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Effective with this issue of HaKol, I am passing the role of
Birthdays
8
editor to Jana McFarlane. For more than five years, Jana
has used her wonderfully creative design and layout skills
Donations 13
to make HaKol a model for good communications for
Yahrtzeiten 15
synagogues everywhere and made me look good along
Marketplace 16
the way. Her sense of style and presentation skills make
Calendar Back
HaKol stand out in a huge field of competitors. Because
of her efforts, CKI presents itself as a dynamic center for
Judaism in the Fox Valley and exhibits its vitality and
energy month after month. HaKol without Jana McFarlane would
not be HaKol.

During my years as editor of HaKol I have come to appreciate the
exceptional talents that have made up our contributor pool. Good
thinkers with superb writing skills populate our congregation and
should be applauded. Most everyone exposed to HaKol for the first
time comments on the breadth of our activities and the excellent
communications skills we use to convey our message. This is, after
all,“The Voice” of CKI and will continue to carry our message as we
move forward. A huge thank you goes to every CKI member,
contributor, advertiser, and reader who made my tenure as editor
enjoyable, easy, and enlightening. I've enjoyed every moment.
Jana will bring a new energy to the editor’s task. With the help of all
of us HaKol and CKI will endure well into the future. Congratulations,
Jana, on taking on a new challenge. I know it will be successful and
very well done.
Ron Razowsky
Former HaKol Editor

From the Rabbi’s Study...
Tevye, the dairyman in
Fiddler on the Roof, asks,
“How does a tradition get started?
I’ll tell you…
“I don’t know,” he says,“but it’s a
tradition. And because of our traditions,
every one of us knows who he is and
what God expects him to do.”
Who we are and what God expects of us
is the essence of the Pesach Seder. As
Rabbi Shimon Apisdorf writes in the
Passover Survival Kit,“Passover tells
every Jew three things: who you are,
where you came from, and what you
stand for.” The first two of these things
are so closely related that Apisdorf’s
point and Tevye’s are almost the same.
But Apisdorf then takes us on to the

next step. He teaches that because of
this message of Pesach, we can never
shortcut our way through the Seder. He
writes,“Sure, you can figure out an
ingenious back-alley route to sneak by
rush-hour traffic or curl up with a single
volume containing three-page
summaries of everything from
Shakespeare to Fulghum, but don’t try it
in life. Not with your children, not with
your spouse, and certainly not with
yourself.”
That’s why the Seder is laid out as it is,
with many rituals, each leading into the
next. Jews work hard to prepare Seders,
and we perform them more elaborately
than any other home ritual is performed
in any major religion in America—
because Seders take time. Their message

takes time. But if you’re looking for real
life, don’t go to the social hall or the
sports arena or the office. Go to the
Seder table. Seders are about being
someone and standing for something.
They deserve all the serious thought,
planning, and preparation that we give
them, because real life has no shortcuts.
Our questions, stories, and discussions
around the Seder table help us to grow
as people and as Jews. There is joy in
the process and wisdom in savoring it.
If we give the Seder all the time and
effort that it needs, then we can all
enjoy, with God’s help, a delightful,
satisfying, and kosher Pesach.

A Message from Our President
Every year around this time,
we go through the whole
process of deciding where to go for
each of the two Passover Seders—to a
cousin’s house and then have our own
Seder at our place or possibly attend the
Community Seder? I have to say the one
option I enjoy the most is when we hold
our own Seder and invite family and/or
friends to attend (by the way, Wanda
might argue that’s because I don’t do
the cooking!)
Actually, the reason I enjoy doing our
own Seder is that it is essentially the
only holiday where you can customize
your service, both in terms of length and
content, to suit your guests and your
own preferences. Since we often have
young children in attendance, I try to
keep it down to not much more than
30-45 minutes, and if I start to get a little
too verbose, there are those on hand to
keep me in line. The point is I have
found ways to provide a meaningful
experience for myself and our guests
while still managing to get to the
festival meal before anyone passes out
from hunger or sheer boredom.
Part of the whole experience is
including friends and even friends of
friends who I may not know. Sometimes
our crowd is as large as 20 people, and

then we’ve had instances where it’s not
much more than our immediate family.
For either situation, I can’t say I’ve
regretted holding the home Seder. One
year, when spring weather permitted
opening up patio doors and windows,
one of our neighbors remarked
afterwards how nice it was to hear our
singing and what a happy group we
must have been. (Have to remember to
invite them this year!) My point is, if you
haven’t given serious consideration to
celebrating Passover at home, don’t be
intimidated by the idea of having to
conduct a service. Actually, there are
some neat tricks to take some of the
effort off of you, such as having guests
take turns reading portions of the
Haggadah. If there’s someone present
who’s good at Hebrew, you can have
him/her do a prayer or lead a song such
as Hatikvah. As far as finding copies of
Haggadot, you can go online and find
some great choices there (some at not
an unreasonable price). Before we
purchased the ones we currently use, we
actually got hold of freebees from
Maxwell House Coffee, although I don’t
know if those are still available.

inviting someone you may not
necessarily be close to or know very
well—a co-worker or, given our difficult
times, a person who is struggling and
perhaps out of work. Including people
outside your immediate circle is not just
a way to do a mitzvah but also adds to
your own holiday experience. To quote
a prayer at the beginning of the
Haggadah,“All who are hungry, let them
enter and eat. All who are in need, let
them come celebrate Pesach.”

If you’re already planning your own
Seder (and you know who you are),
consider a point I mentioned earlier:

All items should be emailed to:
jemcfarlane@earthlink.net
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Chag Sameach,

Ha Kol Information
Kol Kneseth Israel (HaKol) is published monthly
by Congregation Kneseth Israel of Elgin, Illinois. It
is mailed to CKI members via first class postage.
Non-members who would like to receive a copy
may do so by forwarding a yearly donation of $18
(Chai) to cover cost of production and mailing.
Make checks payable to CKI.
All material for the May issue is due NO LATER
than April 10, PLEASE.

HaKol Editor: Jana McFarlane
Advertising Manager: Ron Razowsky

Torah School News
The Purim Carnival was a
huge success! That was due
to all the help from so many wonderful
people! It started with the ladies
baking our hamentashen as a
fundraiser: Mindy Bear, Karen Radest,
Marina Fink, Wendy Barrash, and our
newest Bat Mitzvah Elisheva. We made
a net profit of a whopping $334.00!
Excellent job ladies!! Then we had all
the kids that ran the games at the
carnival. Yasher Koach to the 7th grade
and Confirmation class.
Next is the lunch crew: Wendy Barrash,
Mindy Bear, Karen Radest, Ira Fosco,
Hank Schillmoeller, and Bill McFarlane.
Thanks! Lunch was great! Thank you to
Anita Hornung for setting up all the
prizes and her wonderful husband,
Brad, for taking her usual spot of taking
all those shekels and giving out the
prizes!
I had a great time with this event! I
hope I didn’t miss thanking anyone. If I
did, my apologies.
✡ ✡ ✡
The Megillah reading was very
entertaining. The Confirmation class did
an awesome job with their rendition of

“Purim Wars”. “Long ago, in Shushan, in a
galactic desert far, far away…” Thanks
to the Rabbi, Paul, and Saul for finishing
the service early as promised!
✡ ✡ ✡
Yasher Koach to Elisheva on becoming
a Bat Mitzvah. She did a wonderful job
as the first of our 7th grade class to take
the leap!
✡ ✡ ✡
The Matzoh Bakery is coming!!!
This will be an all school event on April
19. With Passover approaching, the
“Living Legacy Holiday Discovery
Series,” a project of Lubavitch Chabad,
is presenting a one-of-a-kind
experience—a fully functioning, stateof-the-art model matzoh bakery at our
school. The Matzoh Bakery is an
exciting, thrilling, and educational
experience for children of all ages. The
bakery will have them actually
kneading, rolling and baking their own
round hand-made matzoh as the
ancient Hebrews did over 3,300 years
ago. The children will learn, experience
and taste the tradition of eating handmade shmura matzoh. Every child will
be given a specially designed baker’s
hat to wear and keep as their souvenir.

There is no school on Wednesday
April 8 and 15 due to Passover.
✡ ✡ ✡
Family Shabbat service is April 3,
Confirmation Class participating,
7:30pm. As always all classes are invited
to attend. Attendance is mandatory for
4th through 7th grade.
Junior Congregation is April 11 at
10:00 am. Mandatory for 4th through
7th grade. This is our last Junior
Congregation of the school year. If your
child has not yet attended one, it would
be nice for them to come to one this
year to experience the new format. It’s
more of a teaching service to prepare
them for a service.
Confirmation Class, FRIDAY, APRIL 3,
FAMILY SERVICE 7:30pm and April 20.
Dinner at 6:00, class at 6:30.

✡ ✡ ✡

Stand with your community and
support the people of Israel!

WEST SUBURBAN WALK WITH ISRAEL ✡ MAY 3
Location: Congregation Beth Shalom
772 W. 5th Avenue
Naperville, IL

Time: Registration & Breakfast – 9:30AM
Entertainment – 10:00AM (Featuring the King David
Drummers from Israel)
11:00AM – Walk with Israel begins (6K event)

Support the more than 10,000 children in the Sderot area that have been threatened by rocket attacks from
Gaza …AND socialize and network with all your fellow Jews that live in the Fox Valley and western suburbs!
Additional information:
Anita plans to have free buses available at CKI Sunday morning, May 3, to take CKI students & adults to the event.
Exact time of the buses leaving for Naperville and returning to CKI is to be determined.
Volunteers are welcome and needed!

✡ ✡ Visit www.juf.org/walk for more information on signing up to do the walk OR to volunteer. ✡ ✡
Feel free to call Anita Hornung or Brad Burker at 630-377-1351 for additional information.

LET'S ALL GET INVOLVED AND REPRESENT CKI AT THIS YEAR'S WALK!
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Sisterhood News
ast Saturday I celebrated my Bat
Mitzvah. Since then, several people
have asked me if it was everything I had
hoped for. Well, it turned out better. My
Bat Mitzvah is a day I shall remember
for the rest of my life. I want to thank
everyone who participated and all who
gave very generous donations in honor
of my day. I want to thank my
daughter-in-law, Amy, for the beautiful
Kiddush table she prepared with the
help of several of our CKI women.
Thank you to everyone for your
thoughts and well wishes.

L

The joint collaboration with Hadassah
on aging was very successful. I look
forward to having similar joint meetings
in the future. Please feel free to let us
know what other topics interest you.
This month is very busy with Passover.
We have our Community Passover Seder
and our Joint Women’s Seder with
Hadassah. Please join us as we
commemorate our leaving slavery in
Egypt and moving forward to freedom
in our land of Israel. Sometimes I wish

they would have waited one more day
for challah… Just teasing!!!!
Passover is very different for me than
when I was growing up. When I was a
little girl, my mother did all the cooking
and baking, along with her oldest sister,
for Passover. We lived in a 4 room
apartment in Ravenswood. My aunt
lived next door. Passover often started
the week before the actual date. We
would clean everywhere, including the
drawers to our dressers to make sure
that all the bread crumbs and chametz
were not anywhere to be found. We
had Passover in our house so that
Passover could be properly prepared.
My mother and aunt made everything
from scratch—the chopped liver, gefilte
fish, matzoh ball soup, farfel latkes,
cakes—all made with matzoh meal. I
always thought it was strange that I had
Passover before Passover, but it made
perfect sense to my mother and aunt.
After all, how else could they prepare
for the seder if our houses were not
Passover ready. We also had many
different sets of dishes. We had dishes

Men’s Club
CKI MEN’S CLUB TO CELEBRATE SHABBAT APRIL 4
CKI's Men's Club members will lead the
congregation’s celebration of Shabbat
services on Saturday, April 4. All are
welcome to attend another example of
“passionate davening, Men’s Club style.”
A delightful kiddush lunch will
follow services.

Next meeting:
TUESDAY, April 21, 2009 at 6:30pm
OnQClub | Hennessy’s Steak & Seafood
2300 Bushwood Drive, Elgin
www.onqclub.com

Meals on Wheels Took on Winter 2009… and Won!
KI teams began Monday deliveries
in January, making the transition
from a week's deliveries every three
months. We will need teams again for
each Monday in April. Sue Johnson is
scheduling for April and looks forward
to your call to volunteer: (847) 695-7160.

C

January’s teams included Len and
Laurie Winner, Bernie and Sheila Miller,
Marc Zemel and Veronika Fogel, Ron
and Barbara Razowsky. While every

volunteer is valued, having the Millers
become part of CKI’s resources is
GREAT! More volunteers are always
welcome and we accommodate mature
middle schoolers (and beyond) on
Mondays that are holidays. This makes
a good mitzvah while preparing for a
B’nai Mitzvah.
Nancy Zimmerman (847) 695-6540 or
Sue Johnson (847) 695-7160.
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for everyday, dishes for company, and
dishes for holidays. Then we had
Passover dishes for everyday, Passover
dishes for the seders, and Passover
dishes in case someone dropped in
during Passover. All those dishes and
never a dishwasher. After all, there were
children who learned to wash—make
sure you don’t mix up any of the dishes!
By the time I was married and had my
own family, many of my relatives had
passed away. Instead of a 4-5 hour
seder, it was cut down to 20 minutes of
reading the story of Passover. We did
the Kiddush, the four questions, the
plagues, dayenu, and then ate. My
mother still prepared food from scratch,
but not as much since it was only my
sister and her family and me with mine.
My oldest son, Darrell, has his birthday
April 17. It fell during Passover more
often then not. His favorite cake is
banana cake. My mother would make
him a Passover banana cake that had to
weigh about 10 pounds with the
matzoh meal. My son would always eat
the cake with such gusto, as if it was the
lightest smoothest cake in the world,
because my mother made it special for
him. Since she is gone, he looks back
and misses his banana Passover
birthday cake.
I am not the homemaker my mother
was, so my grandchildren do not have
the same memories of holidays as my
children do. I miss that, but I am
making new memories with my
grandchildren and hope that they look
back with as much love and fondness
towards me as my children do for my
mother.
Chag Pesach Sameach,

USY and Kadima News
ovie Night was a good time.
Coraline was indeed creepy. After
the movie, we had great fun at IHOP, all
17 kids plus adults at one long table!

M

The USY Purim Jail was a success. In
addition to locking up our friends and
family, we raised $50 for Social
Action/Tikun Olam! Thanks to all who
donated.We all hope Herbert is doing
well.
As I write this, we are looking forward to
Laser Quest on March 15, and
Swimming/Rock Climbing at the Centre
of Elgin on April 5. Forms can be
downloaded from the CKI website on
the Youth Page. Kinnus will take place
April 24 through 26.
I personally want to thank the CKI
Sisterhood for their generous donation
to USY/Kadima. It comes at a crucial
time and will be used to make
programs more affordable. Please
consider USY/Kadima when you are
making donations. Our kids and
families do benefit.
Laura Cox has accepted the position as
Co-President while Lucy finishes her
term in Israel. We are excited! Thanks
Laura!

Danielle Piraino is in the midst of
organizing a new USY Religious
Program. We will be selecting one
Saturday per month in which we will all
come to CKI for Shabbat morning
services and then have lunch together
afterwards. Our first group Shabbat
and lunch will be April 11 with a
Passover lunch at CKI.
I also want to let everyone know that as
of May 2009, I will no longer be heading
the Kadima (6th-8th grade youth)
group. I will, however, continue to lead
USY (High School). Since I no longer
have kids who are Kadima age, I feel
strongly that a parent with a
participating child would have more
success with the group. Susan Robbins
will continue her involvement with
Kadima, and she would appreciate
having a partner. Please consider
volunteering to keep the Kadima
program alive. It is a fun age group, and
your son/daughter will take pride in
your leadership. I have truly enjoyed all
the years of my involvement.

David
becomes Bar Mitzvah
✡
Please join us for Kiddush
following services

– Liza Bachrach, Youth Chair
UPCOMING EVENTS FOR APRIL:
April 5 - USY/Kadima Swimming and
Rock Climbing at The Centre of Elgin
April 6 - USY Board Meeting 8 PM
April 11 - Saturday USY Morning
Service and Lunch
April 24-26 - Kinnus
UPCOMING EVENTS FOR MAY:
May 3 - Walk for Israel
May 4 - USY Board Meeting 8 PM
May 17 - Kadima Last Day Party!
TBA - Saturday USY Morning Service
and Lunch

Fifteen Steps to a Greater Seder
1. Clean your house. Sell your Chamets.

Marc and Deborah Stone
invite you to share
their joy
at Shabbat Services on
Saturday, April 18, 2009
as their son

If you are not receiving Youth Group
information emails and would like to,
please email me at
Archbroch@sbcglobal.net, and let me
know. You can also download flyers
from the website at
www.ckielgin.org/youth.html

2. Prepare yourself. Choose readings.
Plan goals.
3. Select a haggada.
4. Plan participation. Encourage
participation. Plan questions.
5. Prepare your guests. Tell them what
to expect. Assign parts for table and
for kitchen.
6. Feed the kids before the Seder. Let
guests know that the meal is late,
and that the Seder continues after
the meal ends.
7. Keep it comfortable. Improvise.
Encourage discussion.
8. Keep it moving.
9. Keep your sense of humor.
10. Plan your adult/child balance. How
much is geared to kids?

11. Prepare parts for the kids. 4
questions. Afikoman. List parts of
Seder of interest to children.
12. Keep the kids entertained. Quiet
reading or play offside. Songs.
Play-acting.
13. Get help—paid or volunteer.
14. Evaluate.
15. Continue to study. Add insights
each year.

Rabbi’s Calendar
4/7 Search for Chamets in evening
4/8 Fast of Firstborn. Submit Chamets
to CKI for burning.
4.8 11:09 am Deadline to burn
Chamets. Prohibitions on leaven
begin
4/8 First Seder
4/9 6:00 pm Community Seder
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B’nei Mitzvah
David Stone
is to be called to
the Torah as a
Bar Mitzvah on
April 18. David is
a 7th grade
student at
Hampshire Middle
School.
David plays baseball spring through fall,
plays Xbox year-round, is an honor
student, and shares his room with his
two rats, Weezy and Pitzy.
Sharing this special occasion with David
are his proud parents, Marc and
Deborah, and his older sister, Danielle.
Also sharing this wonderful day are his
aunts and uncles from both sides of the
family and both coasts, his
grandparents, and family and friends
who are making the trip all the way
from Los Angeles and Seattle.
Something David has learned from his
Jewish education: “I am proud of my
family history, and it is my job to bring
that to my family when I grow up.”

Jared Evan
Monteith is to be
called to the Torah
as a Bar Mitzvah
on May 2. Jared is
a 7th grade
student at Kenyon
Woods Middle
School.
Jared plays football for the Bartlett
Raiders and wrestles for the Bartlett
Junior Hawks Wrestling Club. He loves
to play video games, roller skate, visit
national parks, and listen to Coldplay,
Pearl Jam, and Neil Young.
Sharing this special occasion with Jared
are his proud parents, Marcie and
Michael Monteith, along with his
younger brother, Sam. Also sharing this
wonderful day are his grandmother,
Gloria Bitkower, aunts, uncles, cousins,
family friends, and the CKI
congregation.
Jared has learned that with hard work
and devotion he is very capable of
reading from the Torah and
comprehending what being Jewish
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means and that he can make a
difference when driven by relentless
effort to achieve goals.
For his Mitzvah Project, Jared is raising
awareness and funds for the National
Park Foundation, which is the only nonfor-profit organization under the
government that supports our precious
parks. Jared has visited over 15 national
parks and monuments. His love for
nature and being able to appreciate our
Lord’s gift of beautiful and sacred lands
brings alive his passion to help preserve
our National Parks. For inspiration and
guidance, we gratefully thank Ron Raben.

We Send You To Hebre w
School Because ...
• Because all of Judaism is based on
scholarship and study. If we spent our
whole lives studying Torah, we still
wouldn’t know everything there is to know
about living our lives the way God wants
us to live them.
• Because at Hebrew School you learn to
read Hebrew so that you can understand
what is going on at services.

Parashat HaShavu’a – Weekly Torah Portions
April 4
10 Nisan

Shabbat HaGadol
Tzav – Leviticus 7:11-7:38
Haftarah: Malakhi 3:4-24; 3:23

April 9
15 Nisan

First Day Pesach
Torah: Exodus 12:21-51
Maftir: Numbers 28:16-25
Haftarah: Joshua 3:5-7; 5:2-6:1

April 10
16 Nisan

Second Day Pesach
Torah: Leviticus 22:26-23:44
Maftir: Numbers 28:16-25
Haftorah: Joshua 3:5-7; 5:2-6:1

April 11
17 Nisan

Shabbat Chol Hamoed Pesach
Torah: Exodus 33:12-34:26
Maftir: Numbers 28:19-25
Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:1-14

April 12
18 Nisan

Chol Hamoed Pesach
Torah: Exodus 13:1-6; Numbers 28:19-25

April 13
19 Nisan

Chol Hamoed Pesach
Torah: Exodus 22:24-23:19; Numbers 28:19-25

April 14
20 Nisan

Chol Hamoed Pesach
Torah: Numbers 9:1-14; 28:19-25

April 15
21 Nisan

Seventh Day Pesach
Torah: Exodus 13:17-15:26
Maftir: Numbers 28:19-25
Haftorah: II Samuel 22:1-51

April 16
22 Nisan

Eighth Day Pesach; Yizkor
Torah: Deuteronomy 15:19-16:17
Maftir: Numbers 28:19-25
Haftorah: Isaiah 10:32-12:6

April 18
24 Nisan

Birkat Hachodesh
Shemini – Leviticus 10:12-11:32
Haftarah: II Samuel 6:1-7:17

April 24
30 Nisan

Rosh Chodesh Iyar
Torah: Numbers 28:1-15

April 25
1 Iyar

Rosh Chodesh Iyar
Tazria-Metzora – Leviticus 13:40-14:32
Maftir: Numbers 28:9-15
Haftarah: Isaiah 66:1-24; 66:23

Michael and Marcie
Monteith
invite you to celebrate the
upcoming Bar Mitzvah
of their son
Jared
at Friday evening services
May 1, 2009
Oneg following the service

findyourself
inShul!
ShulisGood!

✡
Then share in our
happiness at
Shabbat Services on
Saturday, May 2, 2009 as

Jared
becomes Bar Mitzvah
✡
Please join us for Kiddush
following services

Please note that the City of Elgin’s odd/even parking
experiment has concluded, effective April 1, at least for
the time being. If the program is renewed this October,
we will advise everyone.
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There will be NO

Lox & Bagel Luncheon
this month
due to Pesach preparations.

Chag Pesach Sameach!

Donation Information

April Birthdays

I/We would like to make a donation to
the following CKI fund:
Fund: _______________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________________________
Amount Enclosed: $ ___________________________________
Please indicate
䊐 In Honor of
䊐 In Memory of
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Make your check payable to:
Congregation Kneseth Israel
330 Division Street, Elgin IL 60120
Consider a gift to the Congregation Kneseth Israel Endowment Fund through one
of our income for life plans:
CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUSTS in which you transfer funds into a trust or mutual
fund that pays you income.
CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES in which you purchase an annuity and receive income.
All have significant tax advantages.
For further information, please call or write:
Charles Zimmerman, Chairman, phone 847-741-5656
Congregation Kneseth Israel Endowment Fund, 330 Division Street, Elgin, IL 60120

Special Funds
The following funds are available for your generous donations:
Seltzer Music & Cultural Arts Endowment Fund – Jewish cultural
enrichment programs
Clara Wechter Education Fund – Supports Torah School
Endowment Fund – See the President
General Fund – For multi-purpose use
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund – Needs decided by Rabbi
Lee Miller Book Fund – New books for Library
Lillian Roth Scholarship Fund – See the President
Major Gifts – $5,000 and up. See the President
Memorial Plaques – $300.00
Prayer Book Fund – Chumash is $60 (Siddurim no longer available)
Shalom Academy – Pre-school Jewish Education
Simon C. & Ruth L. Kaplan Torah Fund – Repair of Torah scrolls
Sisterhood Flower Fund – Pulpit flowers
Sisterhood Vision Fund – Large-type Siddur $50
Tree of Life – Leaf is $100
USY/Kadima Youth Group – Support for programs for our United Synagogue Youth
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Bruce Freeman
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Michael Farr
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Benjamin Berg
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Ronald Burstein

15

Danielle Stone
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Ellen Silberman

16

Eric Lesser
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Jason Peterson
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Laura Newman
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Cheryl Stanczak

22

Pearle Brody
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Eric-Jan Ginder
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Brittany Zeoli
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Patrick Lewis
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Madeleine Radest
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Chuck Gauthier

28

Phyllis Lesser
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Tina Wolf

April
Anniversaries
3

Ira & Amy Fosco

5

Chuck & Kara Gauthier

7

Michael & Marcie Monteith

11

Ron & Fern Raben

CKI’s Men’s Club
Man of the Year:

Saul Mariasis
Above: Paul Glaser introduces CKI’s
Man of the Year, Saul Mariasis.
Left: Saul gives his acceptance and
thank you speech.

he FJMC Midwest Region’s
Man of the Year Dinner was
held February 25 at Beth Hillel
Congregation B’nai Emunah in
Wilmette. Attending from CKI
(with guests) were: Ron & Fern
Raben, Saul Mariasis, Dennis
Mariasis & guest, Brad Burker,
Marc Zemel, Paul Glaser, Leonard
Kofkin, Dan Marshall, Perry &
Wanda Pitzele, Myra Becker, and
Marian Ginsburg Loeb.
Photos by Dennis Mariasis

T

Saul Mariasis, center, back row,
with his fellow recipients from
other Men’s Club chapters in the
Midwest Region of the Federation
of Jewish Men’s Clubs.
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My Tabernacle

by Rochelle Fosco

The following is the text of Rochelle “Baubi”
Fosco’s Bat Mitzvah speech. I had many
requests to publish this in HaKol. It shows a
side of Rochelle we rarely see. – Editor

D

uring the last calendar meeting at
CKI, a thought came across to me,
“How about I have my Bat Mitzvah?”
I wasn’t allowed to have one growing
up, so now that I was turning 63, maybe
it was time to do this. After all, I was
going into my 4th year of Hebrew
classes with Saul, so the natural
progression is a [Bat] Mitzvah. I said to
everyone at the table,“Anyone have
plans for February 28th?” I previously
looked up the date of my Jewish
birthday, you know, the day when I was
born. Well, it turned out to be the 2nd
of Adar, which was February 28, 2009.
No one was speaking, and I said,“think I
will do my Bat Mitzvah” (little laughs
here and there). Perry said,“Rochelle, if I
put it on the calendar you will have to
do it”. I answered,“If you don’t, then I
won’t.” Well, he did, and now here we
are. (Be careful what you wish for, and
check things out before you say yes to
anything. That was how I became
Sisterhood President!)
Now I was in for it. Time to get to work.
We looked up my parashah and
haftarah portions, and I was thinking,
“Boy, does that Big Guy upstairs have a
sense of humor. At least, I hope He
does!”

Bat Mitzvah is a huge step for me,
because I didn’t always see His sense of
humor. There were too many things
that He did that made me angry and
that kept me angry for a long time.
Our book Etz Chaim explains that the
haftarah and the parashah present the
sites of two major phases of Israelite
worship: God’s portable tent in the
desert and the stable shrine of the
mighty empire. Solomon is the heir to
Moses’ leadership, establishing a space
of holiness in the midst of the
community. The Torah reading contains
a divinely revealed blueprint of the
tabernacle, along with detailed
specifications for its construction.
In the haftarah, there is no divine
blueprint for the building of the temple.

Both the haftarah and parashah thus
evoke a concern for sacred space. In the
Torah, it is a portable tabernacle where
the Lord could dwell as He chose. In the
haftarah, it is a permanent house, the
Lord’s earthly dwelling.
I will explain how the tabernacle and
temple play an important role in my life.
It all started 56 years ago. I was 7 years
old, went to shul on a regular basis with
my dad. I would stand on the bench
next to him, he would put his left arm
around me (covered with his tallit) and
he would davan. He would sway left,
sway right, and I would sway with him.
We were one. We were together. I was
a happy little girl, praying on Saturday
mornings with my dad. Then one
Shabbas, the Rabbi told my father,“She
is too big to be with you during
services”, and I was not allowed to pray
and sway with my dad anymore. I had
to find my own tabernacle and temple
and pray alone.
I grew up, I had my traditions, I had my
faith, but I had many questions.
Something was always missing. I got
married and started a family. Things
were fine. Then one morning 40 years
ago, I found my baby daughter Michelle
Diane, Miriam Rifka, had passed away in
her sleep. My world crashed all around
me. What did I do, I wanted to know,
that He would do this to my little girl?
How horrible must I have been to
deserve this punishment? We had a
Jewish burial for this little child, and we
sat Shiva, but nothing could ever take
the pain away. It’s a part of me every
day. But I still had two young boys,
Darrell and Ira, to mother and look after,
so somehow I carried on. I’m not sure
how we get through each day, but we
do. One year later, I was blessed with
another son, Cory. I was given a new life
and a new beginning. But the pain was
still there. My tabernacle had fallen, and
my hurt and anger could not rebuild it.
But that tabernacle, in its damaged
form, is still there. It has not
disappeared. It’s still with me just as
much as the memory of my Miriam
Rifka is still with me. Through the years,
I have gone back and forth with
Judaism. Things happen, I question, and
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most of the time I do not get any
answers, but something keeps pulling
me back. I can never seem to totally
lose my way. I get close, but somehow I
come back.
Through the years following, my father
died at 63 years old, my niece died on
her 20th birthday, and my mother died
when I still needed a mom… and then
two years ago the father of my children
died, my best friend, and I am still so
very angry. I can still talk to God, but
the anger is still there. On the other
hand, I still talk. I don’t keep silent. I still
come back to my faith and my religion.
Where else can I bring all these
connections and these feelings if not
here, to the shul, and if not now, on my
Bat Mitzvah? I have no answers to
share with you, but I still have my
questions, and I won’t stop bringing
them to the shul, because these are my
people and this is my place.
I look around and see the beautiful
family Michael and I created. My 3 sons,
their wives, and most of all, my 7
grandchildren. They are my life; they are
what get me up each day. And I know
enough, whenever the shadows return,
to look at our family picture and say,
“What a lucky person I am.” God has
blessed me many times over. That still
doesn’t answer for the pain, but it’s
something I can hold onto while I keep
searching and questioning.
So while I am constantly rebuilding,
redefining myself, one thing is certain—
that little 7 year old girl has finally
found her tabernacle, her temple, and
can pray and still ask questions, and
she is ok. She is a survivor. She found
her faith.

Finally, one important thing I have
learned…
Today – I am a WOMAN, but most
importantly (with apologies to Sam
Levenson), TODAY I AM A FOUNTAIN
PEN!!!!

Shabbat Shalom.

Lucy in the I (DF) with M-16s??
Shalom!
I thought I'd drop an e-mail to let all of you know
that I'm having a fabulous time so far in Israel. I've
met amazing friends and had awesome experiences
already. The Jewish History course that I'm taking
here is spectacular. We learn both in the classroom
and at historical sites all around the country.
We recently returned from a 10-day trip to a few
different places. First, we climbed up Masada. The hike was definitely not easy, but, since
we started to climb at around 3:30am, we were at the top by sunrise. It was gorgeous!
From there, we stayed a couple nights at a nice hostel on the beach of the Dead Sea
where I floated in the salty water and put the mineral
mud all over my body. Then, we spent five long days
at an army base for a program called Gadna, which is
basically like an insight for Israeli teens about what
the army will be like. It was a very awesome and
unique experience. I wore the green IDF uniform, did
push-ups, army-crawled around the desert, and shot
eleven bullets from an M-16! We learned a lot about
how the army works, and it was very interesting but
also so intense. After that, we went to Eilat, which is
the most southern part of Israel. It was sunny and hot, and we snorkeled at the coral reefs
near the shore of the Red Sea and relaxed for a few days. It was a very exciting trip!
Now, I'm back at school at Kibbutz Tzuba, learning
Jewish History, Hebrew, and the normal general
studies classes. Everything’s going well. For Purim,
we went to a parade in Holon, near Tel Aviv. All of
my friends and I dressed up in costumes. I was
Simba, from the Lion King. It was a lot of fun.
I hope everything is well with all of you! I miss CKI
and USY, but I heard the Purim carnival was a lot of
fun. Keep in touch!

Lucy Marshall is enrolled for the spring semester of her sophomore
year at the Eisendrath International Exchange High School in
Israel. For over 40 years, the Reform Movement has been sponsoring
this four-month accredited high school nestled in the Judean
mountains. The students live together, learn together and grow
together as a community as they explore four thousand years of
Jewish memory, learn Hebrew, and come to know Israel as their
second home. In addition, they study the traditional core high school
classes and receive full credit at their home high schools. See the
website for more information at www.nftyeie.org/.

Shayna Takes the Plunge
ortunately, it happened to be 72 degrees that day
and sunny, but the water was FREEZING nonetheless.
That didn’t stop Shayna
Stein and her team, Epsilon
Sigma Alpha, and many
other brave souls from
taking the 2009 Polar
Plunge on March 7 to raise
money for Special
Olympics Illinois!

F
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Photo by Herb Gross

Love, Lucy

After a Bat Mitzvah, there is no limit
to how high Ellie Kohn can go!
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The Congregation expresses
condolences to the families of
…Joseph Fishman, father of Jack
(Rebecca) Fishman, grandfather of
Rebecca
…David Marine, husband of Elizabeth,
and longtime former member of CKI
May God comfort you and may their
memories be for a blessing.
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among the people of Israel.

CKI BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT, Perry Pitzele
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To contact a Committee Chairperson,
call CKI at 847-741-5656
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Sisterhood Torah Fund Dinner May 12 – “Can We Talk?”
Please RSVP by May 8, and also,
let me know what dairy dish you
would like to bring.

t has been a slow year for Torah
Fund, and I apologize for that.
Due to my chemo I was just not
in the loop since September, but
now it is time to buckle down
and try to reach our goal.

I

I will open my home to all of our
Sisterhood women on Tuesday,
May 12. We can share, question,
and debate any topics that have
been aggravating you lately! Put
on your thinking caps and come
up with a topic that you need to
discuss. As Joan Rivers says: “Can
we talk?” Of course, we will
discuss Torah Fund, too.

50+ GROUP

If you would like to contribute to
Torah Fund and will not be able
to join us that night, please mail
your donation to me, C. Stanczak,
1184 Independence Dr., Bartlett,
Illinois 60103
Let us have a great turn out for
Torah Fund!!

Caricature by Dale Gladstone, N.Y., NY
www.aboutfacesentertainers.com

Sincerely,
Cheryl Stanczak
CKI Torah Fund Chair

Out with the matzoh,
In with the Chametz!!

Sunday, April 19 at 5:00 p.m.

Yeast Feast: Designer Pizza
at the home of Perry and Wanda Pitzele
2274 Wildwood Lane, Hanover Park
Pizza ingredients will be provided.
Appetizers, Salads and Desserts are pot luck.
Contact Wanda with your dish to pass, at
630-289-3349 or wandanp@sbcglobal.net
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Yahrtzeiten
We recall with loving memory those whose yahrtzeiten are commemorated
during the coming weeks, and those whose names are read in the
Synagogue at Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services
during the month of April. It is appropriate for members of their
families to be present when these names are read.
Mar 28 Apr 1

Ellen Raphaelson

Apr 4 Apr 7

Anna Rubnitz*

Apr 18 Apr 19 Ed Narofsky*

Mar 28 Apr 1

Aaron Kadetsky*

Apr 4 Apr 8

Bernard LeVine*

Apr 18 Apr 20 Ruth Mintzer

Mar 28 Apr 1

Simon Ableman*

Apr 4 Apr 8

Karen Schwerdlin

Apr 18 Apr 21 Herold Rifken*

Mar 28 Apr 1

Esther Narofsky*

Apr 4 Apr 9

Emil Simon

Apr 18 Apr 21 Milton Ginsberg*

Mar 28 Apr 2

Marion Stegitz

Apr 4 Apr 9

Dr. Howard Ravenscraft

Apr 18 Apr 22 Louis J. Schwartz*

Mar 28 Apr 3

Harry Raffelson*

Apr 4 Apr 9

Irving Schwartz

Apr 18 Apr 23 Bessie Silvian*

Apr 4 Apr 4

Rose Smolensky*

Apr 4 Apr 10 Sidney Jay Blumberg

Apr 4 Apr 5

Sandra Berman Bernstein* Apr 4 Apr 10 Jacob Rifken*

Apr 4 Apr 5

Gerald Arkin*

Apr 11 Apr 11 Edward S. Fox*

Apr 25 Apr 25 Pnina Mariasis

Apr 4 Apr 5

Alberta Vaughan

Apr 11 Apr 11 Moses Schlossberg*

Apr 25 Apr 25 Nahum Mariasis

Apr 4 Apr 6

Cynthia Weisz*

Apr 11 Apr 12 Joseph Sklute*

Apr 25 Apr 25 Mr. Copol Leavitt

Apr 4 Apr 6

Ida Louise Cohen*

Apr 11 Apr 13 Anna Schack*

Apr 25 Apr 25 Carl Cohen

Apr 4 Apr 7

Lena Simon

Apr 11 Apr 14 Pearl Rosenberg

Apr 25 Apr 26 Marc Garson

Apr 11 Apr 14 D. Louis Steinberg*

Apr 25 Apr 27 Belle Stern Freund

Apr 11 Apr 14 Leo Karnal

Apr 25 Apr 27 Abe Strickman*

Apr 11 Apr 14 Dorothy Raffelson*

Apr 25 Apr 27 Louis Vopner*

Apr 11 Apr 17 Bella Durchslag

Apr 25 Apr 27 Milton Nitzberg

Apr 11 Apr 17 Melvin Pitzele

Apr 25 Apr 28 David Brazner*

Apr 11 Apr 17 Marion Braun*

Apr 25 Apr 30 Herman Fischer*

Apr 18 Apr 24 Stella Bell
Apr 25 Apr 25 Leah Kucuy

Apr 18 Apr 19 Bayle Boskind
Apr 18 Apr 19 David Rosenberg*
Apr 18 Apr 19 Lena Bochner*

There are two dates listed above on our yahrtzeit list.
The first is the day of the service at which the name are read.
The second is the actual date of the yahrtzeit, and memorial
candles should be lit on the preceding evening. An asterisk after
a name indicates that a plaque is affixed to the Memorial Tablet.
KINDLE THE SHABBAT CANDLES
Apr. 3 .................7:00 pm
Apr. 10...............7:08 pm
Apr. 17...............7:15 pm
Apr. 24...............7:23 pm

NOTE: Shabbat ends one (1) hour after
candlelighting time on Saturday night.
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Holocaust Program
Set for April 2 at Gail
Borden Library
The Gail Borden Public Library on Grove
Avenue, in Elgin, is preparing their
annual Holocaust observance. It will be
held Thursday evening, April 2, 2009
from 7:00-8:00 pm in Community
Rooms A,B, & C. The speaker is Michael
Caltabellota, an adjunct history
professor at Harper Community College.
Mr. Caltabellota studied the Holocaust
while in school, and has been trained to
teach the subject at the Illinois
Holocaust Museum and Training Center.
The program is free and is open to all,
high school age or older.

Honorable
Menschen...
Thank you to
…All the wonderful volunteers and
revelers who helped make the Purim
carnival and talent show a success.
…The Confirmation Thespians: Jessica
Shankman, C’Lee Miller, Riva Kohn,
Ellie Kohn, Lisa Gerlach, Jenna
Mussar, Brandon Abrams, Isaac
Marshall, Lianna Ginder, and sound
man Jacob McFarlane, for a fabulous
performance of the “Shushan Wars”
Purim Shpiel. “The Force” was definitely
with them!

Karen Radest, Marsha Friedman, and Mindy Bear
(above), and Marina Fink (below) prepare dozens
and dozens of delicious hamantashen.

CKI Marketplace
Lawrence F. Berg, M.D., S.C.
2350 Royal Blvd. Suite 500 Elgin, Illinois 60123

(847) 697-3800
Diplomate American Board of Otolaryngology
Head and Neck Surgery
Ear, Nose & Throat
Hearing Evaluation & Advanced Hearing Aids
Dizziness Evaluation & Treatment
Facial Plastic Surgery
ENT Allergy

Charles M.
Zimmerman
Attorney
At Law

162 E. Chicago Street
P.O. Box 5866
Elgin, Illinois 60121
Phone (847) 931-5063
Fax (847) 931-5074
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CKI Marketplace
Scott H. Budd
Financial Advisor
1140-A N. McLean Blvd
Elgin, IL 60123-1782
Bus: 847-741-4447
Fax: 888-806-4706
800-440-7242
scott.budd@edwardjones.com
www. edwardjones.com

FLP Tax and Planning Service
(847) 608-0547 Fax: (847) 289-9808
Toll Free: (877) 829-7357

GIMME All Your Money!
Say NO to the IRS Tax Man
Seek professional tax advice
Rich Kruth

38W780 Hogan Hill
Elgin, IL 60124
richkruth@richkruth.com

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Electrolysis: a safe and permanent
method of hair removal

Bartlett
Electrolysis, Inc.

E O M S

Elgin Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Cheryl Stanczak,
C.S.T., L.E.

Drs. Finger & Bennett, Ltd.
www. Elginoms.com
Michael B. Finger D.D.S.
Anthony J. Bennett D.D.S.
Diplomates, American Board of
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
1425 N. McLean Blvd. #200
Elgin, IL 60123

Certified Surgical Technologist
Licensed Electrologist

630 776-3272

Phone: (847) 697-6868
Fax: (847) 697-8355

Dr. Joseph Rosenfeld
Psy.D., C.R.A.D.C.
Clinical Psychologist

1595 Weld Road
Suite 5
Elgin, IL 60123

847-429-1875
Fax: 847-429-1876
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Please...support our advertisers!

⌿

• Individual
• Couples
• Families

CKI Marketplace
Proudly Serving the Fox Valley Since 1940
The Heart of the Historic District of Elgin

O’Connor – Leetz
FUNERAL HOME P.C.
364 Division Street
Elgin, Illinois 60120
www.oconnor-leetz.com

Support CKI... advertise in HaKol!!

Leetz Legal Service P.C.
847 717 0558
Tom & Donna Leetz
Elgin Family Owned and Operated

Larry’s Home
Maintenance
847.338.1644
Drywall

Painting

Electrical

Plumbing

We are
proud to serve

Congregation Kneseth Israel.
C H I C A G O
J

Wall & Floor Tile

(847) 741-1400 Bus.
(847) 741-1473 Fax
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F U N E R A L S
L T D

Interior or exterior doors • Install a garage door opener
Hanging curtains
From an entire room remodel or just to change a faucet,
no job too small, give Larry a call at 847.338.1644

The way it should be.

888.509.5011

www.chicagojewishfunerals.com
A R R A N G E M E N T S I N O U R C H A P E L O R I N YO U R H O M E
SERVING CHICAGO AND THE SUBURBS

INDEPENDENT. JEWISH OWNED. SINCE 1997.

www.LarrysHomeMaintenance.com
“No job too small”

195 NORTH BUFFALO GROVE RD. • BUFFALO GROVE , ILLINOIS 60089-1703

CKI Marketplace

Roofing • Gutters & Gravel Stops • Window & Glass Block Repair
Soffits & Fascia • Siding • Tuckpointing • Built-up Roof • Single Ply • Shingle
Wood Shake • Slate • Architectural Sheet Metal

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-888-SAD-LEAK

We are honored to be
able to roof one of the
finest buildings in the
world: U.S. Capitol,
Washington, DC.

$200 OFF
Singles Roofing responds
to the needs of
hurricane Ike in Texas.
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Highland School
Elgin, IL

Ask about our Senior Citizen and Military discounts

Robert A. Durchslag
President
bob@singlesroofinginc.com
936 E. Chicago Street
Elgin, Illinois 60121
Phone: 847-695-0250
Cell: 312-388-5056
Fax: 847-695-2202

National Roofing Contractors
Association Member

Chicago Roofing Contractor
Association

24 Hour Emergency Service:
Dial 847-695-0250 and Press 2

on any NEW ROOF

Call 847-695-0250 for details

CONGREGATION
KNESETH ISRAEL
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Shabbat Services:

April 2009
1
3

Hebrew class
(Mock Seder with 4th & 7th grades)
Shabbat Family Service
(Kindergarten Consecration)
Confirmation Class participation

4

Men’s Club Shabbat
followed by kiddush luncheon

5

Torah School (Passover with grades K-2)
Kitchen turnover for Passover
USY/Kadima: Swimming & rock climbing at
The Centre of Elgin

6

USY Board meeting
CKI Board meeting

8

No School (First Seder)

9

Office Closed
CKI Community Passover Seder

10

ORDER FUNDABILITY CERTIFICATES
Office closed

11

Junior Congregation

12

Torah School

Friday evenings
Saturday mornings

7:30 pm
9:30 am

13

Women’s Seder

6:30 pm

15

No School – Office closed

16

Passover – Yizkor Service
Office closed

17

PICK UP FUNDABILITY CERTIFICATES

18

Bar Mitzvah: David Stone
Kiddush: Marc & Deborah Stone

19

Torah School – Matzoh Bakery during school
Social Action: Earth Day
50+ Club Yeast Feast at the Pitzele’s

5:00 pm

20

Confirmation class
Yom Hashoah Service

6:30 pm
7:30 pm

21

Yom Hashoah
Men’s Club meeting
OnQClub/Hennessey’s, Elgin

6:30 pm

22

Hebrew class

5:00 pm

24-26

Kinnus (USY)

29

Hebrew class

5:00 pm

7:30 pm
9:30 am

12:15 pm
7:30 pm

6:00 pm

8:00 am

9:30 am

10:00 am
5:00 pm

