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In this Issue

From the Rabbi’s Study...
“As Adar approaches, our joy
increases. Be happy it is Adar.”
This is not just because I am
returning from “the happiest place on earth,”
although I am happy I had the opportunity to
go—and very thankful and grateful for a community that allows me to participate in such
silliness while taking care of my own body, and
raising money for a great cause.

Purim !

CKI SAVE THE DATES
04.01 - Sisterhood/Hadassah Passover
“Taste ‘n’ Tell”/Rosh Chodesh
Program, 6:30 PM
04.06 - Kitchen Turnover & Stove Cleaning
04.07 - CKI Board Meeting, 7:00 PM
04.14 - Erev Pesach; First Seder

Last year I wrote that we are happy because
we survived. I actually wrote, “Esther, the
orphan girl who rose to be queen and saved
her people is the stuff of fairy tales. Disney
could make a movie.” Having just watched
many of the Disney movies in preparation for
my trip, what I have learned is that over and
over again, there are Hamans. Jafar in Aladdin,
Ursula in The Little Mermaid both required
subjects to bow down to them. Gaston in
Beauty and the Beast wants to kill the Beast
because he is “other.” Cinderella, Snow White,
all have their evil ones.
My favorite line in the Book of Esther is when
Mordecai says “Do not think that because you
are in the royal house you alone will be
spared…For if you remain silent at this time,
relief and deliverance will arise from another
place…And who knows, perhaps you, in this
[royal] position, for such a time as this.” Perhaps
this is where our greatest happiness comes
from, when we use our voice to make a difference in the world, when we overcome our fear
to make the world a better place. That is true
Tikkun Olam. Finding how to take that risk and
speak out takes courage.

it, but thanks to Elise Rich
and Sue Johnson, my office
is improving!) February was
about love and our relationships. March is about finding
happiness at work. What I
like about the book is that
Rubin weaves manageable
chunks into a month project. I can handle that.
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Sarah, my daughter, started a similar project,
100 Days of Happiness (http://100happydays.com/#what). As she says, “This is not a
project about being happy all the time. It is
about noticing what makes us happy every
day. So far there have been many things that
have made me happy each day and it makes
me happy I can see that. On the website, it
tells you to take a picture of what makes you
happy everyday. I have not done that. I had
some wonderful moments that were not
something to be captured visually. Instead, I
am writing a little about each day and each
moment that makes me happy. Eventually, I
would like to add in some pictures, too. I am
really liking starting this project in the Jewish
month of Adar, during which we are supposed to be happy. I think it is especially special this year because there are two Adars this
year.” So I will join her, starting on Rosh
Hodesh Adar II. It is clear that being grateful
brings us joy.

Things that bring me joy at CKI

I usually sign my emails, “Who is wise? One
who learns from all people,” and so I do. At
Weight Watchers, recently, I learned that
Gandhi said, “Happiness is when what you
think, what you say, and what you do are in
harmony.” Other places to look for happiness? I
enjoyed Gretchen Rubin’s book, The Happiness
Project. Each month for a year she takes on a
topic. January was about decluttering as a way
to find energy. (Personally, I am still working on

Learning: Come check out our Kiddush
Roundtable where we discuss Jews in the
News. The next one is March 1. What a great
way to kick off the month. Bring an article
you want to discuss. We meet at 11:45 AM. Or
come to the next Rosh Chodesh group. I am
so passionate about talking about the
themes for each month from a spiritual perspective, I wanted to host this meeting on
March 3 at 6:00 PM. You can guess what the
topic is: happiness!
(continued on page 2)
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04.15 - Community Seder, 6:00 PM
04.22 - Yizkor Service, 8:00 AM
04.27 - Holocaust Rememberance Day
Program: Writer Marty Brounstein,
4:00 PM

From the Rabbi’s Study

President’s Message

On March 13, we will start our class
“Introduction to Judaism.” Whether you think
you missed something growing up, have questions about Judaism, or are starting to think
about converting to Judaism, this class is for
you! We will meet every other week on
Thursdays from March through June. During
the class you will receive an overview of Jewish
history, holidays, customs, lifecycle events, and
liturgy. There will be ample time for discussion.
(See the flyer on page 4 and RSVP to
rabbi@ckielgin.org)

Opening Our Hearts

(cont’d from page 1)

Community: What would a Jewish community
be without a Purim celebration? This year, like
last year, there will be two. One geared especially for adults on Saturday night, March 15.
We will begin at 7:30 with havdalah and then a
Megillah reading and an updated slide show.
Expect lots of singing and a great deal of
humor.
On Sunday morning, March 16, there will be a
Judaism Rocks Purim carnival, complete with a
child-friendly Megillah reading, featuring Mr.
Zemel’s class’ famous whole Megillah scroll. The
theme this year will be “At the Circus,” so be
sure to wear a costume, or make one at CKI. We
begin at 9:00 AM with activities and games,
and a hot dog lunch at 11:30 AM. We will be
making food for PADS as part of the morning.
One of the mitzvot of Purim, and the way we
increase our happiness, is to ensure that people have enough to eat, and to increase the
love and friendship between Jews and among
their neighbors to counter Haman’s assertion
that the Jewish people are characterized by
(continued on page 3)

How to reach the Rabbi:
I am in the office at least ten hours each week
for people to drop in to see me. Come sit and
have coffee with me. Mondays are my days off.
I am in the office Tuesday mornings from
10:00 AM-1:00 PM, Wednesday afternoons from
1:30-3:30 PM, and Thursday afternoons from
2:00-6:00 PM. Call first just in case something
has come up. Can’t make any of those times?
Call and set another time. I’ll meet you almost
anywhere, anytime.
I am accessible by cell phone, 978-590-8268 or
by email, rabbi@ckielgin.org.

HaKol Information
HaKol is published monthly by Congregation Kneseth
Israel of Elgin, Illinois. It is sent by email or mailed to CKI
members via first class postage. Nonmembers who would
like to receive a printed copy may do so by forwarding a
yearly donation of $18 (chai) to cover cost of production
and mailing.
Make checks payable to CKI.
All material for the April issue is due NO LATER than
March 14, PLEASE.
All items should be emailed to:
jemcfarlane@earthlink.net
HaKol Editor: Jana McFarlane
Advertising Manager: Ron Razowsky

My topics for these articles come
from my experiences. On a recent
Saturday morning, Rabbi Klein talked with us
about the idea of opening our hearts to G-d.
This same stream of thought appeared later
that day when I opened my copy of The
Chicago Jewish News and found that Neshama
Carlbach, Shlomo's daughter, has embraced
Reform Judaism. Finally, I have been having an
ongoing discussion with a congregant about
G-d and how we interpret G-d's intent. We have
been discussing that it is sometimes hard to
figure out what G-d is up to, and it is even
more difficult to figure out what G-d wants us
to do.
My own Jewish journey comes into play here
as well. To make a long story short, I left
Judaism for a decade or so. I still went to
things, and I worked for Hillel in DeKalb
because I needed a job, but, in my heart, I left.
I just went through the motions. I was an
avowed agnostic. I studied Buddhism for years.
I left G-d, but G-d didn't leave me. G-d kept trying to get my attention.
First, I was led to the Jewish Renewal
Movement. The work of Zalmon SchachterShalomi, Arthur Waskow, Siegel and Strassfeld
(The Jewish Catalogue), and the music of
Shlomo Carlbach. I learned two things. First,
that Judaism is not a western religion and is as
accessible as any eastern religion, and second,
that Judaism is alive. By alive I mean lively, joyous, and contemporary. A little drinking and a
lot of dancing and singing are welcomed.
Interacting with and helping to heal the world
is expected.
Another event that occurred was that I got
really sick: “In-a-coma-people-discussing-myfuneral” sick. I had a viral infection which left
me paralyzed for weeks, and then faced a long
and painful rehabilitation.* As these things
happen, one day while doing my rehab exercises, I was struck with the notion that there is a
G-d and he had finally gotten my attention. It
was the only meaningful explanation for what
had occurred to me. Without G-d all that suffer-

ing was meaningless. Our above mentioned
congregant has come to a similar conclusion.
A final event was that I started attending CKI,
made friends, kept coming back, got married,
had kids, and sat around the social hall for
twelve years while those kids attended classes.
You know the rest.
Am I observant? No. I eat what I want, I don't
pray everyday, I gossip, and I generally engage
in all of my other habits. The difference is that I
now see G-d in my life all of the time. In addition, I believe that as a Jew, I have a special,
even more personal relationship with G-d. This
means that I try to do good for the world. In
short, I have opened my heart.
I'll quote some of what Nashama Carlbach said
about her father: "My father's Torah was an
expression of the beauty of Judaism. He taught
the world to love and cherish Shabbat—even
on a Tuesday—and to love Jewish rituals in an
open-hearted, expansively spiritual way. He
wanted the light and the redemptive message
of the Torah to make all humanity deeper—
more empathic, loving, and capable of kindness. He often said that effecting global
healing was the reason we were in the world to
begin with."
Which brings us back to Rabbi Klein's inquiry.
What does Torah mean when it discusses
opening our hearts? My response that day was
contrarian. I stated that a lot of people spend
considerable energy turning away from G-d
despite G-d's persistence. We even see it
throughout the Torah. Jonah was one who ran
away. Jacob also, and the Jews in Egypt turned
their backs multiple times.
I think that today we close our hearts because
we think if we open them we'll be committing
(continued on page 3)

IS BACK ON THE
CKI WEBSITE!!
See page 9 for more information!
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n our effort to offer more transparency and to
encourage more participation, the CKI Board
now makes our upcoming meeting agendas available on our website as a downloadable PDF.
Please go to:
www.ckielgin.org/board-meeting-agenda.html
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PLEASE...

If there is an illness in the family
or the loss of a loved one, please
call CKI at 847-741-5656 so that
your CKI family can contact you
and be of help.

Sisterhood News
Our next Sisterhood meeting is
Tuesday, March 11, at 7:00 PM, at
CKI. We will be making Purim
masks for us to wear at the Adult Purim Party.
This will also prepare us to assist the kids make
their own masks at the Purim Carnival!
After Purim, we immediately start thinking
about Passover! Join us on April 1, at 6:30 PM,
at the home of Risa Cohen, for our 2014 version
of “Passover Taste ‘n’ Tell.” Everyone will prepare
a dish to share (and provide the printed recipe)
appropriate for Passover. Maybe you’ll discover
something new to make for your seder! More
about this to come in the next issue of HaKol.
Just can’t wait for Spring? Neither can I! Start
getting ready by ordering flowers, bulbs, and
more for Mother’s Day or for your summer
garden from our CKI Gift Shop! See information
at right.

Sisterhood’s Mother’s Day Flower
and Garden Plant Sale is Coming!
Show Mom how much you appreciate her
or
Order annuals for your container or
herb gardens
A wide variety of plants will be offered
from G & E Greenhouses to meet all your
gift giving and gardening needs.
Order forms will be available in
April’s HaKol.
Go to www.GandEGreenhouses.com to view
available plants.
Contact Tina Wolf at
ewolf59@comcast.net
or Sue Johnson at
SusanSJohnson@wideopenwest.com
for questions or details.

President’s Message
Parashat HaShavu’a:
Weekly Torah Portions
March 1
29 Adar I

Shabbat Shekalim
Pekudei – Exxodus 38:21-39:21
Maftir: Exodus 30:11-16
Haftarah: 2 Kings 12:1-17

March 2
30 Adar I

Rosh Chodesh Adar II
Numbers 28:1-15

March 3
1 Adar II

Rosh Chodesh Adar II
Numbers 28:1-15

March 8
6 Adar II

Vayikra – Leviticus 1:1-2:16
Haftarah: Isaiah 43:21-44:23

March 13
11 Adar II

Fast of Esther
Torah: Exodus 32:11-14; 34:1-10
At Minchah: Exodus 32:11-14;
34:1-10
Haftarah: Isaiah 55:6-56:8

March 15
13 Adar II

Shabbat Zakhor
Tsav – Leviticus 6:1-7:10
Maftir: Deuteronomy 25:17-19
Haftarah: I Samuel 15:2-34

March 16
14 Adar II

Purim
Exodus 17:8-16

March 22
20 Adar II

Shabbat Parah
Shemini – Leviticus 9:1-10:11
Maftir: Numbers 19:1-22
Haftarah: Ezekiel 36:16-38

March 29
27 Adar II

Shabbat HaChodesh
Tazria – Leviticus 12:1-13:28
Maftir: Exodus 12:1-20
Haftarah: Ezekiel 45:16-46:18

find yourself in Shul!
Shul is Good!

(cont’d from page 2)

to doing all that "stuff"—keeping kosher, wearing wigs, being serious, praying all day—and
the list really does go on and on. Opening our
hearts requires none of that, although if we
feel they are worthy practices we can pursue
them. Opening our hearts to G-d only obligates
us to look for joy, accept our special relationship with and see the presence of G-d, and do
good deeds. Don't let anyone tell you differently. Opening our hearts is as easy as turning
around, and it changes us in a better way forever. I believe that it has for me, although I am
still a work in progress.

From the Rabbi’s Study
(cont’d from page 2)

strife and disunity. These baskets of food
should consist of at least two different types of
food. Gifts of breakfast cereal and coffee would
be especially welcome at PADs. Also, check out
the Men’s Club Passover Wine Tasting and Sale.
Increasing our happiness further, we will be
joined by Congregation Am Chai that morning.
Another way we increase our happiness while
celebrating our accomplishments is with the
annual Scout Shabbat. Come join us on March
14 at 7:30 PM if you are (or were) a Girl Scout
or a Boy Scout. Special patches available. And I
am sure that the Oneg Shabbat will
include…Girl Scout Cookies, Boy Scout popcorn, and maybe S’mores!
(continued on page 10)

Honorable Menschen...
The “If Not Now Society” honors outstanding
individuals and organizations who have exemplified the ideals advanced by Hazon and by
Hillel’s timeless words:
“If I am not for myself, who will be for me?
But if I am only for myself, who am I?
If not now, when?”
The Hazon 2014 Alumni Achievement Award
goes to Margot Seigle, daughter of Robin and
Marc Seigle. She is currently the Hazon
Transformative Experiences Fellow based out
of Isabella Freedman Jewish Retreat Center,
Falls Village, Connecticut. To read all about
Margot, her special honor, and to learn more
about Hazon, go to
http://hazon.org/calendar/if-not-now-benefit/

I'll close with another quote from Neshama,
"Let us return again and again to the land of
our souls. Let us transcend our differences and
discover that we are one people, regardless of
our label, movement, or denomination. Let us
make aliyah every day to who we are, to where
we are born and reborn again."
Shalom.
Dr. Joe Rosenfeld
* As an aside, kudos to Maureen who got me to an
extraordinary physician (Zamir), dealt with my family,
and took me in for months after the hospital.

CKI Honors Marc Zemel’s 25 Years as a Teacher
t was a cold snowy night but the turnout was
amazing. The Tu B’Shevat sedar celebrated
not only the birth of the trees, but our own
treasure, as well: Marc Zemel. In honor of Marc’s
25 years of teaching at CKI, we presented him
with trees in Israel and a Leaf for the CKI Tree of
Life. In the Spring, the Torah School students
will also plant a tree in front of CKI in his honor.

I

Thank you to the following families for donating in Honor of Marc Zemel:
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Bachrach/Marshall
Bender
P. Cohen
Glaser
Goozh
Johnson
Lesser
Pitzele
Raben

Razowsky
Rich
Robbins/Miller
Seigle
Sharf
Wiesman
Winner
Wolf
Zimmerman

Introduction to Judaism
Beginning Thursday, March 13, 2014

7:00-8:30 PM • C K I
Whether you think you missed something growing up, have
questions about Judaism, or are starting to think about
converting to Judaism, this class is for you! We will meet twice
a month on Thursdays through June.
There will be ample time for discussion.
We will use two companion books,
Living a Jewish Life and Choosing a Jewish Life,
both by Anita Diamant, author of The Red Tent.
In addition, there will be additional handouts each week.
The cost for this class will be $250 for non-CKI members
and may be applied to your first year dues.
For CKI members, there is no charge.
March 13

Our Jewish Journey, an Overview of Jewish
History, from Abraham to Modern Day Israel

March 27

G-d

April 10

Torah and Other Jewish Books

April 24

Israel

May 8
May 22
June 5
June 19

Celebrating the Jewish Life Cycle
Celebrating the Jewish Year
Celebrating in Our Jewish Homes
Celebrating the Jewish Community,
Putting It All Together

Congregation Kneseth Israel • 330 Division St, Elgin, IL 60120 • 847.741.5656 • www.ckielgin.org
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Ma’ayan BBYO News
It’s never too late to get involved
with other Jewish Youth! Help your
child make Jewish friends. Sign them
up for one of our upcoming programs!
Saturday, March 22
Game/Lounge Night, 7:00 PM
No Charge! Open to 5th-12th graders.
At the home of Mitchell Hwalysz.
RSVP to Lisa Gerlach at lisa.gerlach@mail.com,
or to Liza Bachrach at archbroch@comcast.net
Sunday, April 13,
1:45 PM to 3:45 PM
Go Karting and Laser Tag at
“Under The Big Top”
731 N. 17th Street
St. Charles, IL 60174
$18.00/person
Open to 5th-12th graders.

Endowment Dissolved
t the December 9, 2013, meeting of the
Board of Directors, it was resolved to dissolve the Endowment Fund at CKI. This fund
was established in the early 1990's to provide
monies for three tasks: for major repairs, for
major renovation, and for the purchase of a
new building or land. At the time of its dissolution it held approximately $40,000. The resolution to dissolve the endowment was made
because the endowment had become dormant
and had also lost its not-for-profit status. Given
the level of activity in the account, it was decided that the expense necessary to renew its
not-for-profit status was prohibitive. Further,
there has been an effort to simplify our
finances.

A

The funds from the endowment were transferred to CKI's general building fund with the
stipulation that they only be used for repairs in

RSVP to Lisa Gerlach at lisa.gerlach@mail.com,
or to Liza Bachrach at archbroch@comcast.net
SEE FLYER ON PAGE 12!
Stay tuned for our Social Action event!!
Please have your child join the Ma’ayan BBYO
Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/
groups/221937037867507/. If you would like
to receive BBYO emails, please let me know at
Archbroch@comcast.net.
BBYO is for High School Ages.
BBYO Connect is for 6th through 8th graders.
– Liza Bachrach, Youth Group Chair

Roth Scholarship 2014
igh School seniors of CKI members in good
standing are invited to apply for the
Jerome and Lillian Roth Scholarship. This
award is made annually to a student wishing to
attend post high school educational programs
- including college, university, and professional
or technical programs.

H

Applications can be obtained from the CKI
Office or from Maureen Manning-Rosenfeld.
Deadline for submission of all materials is
Noon on April 15. The winner will be
announced at our Congregation Meeting in
May. For more information please contact
Maureen.

excess of $5,000.00. As an example, just a few
years ago our new furnace cost $30,000.00. We
have to be good stewards of this money and
ensure that it doesn't drift away, and that any
dollars taken from it are replaced.
I want to thank the members who maintained
the endowment for many years, and the Board
of Directors for their thoughtful and thorough
approach to this issue.
On a final note, should any one reading this
have stipulated a payment to the endowment
in any documents, please change it to the general building fund. Any donations to CKI are tax
deductible. There remain many endowments
within CKI, and there are benefits to planned
giving, as well. We hope to share more information on this in the future.
– Joe Rosenfeld

••• SAVE THE DATE •••

Sunday,
April27,
27, 2014
at 4:00
Sunday,
April
2014,
at 30
4:00 PM

Congregation Kneseth Israel
Proudly hosts as its keynote speaker for Yom HaShoah
San Francisco Bay Area author Marty Brounstein
Two Among the Righteous Few:
A Story of Courage in the Holocaust.
For Holocaust Remembrance Day, come
hear the remarkable true story about a
Christian couple in the Netherlands who,
despite great risk and danger, help save
the lives of at least two dozen Jews from
certain death during World War II. This
interfaith story of courage and compassion
also has a meaningful personal
connection to our guest speaker, which
Marty
explains
in
his
engaging
presentation.
A brief service starts the program, followed by
Marty!s storytelling presentation. Books will be
available for purchase and signing after the
talk.

Scout Shabbat Service
A service for ALL AGES – come join us!

FRIDAY EVENING, MARCH 14 • 7:30 PM

We welcome you to attend this inspiring presentation!
Guests are welcome. The event is open to the community.

Join with fellow Jewish Girl Scouts and
Boy Scouts of all ages. Wear your uniform or
badges! Earn a patch! Help lead the service!
Sing Shabbat songs as well as some old
scout favorites!

LOCATION:

Congregation Kneseth Israel
330 Division St.
Elgin, IL 60120
(847) 741-5656

Enjoy a scouting Oneg Shabbat with Girl Scout
cookies, Boy Scout popcorn
...and maybe s’mores!
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CKI Community Pesach Seder

!!

!

!!

!

5774
/2014
5774/2014

Tuesday, April 15
6:00 PM at CKI
Reservations MUST be made by Friday, April 4
PLEASE MAIL RESERVATIONS, ALONG WITH YOUR CHECK
Payable to CKI SISTERHOOD, to:

A n i t a H o r n u n g , 5 N 2 4 0 H u n t e r s H i l l D r i v e , S t . C h a r l e s , I L 6 0 1 7 5 / 6 3 00 - 3 77
77-1351
s h o p t o d r o p 1 !c o m c a s t . n e t
DO NOT MAIL TO THE SYNAGOGUE!

Adults (13 & over)____$36.00 ea

Children (6-12)____$12.00 ea

Children (5 & under)____Free

" Total____

Name_______________________________ Phone______________
P
Please
lease indicate
indicate on
on reverse
reverse side,
side, your
your seating
seating preference
preference (1
(1st and
and last
l as t n
names,
ames, please)
please)
_____YE
_____YES!
S! I ca
can
nh
help
elp sset
et ttables
ables ((Anita
Anita w
will
ill ca
callll yo
you
uw
with
ith da
date
te a
and
nd ttime)!
ime)!
I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO THE SEDER FUND
TO COVER NON-DINNER COSTS
(Flowers, d
ish re
placement, etc.)
e t c .)
(Flowers,
dish
replacement,

In honor
honor o
of______________________________________________
f_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
memory of_____________________________________________
In memory
o f_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
may b
e iincluded
ncluded in
in dinner
dinner check)
check)
Amount$___________________ ((may
Amount$___________________
be
For m
ore iinformation,
nformation, ccontact
ontact A
nita Ho
rn u ng - 6
30-3777--1351
more
Anita
Hornung
630-377-1351
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Book Club
So you can plan the months ahead, here are
our upcoming books and dates:
Ordinary Heroes by Scott Turow, Tuesday,
March 25 at home of Suzy Z.
Gated Grief by Leila Levinson, Tuesday, April 22,
Post Pesach Bash (Location TBA)
A Pigeon and a Boy by Meir Shalev, Tuesday,
May 27 at home of Karen B.
Dearest Anne by Judith Katzir, (Date TBD) at
home of Rabbi Margaret
For more information, contact Risa Cohen at
risacohen521@yahoo.com, Sue Johnson at
SusanSJohnson@wideopenwest.com, or
Suzy Zemel at mnszemel@comcast.net.

March Birthdays
1
1
2
3
3
3
3
6
7
7
7
7
8
8
14
15
17
17
18
18
18
19
19
19
20
20
20
21
23
24
26
26
28
29

Peggy Zonis
Carole Burstein
Eva Kruth
Krista Ravenscraft Goldberg
Charles Zimmerman
Emily Shankman
Jacob Atkins
Jared Monteith
Jerry Levine
Nicole Bear
Amy Robinson
Michael Bloomberg
Brett Jacoby
Rachel Sarah Miller
Patrick Finn
Danielle Howard
David Goldberg
Olivia Spagui
Kimberly Ann Grimes(Korn)
Carissa Agins Graffia
Lilianna Wiesman Bernstein
Michael Rosenfeld
Jason Chez
Matthew Wolf
Laurel Feldman
Sara Glaser
Paul Cohen
Nancy Zimmerman
Neil Goldberg
Marcie Monteith
Alex Morris
Arthur Shankman
Shane Irelan
Jennifer Aron

March Anniversaries
4
8
12
14
18
20
25
25

Manfred & Helen Lindow
Barry & Karen Kehl Rose
Larry & Estee Berg
Robert & Barbara Levine
Richard & Eva Kruth
Rabbi Margaret and Simon Klein
Norman & Diane Agins
Edgar & Laurel Feldman

Torah School News
Thank you to everyone that helped with the beginning of our classroom rejuvenation project!
Things are moving along. Two classrooms have been painted so far. We will keep moving forward on
this project. If you, or anyone you know, would be interested in helping please let me know.
Mark your calendars for our Purim Carnival! We look forward to an exciting day of reading the
Megillah, playing games, activities such as face painting, and the day wouldn’t be complete without
the eating of Hamentashen!
Please check www.emergencyclosingcenter.com for CKI school and building closings.
If you go to the website, you can request them to send you an email when something is posted.

March School Calendar:
Mar. 2, Sun.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

5, Wed.
6, Thur.
7, Fri.
9, Sun.

Mar. 12, Wed.
Mar. 14, Fri.
Mar. 16, Sun.

Mar. 19, Wed.
Mar. 20, Thur.
Mar. 22, Sat.
Mar. 23, Sun.
Mar. 26, Wed.
Mar. 30, Sun.
Apr. 02, Wed.

9:00-10:00 AM
Hebrew School – Grades 4 – 7
9:45 AM
Torah School – Grades K - 7
5:00-6:30 PM
Hebrew School – Grades 4 – 7
6:30-8:00 PM
Chai School
6:00 PM
P J Shabbat
9:00-10:00 AM
Hebrew School – Grades 4 – 7
9:45 AM
Torah School – Grades PreK – 3
5:00-6:30 PM
Hebrew School – Grades 4 – 7
7:30 PM
Scout Shabbat
9:00-10:00 AM
Hebrew School – Grades 4 – 7
9:45 AM
Torah School – Grades K – 3
10:00 AM
Judaism Rocks – PURIM CARNIVAL
11:30 AM
Madrichim Class
5:00-6:30 PM
Hebrew School – Grades 4 – 7
6:30-8:00 PM
Chai School
10:00 AM
Jr. Congregation
NO SCHOOL – SPRING BREAK
NO SCHOOL – SPRING BREAK
NO SCHOOL – SPRING BREAK
5:00-6:30 PM
Hebrew School – Grades 4 – 7

Thank you to everyone that has donated on GoFundMe.com for education!
We are getting closer to our goal every day! All the donations for education do go directly to the
school. We are currently updating all the classrooms with not just books, but also desks, dry erase
boards, and all kinds of supplies that are necessary to run our school.
If you would still like to make a donation, it can be mailed to the CKI office, or go to
http://www.gofundme.com/CKITorahSchool

Men’s Club News
ur next Men’s Club meeting is on Thursday,
March 6, from 6:30-8:30 PM at Nicodino’s
Pizza Company & Café, 892 South Route 59,
Bartlett. (Located at the Northwest corner of
Streans Rd & Rte 59.) Please join us—we have
lots of new events coming up soon to discuss.

O

✡

✡

✡

DON’T PASS OVER CKI MEN’S CLUB
PASSOVER WINE SALE—MARCH 16
Sure, you could serve the same old sugarsyrupy sweet concord wine during this year’s
Seder, but, with all the many Kosher wine
options out there these days, why would you?
And why schlep to points East to buy fine
kosher Passover wine? Celebrate our freedom
with truly excellent Passover wine this year,
and help support CKI Men’s Club while you’re
at it.
This year, Men’s Club is proud to announce that
its Annual Pesach Wine Sale will be held on
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Sunday, March 16, from 10:00 AM to 12:15 PM,
in the CKI library. Once again, our friends Andre
and Gail from Binny’s Beverage Depot will
present a dozen or so different wines, in a variety of price ranges, from all around the world.
All wines will be kosher for Passover, and will
make a marvelous addition to your Seder (or
any time during the year). The event is merely a
tasting, so there’s no obligation to purchase
anything. But we bet you’ll find something you
like and will place an order. (Delivery will take
place at CKI on Sunday April 6, in plenty of time
to take care of the rest of your Seder shopping.)
Cash or checks will be accepted for wine purchases. A donation will be made to Men’s Club
for every bottle sold.
So step into the library while the kids are
enjoying the Purim carnival. Remember, you
don’t have to be Jewish to enjoy good wine!
Bring your friends!
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$25
$25
$25
$25
$10
$10
$25
$25
$25
$10
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$20
$15
$20

$50
$50
$25
$25
$25

See our Website (ckielgin.org) for a complete
listing of all available retailers

Ace Hardware Debit Card (4%)
Aeropostale (7%)
Amazon.com (4%)
Americal Eagle Outfiters (10%)
Barnes & Noble Debit (9%)
Bath & Body Works (13%)
Banana Republic Debit (16%)
Bed Bath & Beyond Debit (7%)
Best Buy Debit Card (3%)
Claire's (9%)
Crate and Barrel (8%)
Eddie Bauer (10%)
Express Debit Card (10%)
Foot Locker (9%)
Groupon (9%)
Gymboree (13%)
Harry & David (10%)
Home Depot Debit Card (4%)
J Jill (8%)
Jo-Ann Fabric Debit Cart (8%)*
I-Tunes (5%)
Kids/Toys/Babies R Us (1.5%)

Retailers

Amoco/BP (1.5%)
Exxon/Mobil Debit Card (1.5%)
Shell Debit Card (2.5%)
Marathon Gas (3%)
SpeedWay (4%)

Miscellaneous

$100

$100

$100

$25
$25

$50
$100
$100

$100

$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25

$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$10
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25

CONGREGATION KNESETH ISRAEL
330 Division Street, Elgin, Illinois 60120-5685

Note: * = No Change
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO CKI
Orders due by the 10th of the month

Cabela's (11%)
Dick's (8%)*
JC Penney Debit Card (5%)
Kohl's (4%)
K-Mart Debit Card (4%)
MC Sports (8%)
Sears Debit Card (4%)
Sports Authority Debit Card (8%)

Department Stores

LL Bean (16%)
Lands' End (16%)
Lane Bryant (6%)
Limited (9%)
Lord & Taylor (8%)
Lowe's Home Improve (4%)
Macy's (10%)
Marshalls/TJ Maxx (7%)
Meijer (3%)
Menard's (3%)*
Men's Warehouse (8%)
Michaels (4%)
Office Depot Debit Card (4%)
Office Max Debit Card (5%)
Old Navy/GAP Debit Card (16%)
Pier 1 Imports Debit Card (9%)
Pottery Barn (8%)
Radio Shack Debit Card (4%)
Restoration Hdwr Debit Card (12%)
Staples Debit Card (5%)
Talbot's (13%)
Target (2%)
Williams-Sonoma (8%)
Wal-Mart (2.5%)
Zappos.com (8%)

$100
$100

Albertson's (Jewel/Osco) (4%)
Dominick's (4%)
CVS Pharmacy Debit Card (6%)
Walgreens Debit Card (6%)

$25
$25
$25
$25

Retailers (cont)

Grocery/Drug Stores

$100
$100
$100

$100

$100
$100
$25
$100
$100

$25
$10
$25
$25
$10
$10
$10
$10
$10
$25
$25
$25
$25
$10
$25
$10
$25
$10
$10
$10
$5
$25
$10
$25
$25
$25
$25
$10
$10
$25
$25
$10
$25
$10
$10
$25
$10

Name:_______________________________

TOTAL SALE
TOTAL CERTIFICATES

Applebee's Debit Card (8%)
Arby's (8%)
Bahama Breeze Debit Card (9%)
BoneFish Grill (8%)
Boston Market Debit Card (12%)
Buffalo Wild Wings (8%)
Burger King (4%)
California Pizza Kitchen (4%)
Caribou Coffee (7%)
Champps (8%)
Cheesecake Factory (5%)
Chevy's (8%)
Chili's Debit Card (11%)
Chipotle Mex. Grill (10%)
Claim Jumpers (9%)
Cold Stone Creamery (8%)
Dave & Busters (13%)
Denny's (7%)
Einstein Bros. Bagels (10%)
Jamba Juice (7%)
Kentucky Fried Chicken (8%)
Lettuce Entertain You (12%)
Lou Malnati's (8%)
Macaroni Grill Debit Card (11%)
Maggiano's Debit Card (11%)
Olive Garden Debit Card (9%)
Outback Steakhouse (8%)
Panera Bread (9%)
Pizza Hut (8%)
Rainforest Cafe (9%)
Red Robin (9%)
Smashburger (10%)
Starbuck's Debit Card (7%)
Subway (3%)
Sweet Tomatoes (8%)
TGI Fridays (9%)
Wendy's (4%)

Restaurants

FUNDABILITY... The easiest contribution to CKI you will ever make!

Generous Donations

Tikkun Olam (Social Action)

GENERAL FUND
In honor of Marc Zemel for 25 years of
teaching
Phyllis Lesser

here is an ongoing shortage of diapers in
our community for those in need—specifically in the larger sizes of 4, 5, and 6.

CLARA WECHTER EDUCATION FUND
In honor of Marc Zemel for 25 years of
teaching
The Gauthier Family, Chuck, Kara, Marlee,
& Rachel
Earl & Debbie Sternfeld
CKI MA’AYAN BBYO YOUTH GROUP
In honor of Marc Zemel’s 25 years of teaching
The Jacoby Family
FLOWER FUND
Best wishes for a speedy recovery to Wanda
Pitzele
Thank you to Anita Hornung and Brad
Burker for all their kindnesses
Sherry Wiesman
R’FUAH SH’LEIMAH – GET WELL
David Goodman
Wanda Pitzele
Sharla Lent
Ron Razowsky
Bob Levine
Gareth Sitz
Yale Norris
Marcy Cohen-Tremmel
Perry Pitzele
Sherry Wiesman
May G-d have mercy upon you and others who
are ill among the people of Israel.
HAMAKOM YENAHEIM ETKHEM –
CONDOLENCES
…to the family of Sharon Chez, 63, sister of
Jason (Paige) Chez.
…to the family of Ryan Williams (age 35), son
of former members Linda and Phil Calderone,
and husband of Melissa. Ryan passed away on
February 10, 2014. Ryan and his sister Kelly
went to Sunday and Hebrew School at CKI.
May God comfort you and may his memory be
for a blessing
For information about ordering a leaf or rock,
which will be a permanent fixture at CKI, contact
Robin Seigle at robin.seigle@gmail.com or 847426-8426. See form on page 14.
BUY A LEAF OR A ROCK NOW!
Celebrate Adar II, and help CKI with the
purchase of a leaf or rock.

Thank you to our CKI family and friends
for all the support Perry and I received
during my recuperation from back
surgery. The donations, cards, calls, and
visits are truly appreciated. The meals,
after Perry went back to work, were
fabulous. We both appreciate the effort
and many miles driven to deliver them.
Perry and I feel blessed to be a part of
the warm and caring community that
is CKI.
Wanda Pitzele

T

Our Social Action committee continues the
Diaper Drive to address this urgent need. The
drive will continue to the end of March.

We’re starting our second box!
QUESTIONS? Please contact Elise Rich at
miss_elise@yahoo.com or Rabbi Margaret
Frisch-Klein at rabbi@ckielgin.org.

There is a box in the CKI Social Hall for your
diaper donations, as well as a bank box for
monetary donations. We also will gladly accept
cash gift cards to Target, Walmart, Walgreens,
Costco, etc. and will buy the diapers.
ALSO: If anyone has special contacts at any
local retailers that sell diapers, we encourage
you to reach out to them for possible diaper
donations.
The drive has been very successful, so far. Look
what we collected for the month of February!
(See the photo!) An anonymous, yet very generous, donor has contributed greatly to our
diaper drive. The diapers have been donated,
half going to U-46 Early Parent Program and
half to the Crisis Center.

Exciting Fundability News!
ur Fundability fundraising program has
just gotten better! We are very excited to
report that Amy Robinson is now selling
Fundability certificates every Sunday morning
during Sunday School!! She usually has many
of our most popular selections readily available
and you can start using them immediately. If
she doesn't have what you are looking for, she
will be happy to place an order for you.

O

Additionally, if you shop at Amazon.com, you
can almost double your contribution to CKI
simply by purchasing your Amazon.com certificates from Fundability and then accessing
Amazon through the link on the CKI home
page to make your purchase. CKI will then
receive a percentage of your purchase from
both Fundability and Amazon!
The CKI Fundability scrip program is a simple
and effective fundraising program. We have
been successfully using this program since
1995. Scrip is simply a word that means “substitute money”—in other words, scrip is gift
certificates from national and local retailers.
They’re the same gift certificates that you buy
at the store. Many popular retailers participate
in our scrip program including Jewel Foods,
Amazon.com, Target, Home Depot, Shell, Pizza
Hut, Wal-Mart and many, many others.
In case you are wondering just how these
stores help us raise money. It’s simple—scrip
participating retailers agree to sell gift certificates to Fundability at a discount. Member
families like yours buy the certificates for full
face value, they redeem them for full face
value, and CKI keeps the difference as revenue.
Scrip is exciting, because everybody wins:
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• The retailer gets cash up front and repeat
business
• CKI gets a powerful fundraising alternative
that involves no selling
• You can use them for gifts or your own
regular shopping
• CKI gets a regular source of revenue
The beauty of scrip is that you put your regular
household shopping dollars to work. You earn
money for CKI without spending a single additional penny. Just spend your regular shopping
dollars with scrip at the stores that participate
in the scrip program! And scrip can be used for
just about any household purchase including
food, clothing, entertainment, gasoline and
even dining out.
Here's how the program works; you purchase,
say, $100 of Jewel Foods, pay CKI $100, and you
receive a $100 Jewel Gift Card. CKI then pays
Fundability $96 and keeps the remaining $4.
The amount of CKI's profit depends upon the
percentage of discount set by the vendor. Over
the past year, our most popular cards include
Jewel Foods, Wal-Mart, Target, Panera, iTunes,
and Amazon.com. We have just added
Aeropostale, Buffalo Wild Wings, Einstein
Brothers Bagels, and Smashburger. You can find
complete listing of all Fundability vendors and
ordering information on our Website:
www.ckielgin.org/.
If you have any questions regarding this program, please feel free to contact me directly
and I will attempt to answer all of your questions.
– Dick Johnson, Fundability Chair
847-695-7160
richardjohnson@wideopenwest.com

Yahrtzeiten

From the Rabbi’s Study

We recall with loving memory those whose yahrtzeiten are commemorated during the coming weeks,
and those whose names are read in the Synagogue at Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat
services during the month of March. It is appropriate for members of their families to be present when
these names are read. Remember, this year we have an extra month, Adar II.

Meaningful Observance and Embracing
Diversity: Sometimes the vision of CKI alone
brings me happiness. Many of the four planks
are interconnected. This month is no exception.
We will once again have a musical Shabbat
(details to follow)! The cemetery committee
will be meeting to explore interfaith burials at
CKI’s Bluff City Cemetery. We will also discuss,
as part of that meeting, whether we can have a
sub-committee of Chevra Kaddisha. This is a
group to help families with their immediate
needs, such as providing shomrim, guards for
the watching of a body until burial; people willing to be trained to wash a body; people to
help with organizing shiva minyanim, leading
them, or just helping someone prepare a
home—cleaning, cooking, covering mirrors, etc.
Once again, I will spend time after Purim
answering all sorts of Kosher for Passover questions, including the kitniyot (legumes) question. The legume question is always hotly
debated in my own family. However, Rabbi
David Golinkin, the head of the Rabbinical
Assembly in Israel has ruled that for Israel, this
700-year-old custom does not need to be
observed. Read about it here:
http://www.cjvoices.org/article/the-kitniyotdilemma/

(cont’d from page 3)

Actual
Date
Date of
Observed Service

Name

Mar 03
Mar 05
Mar 11
Mar 11
Mar 13
Mar 13
Mar 13
Mar 15
Mar 15
Mar 17
Mar 19
Mar 20
Mar 20
Mar 21

Joseph Hass
Jewel Singer*
William Durchslag
Ida Fox*
Sylvia Lisagor*
Clifford Manning
Abraham Silvian*
Robert Isadore Burstein*
Mabel Frary
Samuel Krasnick*
Charles Harris*
Edward Gross
Israel Shankman
Simon Frank*

Mar 01
Mar 01
Mar 08
Mar 08
Mar 08
Mar 08
Mar 08
Mar 15
Mar 15
Mar 15
Mar 15
Mar 15
Mar 15
Mar 15

Actual
Date
Date of
Observed Service

Name

Mar 22
Mar 23
Mar 24
Mar 25
Mar 27
Mar 28
Mar 28
Apr 01
Apr 01
Apr 03
Apr 04
Apr 04
Apr 04

Jane Gertrude Wolfson*
Ted David LeVine*
Ruth Goldstein*
Joseph Fishman
Rinard K. Brown*
Dena Sudow Steinberg*
Yudl Boskind
Anna Berman*
Max Schwartz
Jacob Louis Mell*
Carl Franks*
James Kucuy
Revella Panimon*

Mar 22
Mar 22
Mar 22
Mar 22
Mar 22
Mar 22
Mar 22
Mar 29
Mar 29
Mar 29
Mar 29
Mar 29
Mar 29

There are two dates listed above on our yahrtzeit list. The first is the
actual date of the yahrtzeit, and memorial candles should be lit on
the preceding evening. The second is the day of the service at which
the name is read. An asterisk after a name indicates that a plaque is
affixed to the Memorial Tablet.

All of these examples of our embracing diversity. I encourage you to be part of the discussion!

DON’T
FORGET!!

KINDLE THE SHABBAT

Set your clocks ahead
1 hour at 2:00 AM on
March 9.

...and HAVDALAH CANDLES

Fri. Feb. 28...............5:26 PM
Fri. Mar. 7.................5:34 PM
Fri. Mar. 14 ..............6:42 PM
Fri. Mar. 21 ..............6:50 PM
Fri. Mar. 28 ..............6:58 PM

(So do it Saturday night, Mar. 8,
before you go to bed so nobody will be
late to Sunday school in the morning!)

Sat. Mar. 1 ...............6:55 PM
Sat. Mar. 8 ...............7:05 PM
Sat. Mar. 15.............8:12 PM
Sat. Mar. 22.............8:21PM
Sat. Mar. 29.............8:29 PM

NOTE: Shabbat ends one (1) hour after
candlelighting time on Saturday night.

CKI Marketplace
ART+ PORTRAITS
BY ZAHAVA

ArchitecturalBrochures

Done from your favorite photo

Jana E
McFarlane
graphicdesigner

4 Ash Court
Streamwood, Illinois
60107
Tel 630.483.7330
Cell 630.464.6429

Zahava Raz
Artist
Call for an appointment
847-888-7470
Also still life, pet portraits, wall art
Excellent likenesses
Holiday gifts, Bar Mitzvah gifts
Valentine and Mother’s Day gifts

jemcfarlane @ earthlink.net
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GRAPHIC + WEB
DESIGN

847.622.8855
www.ArchitecturalBrochures.com

CKI Marketplace
Scott H. Budd
Financial Advisor

1140-A N. McLean Blvd
Elgin, IL 60123-1782

Bus: 847-741-4447
Fax: 888-806-4706
Toll Free: 877-909-4447
scott.budd@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

E O M S

Elgin Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Drs. Finger & Bennett, Ltd.
www. Elginoms.com
Michael B. Finger D.D.S.
Anthony J. Bennett D.D.S.
Diplomates, American Board of
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

1425 N. McLean Blvd. #200
Elgin, IL 60123

Phone: (847) 697-6868
Fax: (847) 697-8355

Member SIPC

ELGIN FOOT & ANKLE CENTER
Podiatrists, Foot Surgeons

FLP Tax and Planning Service
(847) 608-0547 Fax: (847) 289-9808
Toll Free: (877) 829-7357

GIMME All Your Money!
Say NO to the IRS Tax Man
Seek professional tax advice

Rich Kruth

38W780 Hogan Hill
Elgin, IL 60124
richkruth@richkruth.com
www.RichKruth.com

M ARSHALL
A RC H I T E C T S
Creative Residential and Commercial Design

Dr. Kenneth E. Jacoby
F.A.C.F.A.S.
Diplomate American Board of
Podiatric Surgery

www.elginfootandankle.com
Elgin 847.741.3127 750 Fletcher Dr., Ste 300 60123

630.584.7820
www.MarshallArchitects.com

⌿

• Individual
• Couples
• Families

Dr. Joseph Rosenfeld

Psy.D., C.R.A.D.C.
Clinical Psychologist

1595 Weld Road
Suite 5
Elgin, IL 60123

847-429-1875
Fax: 847-429-1876

chicagojewishfunerals.com

Jewish
Youth
Temple
B͛Nai
Israel
Game Night
Saturday, March 22
23
7 ² 9:30 pm

Absolutely Free!!!
All 5th Graders through High School
Come and participate in a short Havdallah service,
followed by games.
Please bring whatever games you like to play anything BUT video
games. We will have drinks, snacks and pizza!

43W440
CourtCourt
43W440Campton
Campton
St. Charles

St Charles
RSVP to:

Lisa
Gerlach
at lisa.gerlach@mail.com or
Alysa
Hwalisz
847.751.0826
630-862-5445
or
Liza
at Archbroch@comcast.net,
or
847.622.8855

mhwalisz@comcast.net
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All 5th graders thru High School
Sunday, April 13
1:45 PM to 3:45 PM
$18 per person
Please arrange your own carpooling!

Under The Big Top
731 N. 17th Street
St. Charles, IL 60174
Includes Game Card, Go-Kart,
Laser Tag, Pizza & Pop.
Please RSVP to Liza at
Archbroch@comcast.net, or
Lisa Gerlach at lisa.gerlach@mail.com
Make Checks payable to Ma’ayan BBYO and mail to:
Liza Bachrach, 7 Clove Court, South Elgin, IL 60177



_______________________________________________________________________
will attend the Jewish Youth Program on Sunday, April 13,
from 1:45 PM to 3:45 PM, at Under the Big Top in St. Charles.
Make Checks payable to Ma’ayan BBYO, and send to:
Liza Bachrach, 7 Clove Court, South Elgin, IL 60177
13

IT’S ADAR! BE HAPPY! BUY A LEAF OR ROCK ON THE TREE OF LIFE!!
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Choosing Synagogue Membership
Reprinted from the December 12, 2013, blog
The Coffeeshop Rabbi (Rabbi Ruth Adar).
For this article and more, go to:
http://coffeeshoprabbi.com/2013/12/22/
choosing-synagogue-membership/
I have to be honest about my bias on this
topic. One of the fixed items in our household
budget is synagogue membership. Our children are grown. We don’t need religious
school. No one is studying for a bar mitzvah.
But to borrow a phrase from Moses—excuse
me, Charlton Heston!—I’ll let go of my synagogue membership when they take it out of
my cold, dead hands.
Why is synagogue membership important
to me? Let me count the pros:
1. I have a rabbi (actually, two rabbis) on call
should we need them. I like knowing that if I
have a big decision to make, there’s someone
grounded in the tradition with whom I can talk
it through. I like knowing that if something bad
happens, all members of my family will be free
to call on the rabbi for support and guidance. I
don’t want to be looking for a rabbi at a crisis
in my life.
2. I have a community. I don’t love everything
about that community, or everyone in that
community, but it is my community, people
who know who I am and with whom I navigate
life. If I am looking for a plumber, or a doctor, or
a real estate agent, everyone has a recommendation. If I have something to celebrate, they
will care. If something bad happens, they’ll
care. I am not anonymous there.

And even though I went to rabbinical school, I
still have lots to learn: learning is a lifelong
activity for a Jew.
7. When there is truly a crisis, I have a community and a rabbi. Much of my work is with unaffiliated Jews, and I have to tell you that that
more than anything has convinced me of the
benefits of belonging. I do my best for families
who are grieving, but they’ve turned to me
because someone gave them my name after
disaster struck. I’m essentially a nice stranger
with a set of skills they need. How much better
it would be for them to have a rabbi they
know, that they can call the minute trouble
looms, and who already knows their story?
That is what I want for myself and my family.
8. I know that by supporting this synagogue, I
am contributing to the future of Judaism in my
area. Even after my kids are grown, children will
be learning about Judaism at that synagogue.
Couples will get married. Funerals will be held.
Celebrations will happen, holidays and fasts
will be observed. By being a part of a synagogue, I keep Judaism going.
Now for the “cons” of synagogue
membership:
1. Yes, it costs money. Having that rabbi on call,
and a secretary and whatever else (a building, a
janitor, teachers, etc) costs a lot of money. If
money is tight, then you have two options: talk
with the synagogue about reduced rates, or
opt not to belong for now.

3. Yes, they bug me to give and to do stuff.
Linda and I get periodic appeals for financial
and volunteer participation. I also feel free to
say “no” when I really can’t or don’t want to do
something.
4. I don’t agree with the way everything is done
by the synagogue. Policy is up to the board,
and they call those shots. I get to state my
opinion, but I am not the boss. If it’s the only
synagogue in town and the disagreement is
about something serious, then maybe it isn’t
worth it. For example, I am not sure I could be a
happy member of a congregation that wanted
me to be closeted, or that did not count
women for a minyan.
5. Paying dues is just the beginning. To really
get the benefits of synagogue membership,
you have to invest time and heart.
——
Synagogue membership is not cheap. It costs
money, time, and heart. Sometimes it is aggravating. But for me, it’s worth it.

A Big Thank You to the Hallway Machers!

3. I benefit from the Caring Community, or
Committee, or whatever it is we’re calling it
now. When my kids were still in school, and I
fell and smashed my knee, someone picked up
my kids from the bus, someone brought dinner, and someone was on the other end of the
phone to help me figure out how I was going
to deal with life while my leg was immobilized.
As an aging woman with some disabilities, this
is not a small thing.
4. I have somewhere to develop and use my
talents as a volunteer. This goes for small stuff,
like bringing food to potlucks, and to larger
things as well. Currently I don’t work for a congregation, but I volunteer some of my professional skills for my congregation. If I had the
time, I could sing in the choir (I wish I had the
time.) I get appreciation for the things I do
from time to time, and that’s nice too. I also
learn about social justice action opportunities,
and have a ready-made group of people with
whom to pursue those.
5. I have a minyan with whom to pray. Jews
engage in private prayer, but there are some
kinds of prayer for which we need a minyan of
at least ten Jewish adults.
6. I have people with whom to learn. There is
no substitute for a community when doing
Jewish learning: it just does not work alone.

2. As I said above, not everyone at my congregation is my best friend. Sometimes there is
conflict. There are some people who drive me
a little nuts. I probably drive them a little nuts,
too. Comes with the territory. As the old joke
goes, sometimes it is easier to love Judaism
than it is to love real live Jews.

Dan Marshall, left, and
Mark Seigle, right.
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CONGREGATION
KNESETH ISRAEL
330 Division Street
Elgin, Illinois
60120-5685

Lifelong Learning
Embracing Diversity
Building Community
Meaningful Observance

Return Service Requested

Shabbat Services:

March 2014
9:30 AM
11:45 AM

Friday evenings
Saturday mornings

7:30 PM
9:30 AM

1

Saturday Shabbat Service
Kiddush Round Table

2

Hebrew School
Torah School

9:00 AM
9:45 AM

3

Rosh Chodesh Group
Calendar Meeting

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

17

PICK UP FUNDABILITY CERTIFICATES

5

Hebrew School

5:00 PM

18

Education Committee Meeting

7:00 PM

6

Chai School

6:30 PM

19

Hebrew School

5:00 PM

7

PJ Shabbat
Musical Shabbat Service

6:00 PM
7:30 PM

20

Chai School

6:30 PM

21

Friday Shabbat Service

7:30 PM

8

Saturday Shabbat Service

9:30 AM
22

Saturday Shabbat Service

9:30 AM

9

Set clocks ahead ONE HOUR!
Hebrew School
Torah School & Preschool

23

No School

25

Book Club

26

No Hebrew School

28

Friday Shabbat Service

7:30 PM

29

Saturday Shabbat Service

9:30 AM

30

No School

2:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:45 AM

10

ORDER FUNDABILITY CERTIFICATES

11

Sisterhood Meeting

7:00 PM

12

Hebrew School

5:00 PM

14

Friday Scout Shabbat Service

7:30 PM

15

Saturday Shabbat Service
Havdalah Service, Adult Purim Party
Megillah Reading, Purim Schpiel

9:30 AM
7:30 PM

16

Hebrew School
Torah School
Judaism Rocks – Purim Carnival
Madrichim Class
Passover Wine Tasting
sponsored by Men’s Club

9:00 AM
9:45 AM
10:00 AM
11:30 AM
10:00 AM-12:15 PM

7:00 PM

