein* Jan 4 Jan 2 & 3 Louis Levy Jan 13 Jan 9 & 10 

Martin Fischer* Jan 5 Jan 2 & 3 David Zemel Jan 13 Jan 9 & 10 

Manfred Leo Lindow* Jan 5 Jan 2 & 3 Betsy Lynn Zeman* Jan 13 Jan 9 & 10 

Henry Grosken Jan 5 Jan 2 & 3 Irving P. Durchslag* Jan 13 Jan 9 & 10 

Irene Kramer* Jan 5 Jan 2 & 3 Donald Frisch Jan 13 Jan 9 & 10 

Maurice Davis Jan 5 Jan 2 & 3 Molly Levine* Jan 14 Jan 9 & 10 

Argo Parrello Jan 5 Jan 2 & 3 Dorothea Vita Lewis Jan 14 Jan 9 & 10 

Henry Norman Eisner* Jan 6 Jan 2 & 3 Albert Smilgoff Jan 14 Jan 9 & 10 

Louis M. Brenner* Jan 7 Jan 2 & 3 Barnett Kadin Jan 14 Jan 9 & 10 

Dorothy Cohen* Jan 7 Jan 2 & 3 Ellen Goodman Jan 15 Jan 9 & 10 

Vivian Atkins Jan 9 Jan 2 & 3 Jean Fischer Shenker* Jan 16 Jan 9 & 10 

Herb Gross Jan 9 Jan 2 & 3 Paula Fay Levy Jan 16 Jan 9 & 10 

Melvin Garland Jan 9 Jan 2 & 3 Elizabeth Chesler Jan 16 Jan 9 & 10 

Florence Shankman Jan 10 Jan 9 & 10 Sarah Miller Jan 16 Jan 9 & 10 

Sylvia Coady* Jan 10 Jan 9 & 10 Sarah Sweet Jan 18 Jan 16 & 17 

Robert Allen Jan 10 Jan 9 & 10 Gerald London Jan 18 Jan 16 & 17 

Harry Richberg Jan 10 Jan 9 & 10 Roy Rifken* Jan 19 Jan 16 & 17 

Mollie Kleinman Jan 11 Jan 9 & 10 Marlene Gordon Jan 19 Jan 16 & 17 

Miriam W. Cohen* Jan 11 Jan 9 & 10 Jacob Greenfield Jan 20 Jan 16 & 17 

Bertha Beler* Jan 11 Jan 9 & 10 Florence Schwartz Jan 20 Jan 16 & 17 

James Ryon Jan 11 Jan 9 & 10 Yetta Bear* Jan 21 Jan 16 & 17 

Harry Sweet Jan 12 Jan 9 & 10 Maurice Bender Jan 21 Jan 16 & 17 
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Yahrzeits continued on page 2 

 
 

There are two dates listed above on our  
yahrzeit list. The first is the actual date of 
the yahrzeit, and memorial candles should 
be lit on the preceding evening.  The  
second are the days of the services at 
which the name is read. An asterisk after a 
name indicates that a plaque is affixed to 
the Memorial Tablet. 

Kindle the Shabbat Candles and HAVDALAH Candles 

   Fri  Jan 2 4:15 pm    Sat  Jan 3 5:24 pm 

   Fri  Jan 9 4:22 pm      Sat  Jan 10 5:31 pm 

    Fri  Jan 16 4:29 pm    Sat Jan 17 5:39 pm 

   Fri Jan 23 4:38 pm    Sat Jan 24 5:48 pm 

  Fri Jan 30 4:47 pm   Sat Jan 31 5:57 pm 

   NOTE: Shabbat ends 50 minutes after candle lighting time on Saturday nite 

Name Date Observed Date of Service Name Date Observed Date of Service 

Helen Sugar Jan 21 Jan 16 & 17 Max Smith Jan 28 Jan 23 & 24 

Michelle Diane Fosco* Jan 21 Jan 16 & 17 Louis Gordon* Jan 28 Jan 23 & 24 

Lizzie Richberg Jan 21 Jan 16 & 17 Emil Arendt Jan 28 Jan 23 & 24 

Sibyl Kaplan Moses* Jan 22 Jan 16 & 17 Martin Kornstein* Jan 30 Jan 23 & 24 

Ruth Kaplan* Jan 22 Jan 16 & 17 Herman Garson Jan 30 Jan 23 & 24 

George Neumark Jan 22 Jan 16 & 17 Sam M. Becker* Jan 30 Jan 23 & 24 

Henry Neuman Jan 22 Jan 16 & 17 Nathan Cohen* Jan 30 Jan 23 & 24 

Harlan Levin Jan 22 Jan 16 & 17 Minnie Barnett Gordon Jan 30 Jan 23 & 24 

Joseph Ruben Jan 22 Jan 16 & 17 Sonja Duke Jan 30 Jan 23 & 24 

Jane Barrow* Jan 23 Jan 16 & 17 Beverly Levin Jan 31 Jan 30 & 31 

Rochelle Fey* Jan 23 Jan 16 & 17 Lester Fischer* Feb 1 Jan 30 & 31 

Lillian Davis Jan 23 Jan 16 & 17 Frank Lindow* Feb 1 Jan 30 & 31 

Peretz Mehr Jan 23 Jan 16 & 17 Elina Cortes Feb 1 Jan 30 & 31 

Sol Rolnitzky Jan 23 Jan 16 & 17 Ada Pannenbaum Feb 1 Jan 30 & 31 

Wendy Karen Slutsky Jan 23 Jan 16 & 17 Anna Newmark Gombiner* Feb 1 Jan 30 & 31 

Sarah Seltzer Frisch* Jan 24 Jan 23 & 24 Betty David* Feb 3 Jan 30 & 31 

Mandel Bochner* Jan 24 Jan 23 & 24 Yuddy Wolfinsohn Feb 3 Jan 30 & 31 

Michael Joseph Modes Jan 24 Jan 23 & 24 Joy Jacobson Feb 4 Jan 30 & 31 

Meryl Wise Jan 24 Jan 23 & 24 LeRoy Liss Feb 4 Jan 30 & 31 

Lillian Ruth Seigle Roth* Jan 26 Jan 23 & 24 Beverly Iseberg Feb 4 Jan 30 & 31 

Edythe Kadin Jan 26 Jan 23 & 24 Yuval Berger Feb 4 Jan 30 & 31 

Lillian Bloomberg Jan 27 Jan 23 & 24 Sidney Slutsky Feb 4 Jan 30 & 31 

Bernie Miller Jan 27 Jan 23 & 24 Geraldine Bonner Feb 5 Jan 30 & 31 

Theresa Silber Jan 28 Jan 23 & 24    

We recall with loving memory those whose yahrzeits are commemorated during the coming weeks, and those 
whose names are read in the synagogue at Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services during  
January. It is appropriate for members of their families to be present when these names are read. 
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Torah School  

In Pirkei Avot (Chapter 1, Verse 2), we learn: “Shimon the Righteous was among the last 
of the Great Assembly. He would say: ‘On three things the world stands—on Torah, 
on service, and on acts of loving-kindness.’” 

What does this mean for us today? How can we take these timeless words and bring them 
into our daily lives right now? As we learn, celebrate, and support one another, we continue 
to build a world rooted in learning, meaningful service, and kindness. 

One beautiful example of this was our Bubbles and Bubbles Hanukkah Extravaganza on 
December 14th, which was truly a huge success! Our Torah 
School students celebrated Hanukkah in a big way by inviting 
the greater community to join in the fun. This special event 
was a wonderful collaboration between the Torah School, 
Men’s Club, and our broader community. With about 60 people 
in attendance, the morning was filled with dreidel spinning 
facts, a bubble show, fabulously fun activity stations, and—of 
course—magically delicious latkes (thank you, Men’s Club!). 

Everything about the event truly 
felt like we were in a bubble. 

As we move into the  
second half of the school 
year, we’re excited to 
celebrate Tu B’Shevat, 
Purim, Passover, and our 

end-of-year festivities. Time really does fly when we’re having fun and learning together! 

Please join us for Second Family Friday Shabbat on Friday, January 9th at 5:30 Be 
sure to check your email for more details. Torah School returns on Sunday, January 11th.   

As we reflect on the months ahead, we invite you to consider: What is one small thing you 
can do to make a difference? 

 
Shalom, 
 
Heather 
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   ACTS OF CHESED 

 
Thank you to those who have pitched in to make CKI warm and  

welcoming (and safe).  Many times, things are done very quietly and 

anonymously, so if you did something that isn’t acknowledged, please 

know that your deed was greatly appreciated.  

 

Frank Gross for donations of socks & ramen to the Crisis Center 

Bob & Nancy Protter for donations of winter clothes 

Many people who donated toiletries for soup kettle guests 

Ken Jacoby, Mark Seigle, Josh Raben, Gale Jacoby for supporting 

the library carpet stretching by moving furniture 

Men’s Club for the latke lunch with Bill McFarlane at the helm 

Torah School families and Everyone who helped make the Hanukkah Extravaganza a success 

Vern & Judi Tepe for sponsoring the Elgin senior center luncheon 

 

                                        Soup Kettle Scoop 

     

 

We appreciate all the volunteers who signed 

up to cook, serve, and clean up for our  

December 30 Soup Kettle.  We work hard, but 

have the meal preparation almost down to a 

science.  We  leave the kitchen at the end of 

the evening feeling as though we made  

someone’s life just a little bit brighter. Stay 

tuned for a listing of our 2026 CKI Soup  

Kettles in the next Ha Kol. 

 

To help volunteer in 2026,  

    email Judi at juditepe@gmail.com 

or Barb at barbrazowsky@gmail.com 

 

mailto:juditepe@gmail.com
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Sunday, January 25th @ 1:00pm 

Come join us for a fun afternoon of Mahjong. Invite 

your family and friends, everyone is  

welcome.  

And if you’ve never played before, now is the time 

to learn. $5.00 pp/ Snacks and drinks will be 

served. 

Contact Robin Seigle with questions. rob-

in.seigle@gmail.com or 847-426-8426.     

Be sure to RSVP Robin by January 21st.  

 

Hadassah is sponsoring Shabbat Zahor on Friday night, February 27, with the 

hope that many Elgin Chapter members and associates will participate in the ser-

vice via Zoom or in-person. Contact Maureen Manning to select a reading or pray-

er for which you wish to volunteer. This Shabbat connects Hadassah and Queen 

Esther and the qualities that inspire leadership of the Jewish people. This will be an 

occasion in which we recognize Hadassah members for their support of our local 

and LARGER Jewish community. Oneg to follow."  

mailto:robin.seigle@gmail.com
mailto:robin.seigle@gmail.com
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January 2026 Shabbat Services: Fridays @ 7:00 PM; Saturdays @ 9:30 AM 

Jan 1 Office Closed for New Year   Jan 17 Shabbat Services Hybrid 9:30 AM 

Jan 2 Kabalat Shabbat Service 7:00 PM Jan 18 Torah School 9:00 AM 

Jan 3 Shabbat Services Hybrid  9:30 AM Jan 19 Office Closed for MLK Holiday   

Jan 4 NO Torah School   Jan 20 CKI Book Club 10:00 AM 

Jan 6 Java & Jews 9:00 AM Jan 21 Shalom Connections Game Night 6:00 PM 

Jan 8 
Torah Study  4:00 PM 

Jan 22 
Torah Study 4:00 PM 

Adult Hebrew 7:00 PM Adult Hebrew 7:00 PM 

Jan 9 
Pajama Shabbat 5:30 PM Jan 23 Kabbalat Shabbat Zimrah Service  7:00 PM 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 7:00 PM Jan 24 Shabbat Services Hybrid 9:30 AM 

Jan 10 Shabbat Services Hybrid  9:30 AM 
Jan 25 

Torah School 9:00 AM 

Jan 11 Torah School 9:00 AM Hadassah Mahjong 1:00 PM 

Jan 13 CKI Board Meeting 7:00 PM 
Jan 29 

Torah Study 4:00 PM 

Jan 15 

Ha Kol Submissions Due   Adult Hebrew 7:00 PM 

Torah Study  4:00 PM Jan 30 Kabbalat Shabbat Service  7:00 PM 

Adult Hebrew 7:00 PM Jan 31 Shabbat Services Hybrid 9:30 AM 

Jan 16 Kabbalat Shabbat Service  7:00 PM       


