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Vision Committee Moves Forward
by Gale Jacoby

O

n November 13, over 40 people gathered
to transform us from Vision to Doing.
What an exciting session we had, filled with
brainstorming, discussion, ideas, and conclusions. The SWOT business model was used to
identify our STRENGTHS, WEAKNESSES, OPPORTUNITIES, and THREATS. Then we rolled up our
sleeves and really got to work. Our task was to
list action items we could do to meet our goals
of servicing our current congregants while
increasing our membership, within the vision
of being a sacred Jewish community striving to
meet the needs of our congregation through
Meaningful Observance, Lifelong Learning,
Embracing Diversity and Building Community.
Over thirty-five ideas were proposed. It was
inspiring to see so much passion, enthusiasm,
and thought flying around the room. The
hardest job came toward the end. We needed
to agree on our top five. There were so many
excellent ideas. Over time I am confident that
many of those ideas will become a reality. But
we need to have a realistic plan. We need to
start Doing the Top Five. And so, with much
thought and respect, the group selected the
top five action items:
1. Adopt Keruv, an outreach initiative to help
synagogues become a more welcoming
place for all, including interfaith couples.

join together in this effort.
Over the next few weeks
responsibilities will be distributed and time lines
devised. The more volunteers we have, the more we
will be able to accomplish.
Pick your passion and volunteer—Community/
Observance/Learning/
Diversity. We need your
help to achieve our pillars.
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To all of you who attended this extraordinary
session, thank you. Be assured that the Top
Five is a beginning. The Vision Committee
will continue to adopt new action items as
we continue to evolve. ✡
“Coming together, sharing together,
working together, succeeding together.”

Chanuka
Musika
Chanukah Service
Friday, December 23, 7:00 pm

2. Activate the Bikur Cholim (Caring)
Committee to care for congregants in need
by doing things such as providing a meal
during illness or mourning or a ride during
recuperation.

Sing along with contemporary
and traditional music.

3. Hold a special session with the purpose of
recruiting and training volunteers at CKI.

All ages can join in the celebration.

4. Address our religious school in terms of
structure, content and schedule.
5. Address our religious services in terms of
content, structure, schedule and being comfortable and welcoming.

• Guest Pianist •

Welcome the holiday with your
CKI family and friends.

The entire CKI community is embarking on this
process together. Existing committees and
new volunteers and new committees need to

RABBI JONATHAN KOHN
jon_kohn@excite.com

ROCHELLE FOSCO, President
sfosco46@hotmail.com

ZAHAVA RAZ, Receptionist
cki@ckielgin.org

NANCY ZIMMERMAN, Vice President - Education
nanzim@foxvalley.net

From the Rabbi’s Study...
Imagine a campfire going out.
Now keep your mind on it. Make
sure that the fire is securely
doused, and that it’s not coming
back.
Is that clearly in your mind? No? Does the fire
keep coming back? Well, I’m not surprised. It
may be possible to keep the image of a dead
fire in one’s mind, but I doubt it. I think that the
fire always comes back.
In a way, this is our miracle of Chanukahh. The
light of our worship in God’s Temple can never
be put out.
The miracle of Chanukah is also, of course, the
victory of the few over the many, the weak over
the strong, and the just over the wicked. That’s
the other miracle of Chanukah, the social miracle. Most of our holidays have both a social
side and a spiritual one.
For Chanukah, the two sides are the victory
and the light. Those are the ancient miracles.
But I think that there are two modern miracles
as well.
The first modern miracle of Chanukah, I would
say, is a spiritual miracle. For all other holidays,
there can be such a thing, God forbid, as a cele-

Don’t miss the now famous
MEN’S CLUB

L ATKE LUNCH
Sunday, December 18
at Noon!

Reservation Deadline
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 11
See page 4

bration without meaning: a Pesach of Matsa
without mention of freedom, Shavuot blintzes
without Torah, Rosh Hashana get-togethers
without reflection and repentance, Purim costumes without gratitude.
But there is no celebration of Chanukah without meaning, because the meaning of
Chanukah is in our struggle for the right to be
different.
Does someone celebrate Chanukah with just
dreidels? That’s being different. Potato pancakes? Same message. Fancy electric
Chanukah lights? Chocolate gelt? Family gatherings on the holiday? Toys?
No matter how we celebrate Chanukah, we
confirm the message of the Maccabees: that
we are Jews, and so we are different. It’s written into every Chanukah jelly donut, every gift,
every candle. If we celebrate at all, then we do
it by exercising our hard-won right to be different, and that’s what Chanukah is about.
That is the spiritual miracle. The second modern miracle is the social one , and it is even
more clearly a miracle from God. At what time
of year does Chanukah take place? It is when
all the world around us is celebrating other-
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But we are not alone. Chanukah brings the
Jewish world together, throughout the ages
and throughout the world. And it also brings
us together with a God of miracles, Who brings
us the message at precisely the time when we
need it most, that we are different from other
people, and that our being different is good.
The Chanukah victory could have come at any
time of year, but it is a special miracle of God
that it comes when it is needed.
Chanukah is a minor holiday, but on its message hang all our other festivals, and everything else that we may do just because we are
Jewish. We have a right to be different. The
Maccabees fought for that right. And we are
different.
One way that we show it is by celebrating
Chanukah.

We’ve Been Wondering...

S

he’s a graduate in education from
Northwestern University, she met her husband while still in high school, she has two
grown boys, and she cares deeply about the
future success of Congregation Kneseth Israel.
She is Gail Jacoby, Chair of the Vision
Committee of CKI.
After school, she was employed as a systems
analyst for Teletype Corporation, a subsidiary of
AT&T, for eight years. Her relationship with Ken
Jacoby solidified when they met again in USY
at Ezra Habonim, and they married in 1978.
The Jacobys spent a year in Knoxville,
Tennessee during Ken’s residency program in
podiatry. In 1984 they searched for a community that offered a professional opportunity for
Ken and a significant Jewish presence and syn-

HaKol Information

wise, and when they are all offering a free and
open invitation for us to join them. The beauty,
the joy, and the sheer intensity of the message
to us all, that this is a time of great non-Jewish
celebration, can be difficult for a Jew to bear
alone.
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agogue to fill their growing family needs. They
thought then, and think now, that CKI fits the bill.
HaKol: Why USY at CKI?
Gale Jacoby: I chaired USY for 10 years from
1995 through 2005. With Ken’s help and a
great group of kids, we had the highest percentage participation of any USY group in the
Chicago area. Because of our own experience
with USY, we felt that the organization provided a good Jewish base and great youth experience for anyone that chose to get involved. At
that time, I believed USY was the right choice
(continued on page 5)

I

n our effort to offer more transparency and to
encourage more participation, the CKI Board
now makes our upcoming meeting agendas available on our website as a downloadable PDF.
Please go to:
http://www.ckielgin.org/board.html
and click on the black button on the right side of
the Board page reading “Click Here for the
Upcoming Board Meeting Agenda”.

PLEASE...

If there is an illness in the family
or the loss of a loved one, please
call CKI at 847-741-5656 so that
your CKI family can contact you
and be of help.

Thanks to October Meals On
Wheels’ Volunteers

Sisterhood News
A tremendous THANK YOU from
me and Chair Adele Stein to all
who helped with the Corned Beef
Lunch Fundraiser!! What a community effort!
Our CKI-Youth kids (and a few parents) did a
fabulous job getting things going on Monday
night, November 14. Our thanks to: Brandon
Abrams, Jeffrey Barrash, Lisa Gerlach, Riva
Kohn, Isaac Marshall, Jenna Mussar, Liza
Bachrach, Reinhold Mussar, and Wendy
Barrash.
Thank you, also, to our Sisterhood ladies for
their blood, sweat, and tears (none of which, by
-the-way, reached the sandwiches, thank goodness). Kudos to Carole Burstein, Risa Cohen,
Rochelle Fosco, Judi Rubenstein-Gantz
Medina Gross, Anita Hornung, Gail Korn,
Kathy Lange, Lorinda Lewandowski, Wanda
Pitzele, Barb Razowksy, Maureen Rosenfeld,
Sherry Wiesman, and Nancy Zimmerman.

Last, but CERTAINLY not least, our Hebrew
School Moms worked incredibly hard to help
us finish up and meet our deadline. A very
heartfelt THANK YOU to Mindy Bear, Lisa
Kravis, and Elaine Sofferman!!
Again, thank you to all. We couldn’t have done
it without you!
* * *
SHOP SHOP SHOP at our Gift Shop’s
Chanukah Bazaar! (See sidebar.)
* * *
Please join us on Tuesday, December 13 at
7:00 pm at CKI for our annual Sisterhood/
Hadassah Chanukah party!! Enjoy some good
food, fun, mitzvot, and laughter. (See page 5.)

• Magen David Adom Speaker – Leemor Dotan
• Men’s Club/FJMC Regional meeting included
service, breakfast, and our own Mark Seigle
speaking on “Salesmanship”
• Mark Travis – Keruv Discussion (what it is all
about)
• Story of a Holocaust Survivor – Ericka Yeger
told her mother’s story of survival
• Kristallnacht Speaker – Patricia Ruiz, Law
Student NIU Law School sponsored by Men’s
Club
• Gale Jacoby recounted her father’s story as a
Holocaust Survivor to Hebrew School
We also are offering Adult Education classes on
Thursday evenings:
• Hebrew Reading Class – taught by Ericka
Yeger
• Bible/Ethics/Life Cycle Class – taught by Rabbi
Kohn
Thank you all for your continued support and
attendance. Watch for future programs sponsored by CKI, Sisterhood, Men’s Club, and Elgin
Hadassah.
The ‘Festival of Dedication’ also called 'The
Festival of Lights' commemorates the victory of
the Maccabees over the Syrians in 165 B.C.E
and the re-dedication of the Temple in
Jerusalem which had been defiled by them.
Each night of the festival, an additional candle
is lit until, on the last night, eight candles are
burning. According to tradition, when the
Temple was re-captured, only one small vessel

hank you Bernie and Sheila Miller for
taking the Halloween Day route for Meals
on Wheels! Sue Johnson will be setting up
the February route in 2012. Monday, February
20 is President’s Day, a school holiday; the CKIYouth will be participating that day. To help
out for February, schedule with Sue Johnson:
(847)695-7160 or
SusanJJohnson@wideopenwest.com.
Thanks to ALL our volunteers!!!!
– Nancy Zimmerman

Oooooh!!!

...DON’T SHOP UNTIL
YOU HAVE SEEN
THE CKI GIFT SHOP!
Lots of new items for every
person on your holiday list.

President’s Message
We have had a very busy time
here at Congregation Kneseth
Israel following all the holidays.
We have had the following activities:

T

of consecrated oil—enough for just one day—
was found. Miraculously, it sufficed for eight
days until new oil could be prepared, and the
festival was established for this length of time
to commemorate the miracle. (Definition from
Hebrew Calendar software). As we celebrate
Chanukah December 20-28 (first candle is lit
December 19), I remember celebrating as a
young girl. The celebration was very different
than how my grandchildren celebrate.
Chanukah was a family celebration of food,
especially potato latkes (mmmm), lighting the
menorah, playing dreidl with nuts (walnut,
hazelnuts and almonds all in shells) or pennies.
My cousins and I would play for hours. I would
teach my friends from grade school (who were
not Jewish) about the holiday and the miracle.
My friends loved my mom’s latkes, and we had
so much fun using the nut crackers to open
the nuts. My friends had fun, but I always knew
they felt their holiday was more fun (all the
gifts they would receive). Even though I did
not get gifts when I was younger, through the
years our Chanukah evolved more from the
“miracle of the oil” to the receiving gifts (my
grandchildren tease me, not understanding
why I never got gifts). I try to relate the fun I
had with family and friends and celebrating a
true “miracle”. I went to a Yiddish school after
public school and learned songs,“The Dreidel
Song,”“Maoz Tzur (Rock of Ages),” and several
others— all in Yiddish. In public school, I
learned all of my friends’ songs. My friends’
songs are still played all the time starting after
Thanksgiving. I wish mine were played, also.
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Complete selection of
Chanukah items: menorahs,
candles, dreidels, decorations, wrapping paper, toys
Additional gift items: jewelry,
t-shirts, purses, serveware
Sale items and many items
below suggested retail price.
BAZAAR HOURS
Sunday, Dec. 4 9:00 am-noon
Tuesday, Dec. 6 7:00-8:30 pm
Wednesday, Dec. 7 5:00-6:30 pm
Sunday, Dec. 11 9:00 am-noon
Wednesday, Dec. 14 9:00 am-noon

For private appointment or
information, contact
Sue Johnson, 847-695-7160
or Tina Wolf, 630-377-1287

Congregation Kneseth Israel’s Men’s Club Presents
An Alter Cooker Production

LATKE LUNCHTIME BANQUET
Real Potatoes Cooked By Real Men

Sunday, December 18 at 12:00 Noon
(Suggested minimum donation)

Adult Fressers: $8.00
Student Fressers: $5.00
Children: Kindergarten and younger: free (but remember, no running!)
Gourmet meal includes kosher tube steak, relish tray, drink, dessert, one-of-a-kind Entertainment,
and of course all the yum-yum, that's good eatin', rib-stickin' potato latkes you can eat.

As always, 3% of proceeds will be donated to MAZON to help feed the hungry nationally;
this year please bring one non-perishable food item per person to help the Elgin Food Pantry
Volunteers always needed . . . No special skills or experience necessary!! Call or contact

Paul (Potatohead) Glaser (630) 513-8268 (pauljayglaser@sbcglobal.net)

Please reserve your latkes no later than DECEMBER 11! Seating is limited!
Send this form, with check payable to “CKI Men’s Club” to the CKI office by December 11.
(Late reservations may not be accepted.)
Yes! Count us in! We want latkes! Now!
Name____________________________________
# ______adults _____students ____small children

$_____ enclosed
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_____waist size (before latkes)

KINDERSHABBES

We’ve Been Wondering...

Come welcome the Shabbat with a
half hour service designed especially
for children preschool–3rd grade.

for CKI. But CKI and the world around us are
not the same as they were in 1995.

Friday, December 2 • 6:30 pm
Singing

Story

Join your family and friends and
learn why Shabbat is the best day
of the week!

Men’s Club
TAX EVASION: CRIME AND SIN
CKI Men’s Club is pleased to announce that on
Monday evening, December 5, it will present a
fascinating and informative panel discussion
on “Tax Evasion: Crime and Sin.” IRS Revenue
Agent Roberta Fry, as well as our very own
Rich Kruth, a tax accountant, will offer their
views on tax evasion as a crime under federal
laws, while Rabbi Jonathan Kohn will provide
insight into sin as discussed in Jewish law.
This program will offer a great opportunity to
learn about taxes in advance of the end of the
year. But no, you will NOT learn how to evade
paying your taxes! Because that would be a
crime AND a sin (as you will learn at the program).
The program is open to the public and will
begin at 7:00 pm in the social hall. Light
refreshments will be served.

(cont’d from page 2)

HK: Your Vision Committee leadership has
thrust you into the spotlight more than ever
before. Why is the “vision” effort so important
to you?
GJ: Ultimately, it is important to me that CKI
survive well into the future. Conservative
Judaism has changed in that it is far less tolerant and flexible than in the past. It’s becoming
more difficult to attract young families to a
conservative environment because of outside
influences. We have to plot an exciting and
engaging direction for a new CKI that can succeed without losing the basic tenets that have
helped us get where we are today. I care about
CKI a lot!
HK: Your success in growing the CKI family
raises the question of appropriate size. Can
you become too big?
GJ: We have been far bigger than we are now.
My boys went to Hebrew classes in the funeral
annex across the street. We didn’t have room
for every student in the synagogue. In my
mind, that’s a good problem to have. We struggle now because the same people are asked to
do more and more. Small numbers lead to
burn out. You have to enjoy new perspectives,
attitudes, and energy. As in a business environment, you adapt or you disappear.
HK: Are you pleased with what the vision
committee has accomplished to date?

(and possibly only)

Join us for our
traditional joint

Hadassah/Sisterhood
Party
7:00 pm
Tuesday, December 13
at CKI.
We will be serving kugel,
burekas, and vegetables and a
dip. We will sing Chanukah
songs and play games and
have a chance to visit.
If you wish, you may
participate in our project this
year: Please bring NEW warm,
insulated gloves for the
Community Crisis Center,
especially in men’s
colors (brown, navy, grey,
black, etc.).

GJ: The Vision Committee is the best group
I’ve ever worked with. We have a group of people with diverse skill sets, but we easily reach
consensus because we can discuss problems
and solutions, give a little and take a little to
come to a positive outcome. I’m certain that
the end product will satisfy the majority of
members and hopefully engage others. ✡

Sisterhood and Men’s Club present

CKI’s First

Chanukah Party

Great Chili Cook-Off!

Judging will be Sunday, January 22, 2012.

Sisterhood and Men’s Club will take on all challengers.

Does everyone say your chili is the best? Here’s the
chance to find out. Teams are now forming for the
challenge. Put together your team through one of CKI’s
great groups: Youth, Torah School, 50+ Club,
Hadassah, Seniors, or any other.
All cooking will be done in the CKI kitchen.
Sisterhood will help you make sure ingredients are
kosher. If teams need help shopping for kosher meat,
we can help with that, too.
Join us Sunday, January 22, to taste and vote on the best chili at CKI!
For information contact Wanda Pitzele at 630-289-3349 or
wandnp@sbcglobal.net, or Perry Pitzele at pesachp@sbcglobal.net
(really, just call Wanda)
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The Mazal Tov Corner
Our hearty congratulations to…
Corinne Cohen-Grotenhuis,
daughter of Shirley Friedman, who
recently won the gold medal at the
World Championship Masters in
Olympic weightlifting in Cyprus. She
is now a nine-time World Champion!
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Parashat HaShavu’a
Weekly Torah Portions
Dec. 3
7 Kislev

Vayetze – Genesis 30:14-31:16
Haftarah: Hosea 12:13-14:10

Dec. 10
14 Kislev

Vayishlach – Genesis 34:1-35:15
Haftarah: Obadiah 1:1-21

Dec. 17
21 Kislev

Vayeshev – Genesis 38:1-38:30
Haftarah: Amos 2:6-3:8

Dec. 21
25 Kislev

(First Day Chanukah)
Numbers 7:1-17

Dec. 22
26 Kislev

(Second Day Chanukah)
Numbers 7:18-29

Dec. 23
27 Kislev

(Third Day Chanukah)
Numbers 7:24-35

Dec. 24
28 Kislev

(Birkat Hahodesh)
(Fourth Day Chanukah)
Miketz – Genesis 41:53-43:15
Maftir: Numbers 7:30-7:35
Haftarah: Zehariah 2:14-4:7

Dec. 25
29 Kislev

(Fifth Day Chanukah)
Numbers 7:36-47

Dec. 26
30 Kislev

(Sixth Day Chanukah)
Rosh Chodesh Tevet
Numbers 28:1-15; 7:42-47

Dec. 27
1 Tevet

(Seventh Day Chanukah)
Rosh Chodesh Tevet
Numbers 28:1-15; 7:48-53

Dec. 28
2 Tevet

(Eighth Day Chanukah)
Numbers 7:54-8:4

Dec. 31
21 Kislev

Vayigash – Genesis 45:28-46:27
Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:15-28

SISTERHOOD SHABBAT
Calling all
women from
Sisterhood to
participate in
our annual
Sisterhood
Shabbat.
The women leading the service
will warm you up, spiritually, on a
cold, wintery, Friday night!
Please SAVE THE DATE:
January 20, 2011 at 7:30 pm
Contact Adele Stein to volunteer
to participate in leading our congregation in prayer and psalms.
Oneg sponsored by CKI Sisterhood.

astein55@aol.com
630-815-3354

Ritual

CKI BOOK CLUB

Short Shabbat
Want to attend a Shabbat morning service but
a little crunched for time?
Please try one of our popular “Short Shabbat”
services:

findyourself
inShul!
ShulisGood!

• December 3 and 31
• January 14 and 28
• February 25

In by 9:30 am, out by 11:00 am!
* * *
On Friday evening, December 23, CKI presents
“Family Chanukah Sing-a-Long Service.”
As part of our regular Friday evening services,
those attending will participate in singing
some of the most popular Chanukah songs,
accompanied by a piano player!
The fun beings at 7:30 pm.
It's Chanukah! Get Chappy!

Please join us for an
organizational meeting
of the new CKI Book Club
on Wednesday,
December 14, 2011, at 7:00 pm
at the home of Gareth Sitz
653 Park Street
Elgin, Illinois
Please bring a list of 5 books
you would be interested in reading
or discussing
and we will chose our book list
for this first year.
Please R.S.V.P. to Carole Burstein
caroburstein@sbcglobal.net
before December 10.

Lucy In Israel on Nativ 31
November 16 (Excerpt):
for our erev nativ programming last tuesday
evening, my group spent a while discussing
what “tzedakah” really means—the difference
between “justice” and “charity.” we worked
with maimonides’ levels of tzedakah, which lie
down a framework of the “best” ways of following the commandment to repair the world.
many of us were troubled with having to find a
tangible preference of acts of tzedakah, which
can be something so intangible to us.
to top off the great discussion, we all made
blankets to be donated to those in need. it was
a lot of fun, and each group designed such different blankets! from a space scene to the tree
of life, all of the blankets were decorated really
nicely. it felt good to be spending our time to
make something special for others. plus, arts
and crafts are always fun!
every wednesday evening, nativ shows an
optional movie—always an american classic.
last week i had time to attend. we watched
“pulp fiction,” which i hadn’t seen before. it
was such a good movie! i had a good time
with nativ-er’s from other tracks who i don’t
have the opportunity to see very often.
my hebrew classes are continuing to be wonderful. the material is challenging, but i’m
working hard and doing well. i’m also becoming better friends with the other students. the
young woman who sits next to me, rawiya, is
an arab woman from east jerusalem. we
always work on our partner activities together,
and she is so friendly. it feels good to be
expanding my horizons and meeting such new
and different people. i’m so grateful for the
opportunity to do so!
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the next day, after my ulpan class and a quick
chicken shnitzel lunch, i volunteered again at
the lone soldier center. this time i blogged
about the center’s new project which encourages b’nei mitzvah students to be involved in
helping the lone soldiers in israel. it went pretty well! i’m definitely starting to become more
routine in my blogging for the center. i’m
excited to return tomorrow, since there were a
couple events in the past week about which i’ll
be blogging. the staff in the office there are
always so friendly and welcoming, and i always
look forward to being there again.
thursday night, i left for tel aviv with my friends
sivan, jake aaronson, and jake levine to spend
the shabbat at sivan’s grandparent’s house.
once again, it was a great weekend there. her
grandma and grandpa are always so sweet and
welcoming—it really felt like coming home
when we arrived after the long bus ride…
* * *
Read the rest, catch up from the archive, and
continue to follow Lucy on her blog:
http://lucymarshall.tumblr.com

Todah Rabbah!!

A personal, heartfelt THANK YOU to all the dedicated CKI volunteers who stepped up and
helped prepare our wonderful Break-the-Fast
meal during the recent High Holy Days: Jana
McFarlane, Nina Finn, Lorinda Lewandowski,
Nancy Zimmerman, Judith RubensteinGantz, Medina Gross, Ericka Yeger, Cheryl
Stanczak, Tina Wolf, Maureen Rosenfeld, Sue
Johnson, Risa Cohen, Mindy Bear, Cory
Waller, and a special thank you to our kosher
kitchen “energizer bunny” Wanda Pitzele. I
couldn't have done it without all of you—you
are all amazing!
– Anita Hornung

Generous Donations

December Birthdays

GENERAL FUND
Donation
Lana & Robert Kushner
In honor of Maddie Lewis’ Bat Mitzvah
Jana McFarlane
Wishing Sue Zemel a speedy recovery
Jana & Bill McFarlane

3
6
7
7
8
9
10
11
17
18
18
19
21
21
22
23
23
24
25
29
29
31

GENERAL FUND
To Sue Zemel for a speedy recovery
Sue & Dick Johnson
R’FUAH SH’LEIMAH – GET WELL
Lisa Schulman
Pearle Brody
Sherry Wiesman
Cheryl Stanczak
Shirley Friedman Eva Kruth
Burt Friedman
Adrienne Himmelfarb
David Goodman
Bernie Miller
Sue Zemel
May God have mercy upon you and others
who are ill among the people of Israel.

CKI - Youth & CKI - Youth Connect

O

ur Pizza in the Hut for Sukkot also included
a CKI-Youth Board meeting. Five kids from
regional BBYO joined us in an effort to guide us
into our transition. They are a great group of
kids, and they all got along really well. We
enjoyed our little service in the sukkah and
shaking the lulav!

We had seven kids attend bowling at Glo Bowl
in Marengo. All seven had a great time! Bowling
and Pizza with your Jewish friends—what
more could one ask for? See our photo below!
A special thanks goes to Ellie Kohn and Isaac
Marshall for attending the BBYO Young
Leadership Training Conference weekend.
They represented us as Elgin BBYO and got to
know the ins and outs of the BBYO structure.
They enjoyed getting a taste of the fraternity/

sorority life and also made lots of new friends!
At the time of this writing, several kids are looking forward to CHUSYfest and the Turkey Dance.
Please encourage your child to attend our
upcoming programs in December!
Dec. 3

YOUTH: BBYO FORMAL DANCE at
Beth Emet Synagogue

Dec. 10-11 YOUTH & 8th Graders: Board
Meeting/Lock in with BBYO – TBA
Dec.18

YOUTH AND CONNECT: CKI Latke
Lunch, Party, & white elephant

Norman Agins
Michael Schwartz
Rachel Bloomberg
Adrienne Zimmerman
Tom Baxter
Laurie Winner
Geoffrey Lindow
Jared Epstein
Benjamin Schillmoeller
Ken Jacoby
Teddi Stanczak
Robin Seigle
Malcolm Morris
Amy Poper
Riva Kohn
Michael Finger
Ian Goozh
Yasmin Baxter
Leonard Winner
David Barrash
Debbie Abrams
Marc Zemel

December Anniversaries
17
20
22
23
23
31

Nancy & Charles Zimmerman
Mike & Debby Poper
Isabel & Jerome Goldberg
Adrienne & Gerald Himmelfarb
Lisa & Stuart Kravis
Scott & Peggy Zonis

CKI-Y is for High School Ages.
CKI-Y CONNECT is for 6th through 8th grade.
– Liza Bachrach, Youth Chair

If you are not receiving Youth Group information emails and would like to, please email Liza at
Archbroch@comcast.net, and let me know. You can also download flyers from the website at
www.ckielgin.org/youth.html

Back: Isaac Marshall
L-R: Zach Kohn, Riva
Kohn, Lisa Gerlach,
and Ellie Kohn.
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Special Funds
The following funds are available for your generous
donations:
Seltzer Music & Cultural Arts Endowment Fund –
Jewish cultural enrichment programs
Clara Wechter Education Fund – Supports Torah
School and Adult Education (
Endowment Fund – (See the President)
General Fund – For multi-purpose use
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund – Needs decided by
Rabbi
Lee Miller Book Fund – New books for Library
Lillian Roth Scholarship Fund – (See the President)
Major Gifts – $5,000 and up. (See the President)
Memorial Plaques – $300.00
Prayer Book Fund – Chumash is $60
(Siddurim are no longer available for inscription)
Simon C. & Ruth L. Kaplan Torah Fund – Repair of
Torah scrolls
Sisterhood Flower Fund – Pulpit flowers
Sisterhood Vision Fund – Large-type Siddur $50
Tree of Life – Leaf is $100
CKI-Youth/Youth-Connect Groups – Support for
programs for our synagogue youth

Yahrtzeiten
We recall with loving memory those whose yahrtzeiten are commemorated during the coming weeks,
and those whose names are read in the Synagogue at Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat
services during the month of December. It is appropriate for members of their families to be present
when these names are read.
Actual
Date
Observed

Date of
Service

Dec 01

Actual
Date
Observed

Date of
Service

Nov 26 Melvin N. Ruben*

Dec 12

Dec 10 Margaret Agins

Dec 01

Nov 26 Gary John Seigle*

Dec 12

Dec 10 Frank Brodsky*

Dec 03

Dec 03 Isaac Kreeger*

Dec 12

Dec 10 Ann Hyman Swerdlow*

Dec 03

Dec 03 Gertrude Mestetsky*

Dec 13

Dec 10 Tom Arnold

Dec 03

Dec 03 William D. Sharf*

Dec 13

Dec 10 Abraham Zonis

Dec 03

Dec 03 Phyllis Siegel

Dec 13

Dec 10 Miriam Zonis

Dec 04

Dec 03 Walter Kohlhagen*

Dec 14

Dec 10 Florence Schwartz

Dec 05

Dec 03 Charles Fox

Dec 15

Dec 10 Maurice Burstein*

Dec 05

Dec 03 Emma Vopner Salk*

Dec 15

Dec 10 Rabbi Abraham Rose*

Dec 06

Dec 03 Roma Chitman

Dec 16

Dec 10 Joel Abrams

Dec 06

Dec 03 Maxine Turek

Dec 16

Dec 10 Avrom Blumberg

Dec 07

Dec 03 Paul Greenberg*

Dec 16

Dec 10 Augusta Hass

Dec 07

Dec 03 Zelda Sklute*

Dec 16

Dec 10 Bessie Strickman*

Dec 08

Dec 03 Herman Boskind*

Dec 16

Dec 10 Clara D. Wechter*

Dec 08

Dec 03 Rose I. Goodman*

Dec 17

Dec 17 Leo Cooper*

Dec 08

Dec 03 Evelyn Schack*

Dec 17

Dec 17 Anna Herzberg*

Dec 08

Dec 03 Eli Schwartz

Dec 17

Dec 17 Clare Mell*

Dec 09

Dec 03 Sylvia Hymen*

Dec 17

Dec 17 Wilbur Simon*

Dec 09

Dec 03 Scott Schwedel

Dec 18

Dec 17 Mordechai Ableman*

Dec 10

Dec 10 Dr. Joseph Bachrach*

Dec 18

Dec 17 Dorothy Jacobson Stein

Dec 10

Dec 10 Adolph Frisch

Dec 21

Dec 17 Rose Goldstein*

Dec 10

Dec 10 Joseph Silins*

Dec 21

Dec 17 Dulce Mann

Dec 11

Dec 10 Sam Micky Burstein*

Dec 21

Dec 17 Rose Schwartz*

Dec 11

Dec 10 Abraham Goldstein

Dec 21

Dec 17 Frieda Stein

Dec 11

Dec 10 Ida Kreeger Marks*

Dec 22

Dec 17 Meyer Moshe Kohan Ghadosh*

Dec 11

Dec 10 Anna Raffelson*

Dec 22

Dec 17 Esther C. Iseberg*

Dec 24

Dec 24 Lora Seigle*

Name

Name

Actual
Date
Observed

Date of
Service

Dec 25

Dec 24 Leo Greenberg*

Dec 25

Dec 24 Suzanna Massouda Levi*

Dec 25

Dec 24 Sadie Salstone*

Dec 25

Dec 24 Anna Singer*

Dec 26

Dec 24 Charles Rogoff*

Dec 26

Dec 24 Bessie Wiener

Dec 27

Dec 24 Helen Cooper*

Dec 27

Dec 24 Beverly Fishman

Dec 27

Dec 24 Esther Flowers*

Dec 27

Dec 24 Helen Louise Rys

Dec 28

Dec 24 Nancy Mariasis Ashcraft*

Dec 28

Dec 24 Ann Jacoby

Dec 29

Dec 24 Sara Shatz*

Dec 29

Dec 24 Renee Wielk

Dec 30

Dec 24 Rhea Herzberg*

Dec 30

Dec 24 Earl Lesser*

Dec 30

Dec 24 Idelle Sherman*

Dec 31

Dec 31 Rachel Polis*

Jan 01

Dec 31 Nathan Breen*

Jan 01

Dec 31 Lillian Grosken

Jan 01

Dec 31 Beatrice Wohl Shatzkin*

Jan 03

Dec 31 Sylvia Glaser

Jan 03

Dec 31 Ida Pearl Goldstein*

Jan 03

Dec 31 Sarah Hymovitz*

Jan 04

Dec 31 Foster Poper*

Jan 05

Dec 31 Sarah Meyer*

Jan 06

Dec 31 Mary Dreyer

Jan 06

Dec 31 Jean Eagels

Jan 06

Dec 31 Erika Lindow*

KINDLE THE SHABBAT
Fri Dec 2..................4:02 pm
Fri Dec 9..................4:01 pm
Fri Dec 16 ...............4:03 pm
Fri Dec 23 ...............4:06 pm
Fri Dec 30 ...............4:10 pm

There are two dates listed above on our yahrtzeit list. The first is the
actual date of the yahrtzeit, and memorial candles should be lit on
the preceding evening. The second is the day of the service at which
the name is read. An asterisk after a name indicates that a plaque is
affixed to the Memorial Tablet.
NOTE: Shabbat ends one (1) hour after
candlelighting time on Saturday night.

50+ GROUP
We're planning ahead for Saturday, April 21, when Peter Yarrow
will perform at ECC. Come re-live the ‘60s as Peter shares his music from
“Puff the Magic Dragon” to “Blowin’ in the Wind” and “Light One Candle.”
We've arranged a block of tickets to be reserved for CKI –
our discounted price is $28 per ticket.
Deadline to reserve is not until March 15, but you can express
interest now to Maureen Rosenfeld at MaureenMR@wowway.com
We plan to meet for dinner beforehand at the Colonial Cafe.
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Name

…and HAVDALAH CANDLES
Sat Dec 3 ................5:05 pm
Sat Dec 10..............5:04 pm
Sat Dec 17..............5:06 pm
Sat Dec 24..............5:09 pm
Sat Dec 31..............5:14 pm

See our website (ckielgin.org) for a complete
listing of all available retailers.

$100

$100

$25
$25

$50
$100
$100

$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25

$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$10
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$10
$25
$25
$25

CONGREGATION KNESETH ISRAEL
330 Division Street, Elgin, Illinois 60120-5685

Note: * = No Change
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO CKI
Orders due by the 10th of the month

Cabela's (11%)
Dick's (8%)*
JC Penney Debit Card (7%)
Kohl's (4%)
K-Mart Debit Card (4%)
MC Sports (8%)
Sears Debit Card (4%)
Sports Authority Debit Card (8%)

Department Stores

$25
$25
$25
$10
$10
$25
$25
$25
$10
$10
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$30
$20
$15
$20
$25
$25

$50
$50
$25
$25
$25

$100

Ace Hardware Debit Card (4%)
Amazon.com (4%)
American Eagle Outfiters (9%)
Barnes & Noble Debit (9%)
Bath & Body Works (13%)
Banana Republic Debit (9%)
Bed Bath & Beyond Debit (7%)
Best Buy Debit Card (3%)
Blockbuster Debit Card (7%)
Claire's (9%)
Crate and Barrel (8%)
Express Debit Card (10%)
Foot Locker (9%)
Gymboree (13%)
Harry & David (10%)
Home Depot Debit Card (4%)
J Jill (8%)
Jiffy Lube (8%)
Jo-Ann Fabric Debit Cart (6%)*
I-Tunes (4%)
Kids/Toys/Babies R Us (1.5%)
LL Bean (15%)
GROUPON (7%)

Retailers

Amoco/BP (2%)
Exxon/Mobil Debit Card (1.5%)
Shell Debit Card (2.5%)
Marathon Gas (3%)
SpeedWay (4%)

Miscellaneous

$100

Lands' End (17%)
Lane Bryant (8%)
Limited (9%)
Lord & Taylor (8%)
Lowe's Home Improvement (4%)
Macy's (10%)
Marshalls/TJ Maxx (7%)
Menard's (3%)*
Men's Warehouse (8%)
Michaels (4%)
Office Depot Debit Card (4%)
Office Max Debit Card (5%)
Old Navy/GAP Debit Card (9%)
Pier 1 Imports Debit Card (9%)
Pottery Barn (8%)
Radio Shack Debit Card (4%)
Restoration Hdwr Debit Card (12%)
Staples Debit Card (5%)
Talbot's (13%)
Target (2%)
Walden Books (9%)
Williams-Sonoma (8%)
Wal-Mart (2%)
Zappos.com (8%)

$100
$100

Albertson's (Jewel/Osco) Debit
Dominick's (4%)
CVS Pharmacy Debit Card (6%)
Walgreens Debit Card (6%)

$25
$25
$25
$25

Retailers (cont)

Grocery/Drug Stores

$100
$100
$50

$100

$100
$100
$25
$100

TOTAL SALE
TOTAL CERTIFICATES

Applebee's Debit Card (8%)
Arby's (8%)
Bahama Breeze Debit Card (9%)
Baskin Robbins (9%)
Bob Evans (10%)
BoneFish Grill (5%)
Boston Market Debit Card (12%)
Burger King (4%)
California Pizza Kitchen (4%)
Champps (9%)
Cheesecake Factory (5%)
Chevy's (8%)
Chili's Debit Card (11%)
Chipotle Mexican Grill (10%)
Claim Jumper (8%)
Cold Stone Creamery (8%)
Dave & Busters (13%)
Denny's (7%)
Jamba Juice (7%)
Kentucky Fried Chicken (9%)
Lettuce Entertain You (12%)
Little Caesars (8%)
Lou Malnati's (8%)
Macaroni Grill Debit Card (11%)
Maggiano's Debit Card (11%)
Max & Erma's (13%)
Olive Garden Debit Card (9%)
Outback Steakhouse (5%)
Panera Bread (9%)
Pick Up Stix (12%)
Pizza Hut (8%)
Rainforest Cafe (9%)
Red Robin (9%)
Ruby Tuesday's (8%)
Starbuck's Debit Card (7%)
Subway (3%)
Sweet Tomatoes (8%)
TGI Fridays (8%)
Wendy's (4%)

Restaurants
$25
$10
$25
$10
$10
$25
$10
$10
$10
$25
$25
$25
$25
$10
$25
$10
$25
$10
$10
$5
$25
$20
$10
$25
$25
$20
$25
$25
$10
$25
$10
$25
$10
$25
$25
$10
$10
$25
$10

FUNDABILITY... The easiest contribution to CKI you will ever make!
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CKI Marketplace
Scott H. Budd
Financial Advisor

1140-A N. McLean Blvd
Elgin, IL 60123-1782

www.keystonecommercialrealty.com

Bus: 847-741-4447
Fax: 888-806-4706
Toll Free: 877-909-4447
scott.budd@edwardjones.com
www. edwardjones.com

FLP Tax and Planning Service
(847) 608-0547 Fax: (847) 289-9808
Toll Free: (877) 829-7357

GIMME All Your Money!
Say NO to the IRS Tax Man
Seek professional tax advice
Rich Kruth

38W780 Hogan Hill
Elgin, IL 60124
richkruth@richkruth.com

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

E O M S

Elgin Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Drs. Finger & Bennett, Ltd.
www. Elginoms.com

ELGIN FOOT & ANKLE CENTER
Podiatrists, Foot Surgeons

Dr. Kenneth E. Jacoby

M ARSHALL
A RC H I T E C T S
Creative Residential and Commercial Design

F.A.C.F.A.S.

Michael B. Finger D.D.S.
Anthony J. Bennett D.D.S.
Diplomates, American Board of
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
1425 N. McLean Blvd. #200
Elgin, IL 60123

Phone: (847) 697-6868
Fax: (847) 697-8355

Diplomate American Board of
Podiatric Surgery

www.elginfootandankle.com
Elgin 847.741.3127 750 Fletcher Dr., Ste 300 60123
Algonquin 847.741.3127 600 Randall Rd, Ste 210 60102

630.584.7820
www.MarshallArchitects.com

!

• Individual
• Couples
• Families

Dr. Joseph Rosenfeld
Psy.D., C.R.A.D.C.
Clinical Psychologist

1595 Weld Road
Suite 5
Elgin, IL 60123

847-429-1875
Fax: 847-429-1876

ART+ PORTRAITS
BY ZAHAVA
Done from your favorite photo

Zahava Raz
Artist
Call for an appointment
847-888-7470
Also still life, pet portraits, wall art
Excellent likenesses
Holiday gifts, Bar Mitzvah gifts
Valentine and Mother’s Day gifts

www.wohleyecenter.com

CKI Marketplace
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Charles M.
Zimmerman

CALL FOR YOUR
***FREE***
ON-SITE EVALUATION
Serving Chicago and Northern Illinois
& DIAGNOSIS
Expert Computer &
Network Services

Attorney
At Law

Residential & Small Businesses

162 E. Chicago Street
P.O. Box 5866
Elgin, Illinois 60121
Phone (847) 931-5063
Fax (847) 931-5074

graphicdesigner

Yoni Repair Troubleshoot & Configuration

HOURS: MON-SUN 7AM-10PM

Jana E
McFarlane

(847) 302-8445

- Home and Office network design
- Home and Small business support
- Telecommunication programming and design
- Home Theatre Design and Installation
- PC Laptops with wireless printing/faxing/scanning
- Home office desktops with dual monitor LCD displays
- Software training & - Backup solutions
- Ergonomic mounting solutions
- Custom DVD Slideshows for weddings/
- Bar/Bat-Mitzvahs/memorial and more
- Much Much More…

4 Ash Court
Streamwood, Illinois
60107
Tel 630.483.7330
Cell 630.464.6429
jemcfarlane @ earthlink.net

* SON-IN-LAW OF MICHAEL FINGER *

CONGREGATION
KNESETH ISRAEL
330 Division Street
Elgin, Illinois
60120-5685

Building community
Embracing diversity
Meaningful observance
Lifelong learning

Return Service Requested

Shabbat Services:

December 2011
2

3

Kindershabbes
Friday Shabbat Service
Gimel Class Family Service and oneg

6:30 pm
7:30 pm

Shortened Shabbat Service
BBYO Formal Dance at Beth Emet Synagogue

9:30 am
TBA

4

Hebrew School
Torah School
Chanukah Bazaar during school

5

Men’s Club Panel Discussion:
“TAXE EVASION: CRIME AND SIN”

7:30 pm

17

Shabbat Service

9:30 am

18

Torah School Winter break begins – no school
CKI-Youth Board meeting and Latke Lunch Party
at CKI
11:00 am
Men’s Club’s now famous LATKE LUNCH
noon

20

Erev Chanukah – light first candle

7:00 pm

21

No School

23

Special Chanukah Musical Friday Shabbat Service 7:00 pm
Men’s Club Leads Service at
Friendship Village, Schaumburg
TBA

24

Shabbat Service

25

No School

28

No School

30

Friday Shabbat Service

7:30 pm

31

Shortened Shabbat Service
Haftorah Reader: Barry Rose

9:30 am

9:00 am
10:00 am

CKI Board meeting
Chanukah Bazaar Open

7:30 pm

7

Hebrew School
Chanukah Bazaar during school

5:00 pm

9

Friday Shabbat Service
ORDER FUNDABILITY CERTIFICATES

7:30 pm

10

Shabbat Service
and Junior Congregation
BBYO Lock-in
Hebrew School
Torah School
Chanukah Bazaar during school
Confirmation class

7:30 pm
9:30 am

PICK UP FUNDABILITY CERTIFICATES
Friday Shabbat Service

6

11

16

Friday nights
Saturday mornings

9:30 am
TBA
9:00 am
10:00 am
6:30 pm

13

Sisterhood and Hadassah Joint Chanukah Party
Chanukah Bazaar Open

7:00 pm

14

Hebrew School
Chanukah Bazaar during school

5:00 pm

9:30 am

