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CKI Youth Chairs Retire
fter 3 years of selfless leadership to the
youth of Congregation Kneseth Israel,
Maureen and Joe Rosenfeld are resigning
their USY and Kadima roles at the end of the
school year.
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whom has made our young people better. The
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students that comprise USY and Kadima are
encouraged to participate fully in our CKI family,
the larger Jewish community and the community at large.
We are all better for their efforts.
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The USY Shabbat service scheduled for Friday, May 9
will be the congregation’s opportunity to fully honor
Maureen and Joe through
the words, memories and
stories shared by the
students they have
touched. Everyone is
invited to attend and
honor a special couple in a
family of special couples.

From the Rabbi’s Study...
Of Rights and Rivalry
Lately, I’ve had the
wonderful good fortune of working
with couples preparing for weddings.
At every first meeting with a bride and
groom, I explain about something
called the Lieberman Clause.
The Lieberman Clause is named after
Rabbi Saul Lieberman, of blessed
memory, who was by nearly all accounts
the greatest Talmudic scholar of the
twentieth century. (And no, kids, the
Clause doesn’t involve putting on a
conservative dark suit and turning into
Rabbi Lieberman. That’s a different
movie. Although it wouldn’t be a bad
thing.)
The Lieberman Clause is a paragraph
that Rabbi Lieberman added to the
traditional Ketuba, or wedding contract.
I use the Lieberman Clause in almost

every wedding, and it sometimes puts
me into conflict with my Orthodox
colleagues, who reject the Clause
absolutely.

“

The answers seem
to be about women’s
rights. In fact,
they’re about
political rivalry

”

Why do I insist on the Lieberman
Clause? Why do they reject it? The
answers seem to be about women’s
rights. In fact, they’re about political
rivalry.

help Jewish ex-wives. According to
Jewish law, a man is permitted to
divorce his wife, but in most instances a
woman is not permitted to divorce her
husband. The couple might secure a
divorce in civil court, but if the wife
can’t obtain a Get, or Jewish divorce,
and she wants to remarry, then she is
stuck, for without that divorce she is
neither married nor free.
The plight of the Jewish ex-wife was, of
course, intolerable. But it was only a
problem in the modern world. In the
Middle Ages it was no problem,
because back then women had a
powerful champion in the rabbinical
courts. Medieval kings were glad to
give over to our rabbis the
responsibility of keeping order within
the Jewish community. So back then,
rabbinical courts had power from the

The Lieberman Clause was written to

(continued on p. 15)

A Message from Our President
Last month, I spoke of the
change in the seasons,
particularly the anticipation
of Spring, warmer weather and the end
of snow. In some ways, our shul can be
seen as going through its own seasonal
changes. By that I don’t mean changes
associated with holidays or life-cycle
events, but rather those resulting from
milestone events in our synagogue life.
Specifically, there are two milestones I
have in mind concerning three
individuals who have definitely
impacted our lives here at CKI.
The first is the announcement by our
Education Director, Ron Raben, of his
intention to retire at the end of June.
When I read Ron’s letter of resignation,
my first instinct was to attempt to talk
him out of it. But after some thought I
realized that, while that might have
been good for CKI, it wasn’t what was
right for Ron.
Ron assumed his current role at a very
difficult time when we were without
both our religious leader and Education
Director. His enthusiasm and drive
helped revitalize our Torah School and

reestablished confidence in our
program. He has always recognized the
importance of instilling in all of us, as
well as the children, a sense of
community, of belonging. This was
expressed by simple, inspired acts such
as putting out bagels and coffee on
Sunday morning to encourage parents
bringing their kids to Torah School to
stay around. On any given Sunday you
will see people in our social hall
shmoozing , taking part in the Adult
Education Program or perhaps
attending a talk and demonstration by
a visiting sofer. His school-wide
programs, including the recent one
celebrating Israel’s 60th Birthday, have
been enjoyed not only by the children
of our shul, but by adults as well. Ron
has, in short, contributed greatly to the
hamish feeling and warmth that has
characterized our Jewish community.
But, I believe his most striking
characteristic is his total commitment to
Jewish education and genuine affection
for the children of our synagogue. If
you have any doubts about that last
point then you’ve never heard him
speak to our B’nei Mitzvah kids on the
2

bimah. I might point out that affection
is returned in-kind by both parents and
students.
From a personal perspective, he has
been supportive of me during my time
as president and I can say very honestly,
been a very good friend. Now, let me
put your mind at rest on one point:
although after June he will no longer be
serving as Education Director, neither
he nor Fern will be leaving the
(continued on p. 8)
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Torah School News
I open the newspaper one
day in March and see him
staring at me with that slight smile that
I remember so well. His wife, Catherine,
sits by his side. She holds an infant. He
holds a baby. Sitting around them are
more children. The caption reads,
“Catherine and Leo Provost with one of
their family photos – this one taken
when they had 11 children.”
So how many children did they have?
The headline tells you: “Mother raised
13 kids in suburbs.”
What a great picture of an extraordinary
family. How do I know that? Mr. Provost
was my high school band teacher and
director. Now he’s in his 90s, and he and
Mrs. Provost really did raise 13 children!
I remember his yearly announcements
in band rehearsal and our collection to
buy him a U.S. Savings Bond for the new
baby. A rather awesome feat, raising 13
children. But they did it with such great
strength, sacrifice, selflessness and love.
I remember their first home on Lincoln
Avenue in Skokie – small, cramped,
lively. A large chalkboard hung in the
kitchen. Mom and Dad listed all the
names along with specific chores for
that week for each who was old enough
to pitch in and a place for each one to
sign in when he/she came home. Mom
and Dad assigned chores according to
age: cooking, cleaning, making beds,
taking out garbage, clearing the table,
doing laundry. The older ones even
made Mom and Dad sit down so they
could give them dinner and some quiet
time. The home ran like a fine machine
and all were respectful, helpful, cheerful,
and loving. They all had a strong sense
of family and what it means to help one
another. That was a given in the Provost
home. They were far from spoiled, they
were content with what they had, and
Mom and Dad were the bosses.
One of their daughters, Catherine
Liggett, says about her mother,“She was
very strict and kept everyone in line…

But she taught us that family and faith
was everything.” (There’s a message for
all of us in that.)
Mrs. Provost died. Mr. Provost lost his
soulmate of 62 years. I haven’t seen or
spoken to him in so many years, but I
needed to let him know that I read the
story and the obituary and that I feel so
very sad for him and his magnificent
family.
So I sat down, took a blank sheet of
paper, and began to write. I told him
that he probably doesn’t remember me,
but that was okay. I reminded him that I
was a band member in the 1950s who
was definitely not a standout. In fact, I
told him that I probably did stand out
because I was so bad. I told him that I
reluctantly admitted that playing music
was not one of my gifts. And I told him
that he was the one who instilled in me
a life-long love of music. He ignited in
me the passion for classical music with
pieces like Overture 1812 and
Scheherazade, and how my life is filled
with all kinds of music. I told him what I
have accomplished in my life and how,
ironically, I directed not only high
school theater with comedies and
dramas but also – yes – with help from
amazing vocal and instrumental
directors and choreographers –
musicals!
Most importantly, I told him thank you –
for inspiring me, bringing music into my
life, and being tolerant of me.
And then I wrote to him about the
memories I had of his family and his
wife. I wrote how their family was a
model for mine as I tried to teach my
children the values of working together,
being content with what you have, and
taking care of each other.
Thinking of all the letters I have
received from students and how I
treasure the words, made me realize
that the greatest gift you can give a
teacher is a letter or a note letting them
know that they did make a difference in
your life and you do remember them.
We have all heard the inspirational
purple-passage quotations: “To teach is
to touch a life forever.” “A good teacher
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is one who helps you become who you
feel yourself to be.” “Teachers’ efforts
affect the fate of the earth.” “The dream
begins, most of the time, with a teacher
who believes in you…,” etc.
They’re sappy, but they’re true. And
now that we’re approaching the end of
the school year, if your students are
looking for a way to recognize and
thank a teacher, how about something
as simple as a letter? It always works.
And if they want to quote something
like a statement from above, that’s fine.
I think I can speak for most of the
teachers I know who find inner
meaning in quotes like these. And a
teacher is never too old to receive a
letter like that.
I still have many of my letters and notes
stashed away in folders and files. I call
them my “Bright-Side-Of-Life” letters.
When I need a lift, a shot, an attitude
adjustment, I pull some of them out and
read them. I always feel so much better.
What a high!
Mr. Provost made a difference in my life.
I know our teachers at Torah School
make a difference in the lives of our
students. I know your children have
teachers at school who have made and
are making a difference in their lives.
Sit your students down, put a piece of
paper or notecard in front of them, and
tell them to say thank you to that special
teacher. You can’t give a finer gift!
L’chaim,

Sisterhood News
ometimes in life we get second
chances. The chances may range
from reconnecting with old friends
we’ve lost touch with, finishing or fixing
projects that were set aside not quite
finished (I remember Erma Bombeck’s
story of the mending basket), correcting
misunderstandings, or finally tackling
that New Year’s resolution that we make
year after year only to ignore.

S

I had a second chance to be Sisterhood
President this year. I had the
opportunity to foster leadership growth
in women new to the Sisterhood Board,
including my Co-President, Rochelle
Fosco. I have truly enjoyed getting to
know her and the other board members
better. Next year, I will continue to
mentor her and will be available to help
in any capacity needed. I will also have
another chance to work on a pet
project that we have struggled with off
and on over the years – oneg and
kiddush sponsors.
For next year, I volunteered to
concentrate on developing a system to
facilitate our members sponsoring
onegs and kiddushes following services.
We know that with more working
families, it is not always easy to come in
and prepare food for these in the
kitchen. Sometimes it is difficult just
dropping food off during the week. I
am hoping to have in place by the fall a
list of foods, over and above what
Sisterhood normally provides for
Shabbat. A donation from the sponsor
and a short conversation with the Oneg
Chair should take care of things. Of
course, sponsors are always welcome to
do the preparation themselves at no
charge. If anyone needs help in
navigating our kosher kitchen, that help
is always available upon request.
Any number of reasons are great
reasons to sponsor an oneg or kiddush
– birthdays, anniversaries, yarzheits,
b’nai mitzvah, and any other simcha
you can think of! Call me to sponsor
yours for next year now! I have lots of
dates available.

As I may have written a number of years
ago upon leaving the presidency, “even
though we tend to roll our eyes at the
work involved in being a volunteer, the
payoff is so much greater than the
effort.” Our Sisterhood runs on woman
power, and we have some amazing
women. We want you, and we need
you. You will not regret becoming
involved. I am happy that I took the
second chance to serve Sisterhood
and CKI!

Tuesday, May 20
Torah Fund
Annual
Pot Luck Dinner
6:00 pm at the home of
Cheryl Stanczak
Dairy pot luck – RSVP to
Cheryl at 630-830-5359

Thank you.

by May 18
Speaker: Michal Raucher, MA; graduate
of JTS and Columbia University.
This promises to be a fantastic program
as she speaks on bioethics.

A wonderful time was had by all
at the April 6 “Celebrate Central”
and Valued Volunteer luncheon at
the Doubletree Hotel in Skokie.
Seated, left to right: Rabbi Kohn,
CKI’s Valued Volunteer Sherry
Wiesman, Jana McFarlane,
Rochelle Fosco and Cheryl
Stanczak. Standing (L-R):
Wanda Pitzele and Nina Finn.
Photo by Carol Gopman

Kitchen Wish List
ove to eat? We all do. Every time
we serve any food item at CKI,
whether it be for a Latke Lunch, Hut
Dogs, the Passover Seder or at an Oneg
or Kiddish, it is because the Sisterhood
works hard year long to maintain the
STRICTLY KOSHER CKI kitchen.

L

Everybody benefits.
But just like your personal kitchen,
utensils break, new items are needed,
broken dishes need to be replaced.
The Sisterhood is having a fundraiser to
fulfill the KITCHEN WISH LIST.
Please participate. Look at the “Seder
plate” on the wall of the Social Hall. We
have need for items at a large range of
4

prices. You can purchase an entire set
of items or just one part of a set. We
appreciate all contributions!
All of us can help ensure that the
Sisterhood is able to continue to
operate a modern kosher kitchen at CKI.

Torah Fund
JEWELRY FOR A CAUSE:
TORAH FUND
While it may not be politically correct to
say that diamonds are a girl’s best
friend, the Women’s League Torah Fund
Campaign has proven that a little bling,
tasteful and worn for a good
cause, does fill the coffers as
it provides the women of
the Conservative
movement with a unique
way to help preserve,
promote, and perpetuate
Jewish tradition.
Lest we stand accused of
undervaluing monetary
donations to ensure institutional
longevity, we can look to historical
precedent. At the beginning of
parashat Terumah, Moses instructs the
people to “bring gifts... from every
person whose heart moves him” that
they may build God a sanctuary. It was

the collective responsibility of every
member of the people Israel to provide
for Jewish continuity through the
performance of mitzvot, the act of
giving. Women, as well as men,
participated through their gifts of gold
and silver, precious stones and fabrics,
skins and wood to the building of
the Tabernacle.

Beginning in 1957, as both a thank you
and an incentive, contributors to a
special Torah Fund category were
presented with elegant customdesigned pins. That first pin depicted
the Seminary’s logo of the Burning
Bush. This year, our women are proudly
wearing the 2008 pin illustrating
Kol-Ishah – A Woman’s Voice.

The Women’s League Torah
Fund is in no small way a
continuation of this mandate,
which goes back to the
founding days of our people.
When it was first launched, Torah
Fund offered scholarships to Jewish
Theological Seminary students. Today,
having raised $78,453,800 over its 65
year history, Torah Fund also supports
the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies
in Los Angeles, the Schechter Institute
of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem, and
Seminario Rabiico Latinoamericano in
Buenos Aires.

In 1957, the campaign raised $285,176;
in 2007, 10,000 women were presented
wih pins in a campaign that raised over
two and a half million dollars. Whether
worn on the lapels of their jackets or
displayed in their homes, Torah Fund
pins have been a cherished tradition for
51 years, acknowledging the financial
contributions of the women of the
Conservative movement to its most
important educational institutions.
(continued on p. 6)

The Pleasure of Reading
his month, Jews worldwide
celebrate six decades of the modern
State of Israel. This is also the time of
year when many of our children “take
their Birthright Israel trip”. Perhaps you
too are planning to walk in the steps of
our patriarchs and matriarchs.

T

Before you climb Masada, sightsee
through the shelves of the CKI Library.
This is a sampling of some of the many
books of our collection:
• The Picture-Book History, Geography
and Travel of the Jews
• The Pictorial History, Geography and
Travel of the Jewish People
• The Jewish People: A Pictorial History,
Geography and Travel
• Masada: Herod's Fortress and the
Zealots’ Last Stand
• A History, Geography and Travel of the
Contemporary Jews from 1900 to the
Present
• Off the Beaten Track in Israel: A Guide
to Beautiful Places
• Exodus Revisited
• Jerusalem: Sacred City of Mankind

• Jerusalem: City of Mankind
• Longest War: Israel in Lebanon
Look at the country through the Israeli
perspective. Read: With Friends Like
You: What Israelis Really Think About
American Jews; I Live in Israel, My
Country: The Story of Modern Israel by
Abba Eban; Arab and Jew: Wounded
Spirits in a Promised Land; From Time
Immemorial: The Origins of the ArabJewish Conflict Over Palestine; Israelis
and Jews: The Continuity of an Identity;
or Israeli Women Speak Out.
Maybe your travels will take you
beyond the physical borders of Israel.
Prepare for your journey by reading:
Jews of Egypt: A Mediterranean Society
in Modern Times, or Jewish Heritage
Travel: A Guide to East-Central Europe.
Is your memory of the history of the
Jewish State weak? Perhaps you are too
young to remember as historic events
unfolded. Get a better comprehension
of modern Jewish history by reading:
• They Came from Everywhere: Twelve
Who Helped Mold Modern Israel
5

• The Secret Struggle for the Holy Land
1799-1917
• The Untold History of Israel
• Diary of the Sinai Campaign
• Six-Day Warriors
• Shield of David: The Story of Israel's
Armed Forces
• Hundred Hours to Suez: An Account of
Israel's Campaign in the Sinai
Peninsula
• One Jerusalem: 1967-1977
• The Israelis: Founders and Sons
• The Seventh Day: Soldiers’ Talk about
the Six-Day War
Does Archeology interest you? Are you
planning to join a dig during your stay
in Israel? Check out the Israel Pocket
Library: Archaelogy.
In addition, our library contains many
volumes retelling our Biblical and
ancient history. Read, and enjoy the
travels of your mind!

– Sherry Wiesman

USY and Kadima News
his will be my last column as Youth
Chair. As I write this, Joe and I have
just returned from Kinnus, the final
Regional event of the year. It was very
moving watching almost 200 USYers
lead the Shacharit service (complete
with a band and video clips)! Everyone
was filled with ruach, and the eight CKI
members in attendance all reported
that they had had a wonderful time.
Over the course of the weekend, our
chapter received five Regional
Recognition Awards: one for SATO
Programming (our Pancake Breakfast);
one for a 31% membership increase;
one for achieving a 2% increase in
Tikkun Olam funds raised this year; and
two for social programming
(Gameworks & Laser Quest).

registration materials for Camp Kadima
and Camp CHUSY, which will be held at
Camp Ramah in Wisconsin on August
12-18. (Remember: you must be a paid
member of our chapter in order to
attend camp.)

over the years. Finally, thanks to all of
the parents who entrusted their
children into our care. It has been an
honor to work with our youth – they are
the future of Judaism. We’re convinced
that the future is in good hands.

In closing, it has been our pleasure to
work with the Youth Groups at CKI. Joe
and I are both grateful to Dr. Ken and
Gale Jacoby for being our mentors.
And thanks to Et Schillmoeller and
Liza Bachrach for all of your assistance

May we all go from strength to
strength,

Also, in April, USY enjoyed their second
annual Yeast Feast, and Kadima had fun
swimming and rock climbing at the
Centre of Elgin.

The theme of this 2007-08 campaign
has been the 20th anniversiary of the
investiture of the first female graduate
from the H.L. Miller Cantorial School at
JTS. Please join our Sisterhood women
as we gather on May 20 to acknowledge
this celebration, Kol-Ishah, A Woman’s
Voice, at our Annual Torah Fund Pot
Luck Dinner We will enjoy delicious
food, friendship, Torah Fund news, and a

T

This month, elections for next year’s
USY officers will take place at the USY
Board meeting on Monday, May 5 at
8pm at CKI. All 8th through 12th grade
members are encouraged to attend and
VOTE! The current board members will
then be discharged from office.
On Friday, May 9 at 7:30pm, the entire
congregation is invited to USY
Shabbat, co-hosted this year by
Hadassah in celebration of Israel’s 60th
birthday. Todah Rabbah to Hadassah
for hosting that evening’s oneg.
Looking ahead to next month,
membership applications for 2008-2009
will arrive in the mail. Also watch for

CKI BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT, Perry Pitzele
EXECUTIVE VP, Jack Fishman
Co-VPs/Sisterhood,
Rochelle Fosco & Wanda Pitzele
VP/Education, Anita Hornung
RECORDING SECRETARY,
Carole Burstein
TREASURER, Marc Zemel
FINANCIAL SECRETARY,
Chuck Zimmerman
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT,
Paul Glaser

– Maureen Rosenfeld, Youth Chair
847-888-1950 or
JustSayMo18@cs.com

Torah Fund (cont’d from p. 5)
guest speaker. Watch your mail for your
personnal invitation and further
information.
– Sincerely yours,
Cheryl Stanczak
CKI Sisterhood Torah Fund Chair
Central Region Torah Fund Vice
President

Parashat HaShavu’a – Weekly Torah Portions
May 3
28 Nisan

Birkat Hachodesh
Kedoshim – Leviticus 19:1-19:37
Haftarah: Amos 9:7-15

May 10
7 Nisan

Emor – Leviticus 21:1-22:16
Haftarah: Ezekiel 44:15-31

May 17
12 Iyar

B’Har – Leviticus 25:1-25:38
Haftarah: Jeremiah 32:6-27

May 24
19 Iyar

B’Hukkotai – Leviticus 26:3-27:15
Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19-17:14

May 31
26 Iyar

Birkat Hachodesh
B’Midbar – Numbers 1:1-1:54
Haftarah: Hosea 2:1-22
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findyourself
inShul!
ShulisGood!

Social Action
Crisis Center Food Pantry
Thank you to all who contributed mac
and cheese greggors at Purim. Thanks
to you, we were able to take a large case
of macaroni to the Food Pantry. It is,
unfortunately, much needed.
Supplies at the Community Crisis Center
are terribly depleted. There is an
emergency need to replenish their
pantries. They are severely under
stocked. Do you still have unopened
food items remaining from Passover?
They also need baby formula and
diapers. At this time of year, so many
more of us travel on vacation.
Contribute those small individual soaps
and hygiene items provided by hotels.
Non-perishable food, baby diapers and
formula as well as hygiene products are
always needed. Bring something to the
CKI Food cupboard each time you come
to the Synagogue*. The CKI Food
cupboard is located to your immediate
right as you enter the synagogue
through the parking lot entrance.
In Our Community
Holocaust Remembrance Day is being
commemorated at the GBPL (Gail
Borden Public Library), Thursday, May 1.

Plan to attend at 7 pm when
Marguerite Mishkin will share her
inspirational story of survival. She was
born to Jewish parents in Belgium
during WWII. Her parents perished at
Auschwitz. She and her sister survived
due to the efforts of the Resistance
Movement. The GBPL is educating the
greater Fox Valley community of the
plight of the Jews mid-20th Century.
We, as a united Jewish community,
should plan to attend. No registration is
required for this free program; however,
due to subject content, it is not
appropriate for children younger than
grade 4.
Earth Day
Thank you to those who joined us at CKI
on Sunday, April 13 for the educational
program on composting and reducing
our CO2 footprint. A special thank you
to Dr. Joe Rosenfeld for creating and
sharing the program with us. We are all
re-energized to start our garden season
while doing a little more to repair the
earth.
* Items are not accepted on Jewish holidays, including
Shabbat.

--Fern Raben, Tina Wolf
and Sherry Wiesman

Ritually Speaking
he Ritual Committee aims to insure
that services are meaningful to all
who attend. While not a “performance”
per se, a smoothly-presented religious
service allows those attending to focus
on meaning rather than external
distractions.

T

With that in mind, please accept the
following random reminders from the
Ritual Committee regarding some of
our customs here at CKI:
1. If you plan to honor family and
friends on the bimah at your simcha,
please contact the Rabbi to ascertain
that the proposed people are eligible.
2. Opening and closing of the Ark: To
open, slide the wooden doors left and
right, then pull the curtain cord

located inside and to the left. To
close, reverse the procedure. First
pull the curtain cord, then slide the
doors shut.
3. The Torah is carried on one’s right
shoulder. When the Ark is open, one
should face the Ark.
4. Guests honored with an aliyah, or
lifting or dressing the Torah, should
know their Hebrew names, including
the Hebrew name of their father.
5. All honorees ascending the bimah
–man or woman- must have a head
covering. Men accepting an aliyah or
carrying, lifting, or dressing the Torah
must wear a tallit.
Thank you.

Honorable
Menschen...
…to this year’s Confirmation Class who
recorded a CD of Shabbat prayers for
teachers and students to use. Thank
you to:
LAURA COX, RACHEL GAUTHIER,
SARA GERLACH, LISA GERLACH, ALEX
GURALNICK, RIVA KOHN, LUCY
MARSHALL, JACOB McFARLANE,
JENNA MUSSAR, JESSICA
SHANKMAN, LEAH SCHILLMOELLER,
and BILL WOLF
for this very wonderful mitzvah project
for Torah School.
…to LIZA BACHRACH for burning all
the CDs and creating the cover and
track listings.
…to the ADULT HEBREW CLASS for
their great generosity. Their financial
support helped to make this year’s
Purim Carnival an amazing success!
…to NINA FINN who designed and
made our cake* for Torah School’s
celebration of Israel’s 60th.
…to JOEL SEIGLE who has been
named a Juror Choice Award winner for
his three-dimensional creation in the
Fox Valley Conference Student Art
Exhibit and Competition at McHenry
Community College. The show
represented work of 250 students from
11 high schools.
* The cake was about 4 feet long and shaped like
Eretz Yisrael. Nina frosted the cake in blue and
white and labeled major cities and places in
Israel. The cake looked beautiful and tasted
delicious. After the Israel program presented by
David Barany from Marshall Jewish Learning
Center, Tova led us in singing “Yom Huledet
Sameach,” the students waved their flags, we
made a wish for Israel, blew out the candles, and
absorbed the land by eating the cake.

CKI COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
ADULT EDUCATION - Barbara Sharf
BY-LAWS - Malcolm Morris
CEMETERY - Ben Rifken
ENDOWMENT - Charles Zimmerman
FUND RAISING - Anita Hornung
HA KOL EDITOR - Ron Razowsky
HOUSE - Dan Marshall
MEMBERSHIP - Dr. Joe Rosenfeld
PUBLICITY - Melinda Abrams, Marcie Monteith
RITUAL - Paul Glaser
SOCIAL ACTION - Sherry Wiesman, Fern Raben, Tina Wolf
YOUTH ACTIVITIES - Joe & Maureen Rosenfeld
To contact a Committee Chairperson,
call CKI at 847-741-5656
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President’s Message
(cont’d from p. 2)
synagogue; they will continue as our
fellow congregants.
Also, you can be certain that our Torah
School will continue, and our Education
Committee is working very hard on a
search for a new director. Ron has given
his personal commitment to help out
with the transition for whomever is
selected as the new director. Needless
to say he will be a hard act to follow.
Speaking of transition, the other change
which I alluded to earlier concerns our
Youth Program Co-Directors, Joe and
Maureen Rosenfeld. They will be
ending their terms this month. Joe and
Maureen have continued to build on
and enhance the program started by

Ken and Gale Jacoby. Every Board
meeting I have heard about fun and
meaningful programs going on with
USY and Kadima, whether it be a lockin, the annual Turkey Dance, Laser Tag,
ice skating or a joint program with
other synagogues. They have ensured
these kids are a part of the larger
Chicago Jewish Community through
their participation in Regional events
such as the recent Kinnus event last
weekend and last year’s CKI contingent
attending the International Convention.
They have provided a compelling
reason for our youth to continue to
remain an active part of our CKI Jewish
community. In short, they are an
important part of the glue that holds

our community together, and I am
grateful for their contribution. Please
join me in attending the May 9 USY
Shabbat where the Rosenfelds will be
honored for their several years of
service as our Youth Program Directors.
One final point: Liza Bachrach will be
taking over for Joe and Maureen. I
would ask parents in particular to give
her your full support by volunteering to
help out with both USY and Kadima
programs. This will help to ensure we
are able to continue to provide a highquality program that we can all be
proud of.
B’Shalom,

Crisis Center Food Pantry Needs Your Help
he pantries at the Community Crisis
Center Food Pantry are extremely
depleted. Please, as you shop this week,
purchase as many items as you are able
for them. They have an emergency
need for all non-perishable food items.

T

enter the synagogue through the
parking lot entrance. CKI does not
accept donations on Jewish Holidays,
including Shabbat.
– Social Action Committee

Not certain what to purchase? These are
the items which "fly off their shelves":
• Spaghetti noodles 1# bags
• Spaghetti/marinara sauce
• White rice 1# bag/box
• Pinto beans
• Macaroni & cheese
• Ravioli/spaghettio type items
• Chili
• Beef stew
• Tuna
• Ramen noodles
• Canned fruit
• Canned vegetables
• Saltine crackers
• Peanut butter
• Jelly
• Cereal/oatmeal
• Powdered milk
They also are asking for hand operated
can-openers.
All donations left at CKI are donated to
the Community Crisis Center Food
Pantry. The CKI Food cupboard is
located to your immediate right as you

The “CKI SENIORS”

Lox & Bagel Luncheon
Tuesday, May 13
12:00 noon at CKI
RSVP to
phyllisCKI@aol.com or (847) 741-8784
Please respond DEFINITELY NO LATER THAN

Thursday, May 8.
Payment by cash or check at $8.00 per person.
Please make check payable to “Cash.”
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B’nei Mitzvah
Riva Kohn is to be
called to the Torah
as a Bat Mitzvah
on May 3. Riva is
an 8th grade
student at Ellis
Middle School.
She enjoys the fine
arts, drama, music,
art, and cooking.
She plays an updated version of Squire
Trelawney in her school production of
Treasure Island, and last year she played
Puck in Shakespeare’s A Midsummer
Night’s Dream.
Sharing this special occasion with Riva
is her proud father, Jonathan Kohn, her
brother, Zachary, and her sisters Sophia
and Elisheva. Also sharing this
wonderful day are her grandparents,
Ruby and Aaron Kohn, her Aunt Judy
Brown and Uncle Nathan Brown, and
their sons Ariel and Eran.
Something Riva has learned from her
Jewish education that has helped to
make her a better person is that
everyone has some good in them. They
just have different ways of showing it.

Mazel Tov Corner
Congratulations to…
REBECCA FISHMAN who recently won
two gold medals and became a
Regional Champion in her Karate age
group. She will be off to compete in
Nationals in New York! GOOD LUCK,
BECCA!
LAUREN T. ASTRUG who will be
graduating Magna Cum Laude from
Loyola University Chicago with a B.A. in
Biology and Neuroscience.
She has been accepted to The Technion
Medical School in Haifa, Israel.
PETER B. ASTRUG who was accepted
into The National Society of High School
Scholars and will be graduating from
Bartlett High School.
He will attend Northern Illinois
University in the fall.

Christopher
Miller is to be
called to the Torah
as a Bar Mitzvah
on May 17.
Christopher is a
7th grade student
at Kimball Middle
School in Elgin.
He enjoys playing
piano, taking fencing lessons, Yugi-Oh!
and magic cards. He’s a member of
Kadima, Boy Scout Troop 128 and
Drama Club.
Sharing this special occasion with
Christopher are his proud parents
Chuck Miller and Mary Kaltenbach and
his brother, Paul Miller. Also sharing this
wonderful day are his grandparents
Charles and Marcy Kaltenbach and
many other relatives and friends from
both east and west.
From his Jewish education, Christopher
has learned about and understands the
harm done by racism.

Liana Ginder is to
be called to the
Torah as a Bat
Mitzvah on May
24. Liana is a 7th
grade student at
DaVinci Academy.
Liana enjoys
horseback riding.
She is a black belt
in Tae Kwon Do, she enjoys drawing and
art and her musical interest has led to
membership in her school choir. Liana
likes to spend time with her family and
friends. During the summer she
volunteers as an assistant to a
veterinarian and enjoys a multitude of
pets at home.
Sharing this special occasion with Liana
are her proud parents Lisa Wohl and
Eric Ginder, and her sister Carolyn
Ginder. Also sharing this wonderful day
are her grandparents Blossom and
Milton Wohl and Ment Ginder and
Bernardina Ginder Von Der Zwan.
Also celebrating with the family will be
long time family friend Onelia Medina.

Greeting the Bride
”When we sit down Friday night, the
candles are in the middle of the table
and I sometimes move my head down
and I can see a candle on either side of
my wife’s face. It’s symbolic, somehow,
of millions of Jewish wives that have
made the Shabbat. My favorite thing is
just sitting down and, when Wendy is
not realizing it, just lowering my head
and seeing the candles next to her.
That to me is having my family around
me. It is very warm and I feel that this
family is playing a role, being in a
chain, keeping the tradition going.”
— Asher Kelman
in The Art of Jewish Living:
The Shabbat Seder

Studying for her Bat Mitzvah has shown
Liana that it takes commitment and
responsibility to reach your goals in life.
She has also learned that taking care of
animal is a mitzvah. Her mitzvah
project has been raising money for the
American Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals.

We Send You To Hebrew
School Because ...
• Because sometimes we parents know
what is really best for you, and you just
have to trust us (in the same way that
we all have to trust that God knows
what is best for us, even when we
don’t understand why).
• Because sometimes, as children, you
don’t yet have the ability to appreciate
really good things and will only realize
how good those things truly are when
you get older. (Do most kids like
vegetables all the time? Don’t most
adults?)
More next month…
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Adult Education Class Continues:
James Michener’s The Source

Would you like to:
...be actively part of the
governance of CKI?

xplore Jewish history with us through James
Michener’s epic novel. The Source, like much of
Michener’s fiction, is a sort of docudrama that unlocks
history for us through the lives of dramatic characters
with whom we can identify. The Source chronicles
the fictional town of Makor (“source” in Hebrew) from
its prehistoric founding to just before the book’s
1965 publication. In class, we will compare these
chronicles to our actual history.

E

...be informed on current
issues affecting your
Synagogue?
...have a say on decisions
affecting synagogue life?
If so, we will have four
openings on the Board as of
the end of June.

The class should feed both our hearts and our
minds, as we explore our history through this work of literature.
Tuition is $15 for the entire course or any part thereof. The Source, by James
Michener, can be purchased online or in any bookstore.

To qualify you must have
been a member for at least
six months.

Class meets every two weeks through Erev Shavuot at 7 pm.

If you are interested,
please contact our
Nominating Committee, c/o
Jack Fishman at:
jfishman@epiqsystems.com.

Please support this community function

Marguerite’s Journey: Escape from the Holocaust
Honoring Holocaust Rememberance Day
with Marguerite Mishkin.
Thursday, May 1 • Gail Borden Public Library • 7-8 pm
No registration necessary.
Born to Jewish parents in Belgium during World War II,
Marguerite Mishkin and her sister were hidden from the Nazis with
the help of the Resistance Movement while their parents perished
at Auschwitz. Ms. Mishkin will tell her inspirational story.

Still Wishin’…
Thank you to Helen Lindow!
Her kindness and thoughtfulness
made it possible for us to purchase
3 new round tables and
7 new long tables.

Because of the subject matter, this program is not
appropriate for children younger than grade 4.

We’re still wishing for…
✡ New lightweight 8-foot long tables
for the social hall.
(We purchase them at Sam’s. Prices:
8’ long tables are $73.00 each.
60” round tables are $105.00 each.
We are tax exempt.)

Photos by Herb Gross

✡ For privacy and comfort, we’d like
to purchase and install vertical
blinds to cover the windows in the
kindergarten and 1st-grade
classrooms on the first floor.

Students Zach Kohn and Jeffrey Barrash (left) and
Ellie Kohn and Samantha Guralnick (above)
practice tying tzitzit.
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✡ A new video setup (camera, etc.) in
the sanctuary that will record
DVDs.
Wishes are good. Granting them is even
better! We are truly grateful!
Thank you!

Friday, May 9, Come Join Our Celebration!!!
ach anniversary is meaningful, and
this moment in history is no
exception. On the 3rd of Iyar, May 8,
2008, Jews around the world will join
together to celebrate Yom
Ha’Atzmaut, Israel Independence Day.
As we enjoy the sweet fragrances of
springtime, we rejoice on the
anniversary of the rebirth of the State of
Israel.

E

On May 9, at 7:30 pm, the Elgin Chapter
of Hadassah, along with our USYers will
welcome Mayor Ed Schock to our CKI
Friday night services, as he presents to
Hadassah and to our Jewish
community a proclamation
commemorating the establishment of
the State of Israel 60 years ago.

Roth Scholarship
Applications
Available
Any graduating senior pursuing a
post-high school education is
eligible for the Roth Scholarship,
awarded each spring. Contact the
CKI office for an application.
Applications are due to the office
by May 15. The winner(s) of the
award will be announced at the
Board Meeting on June 3.

Our USY is hosting a Shabbaton that
evening and honoring Joe and
Maureen Rosenfeld for the many years
of devotion and leadership they have
provided our pre-teen and teenage
children.
Our oneg, sponsored by Elgin
Hadassah, will feature a birthday cake
in honor of Israel’s 60th anniversary. For
60 years, Israel has persevered and has
triumphed. Israel has built a thriving
economy and a strong democracy. As
we celebrate this anniversary, we
cannot imagine our lives without a
secure Israel. Jews the world over have
long understood that the strength and
viability of Jewish life is inexorably tied
to the existence of the State of Israel. In
this generation, we are the guardians of

this singular and extraordinary
obligation – to continue building for
the generations to come.
The sanctuary will be filled with
youngsters who represent the future of
our Jewish people and the future of the
State of Israel. Please join with Mayor
Schock, Elgin Hadassah, and United
Synagogue Youth Group at this
wonderful celebration!
In celebration, may we go from strength
to strength.
For more information, please contact
Carole Burstein, 847-428-4617

✡ TORAH SCHOOL DIRECTOR NEEDED ✡

Congregation Kneseth Israel in Elgin, IL is looking for a new
Torah School Director. This part-time position involves
overseeing a religious education program for grades K thru 10
and an education staff of 12 instructors. The successful
candidate must be creative, energetic, motivational, have good
communication skills and be a self-starter. A basic knowledge
of Hebrew and Judaic history is preferred. For more
information, contact Anita Hornung, CKI Vice-President of
Education, at 630-377-1351.

The Roth Scholarship is given
each year in memory of Lillian
and Jerome Roth.

milk AND Honey
• Voice mail technology was
developed in Israel.

Kindergarteners
celebrated
Tu B’Shevat in
Tovah Kaplan’s
classroom,
assisted by Jenna
Mussar.
Photo by Herb Gross
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• Both Microsoft and Cisco built

their only R&D facilities outside
the US in Israel.

More next month…

Donation Information

May Birthdays

I/We would like to make a donation to
the following CKI fund:
Fund: _______________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________________________
Amount Enclosed: $ ___________________________________
Please indicate
䊐 In Honor of
䊐 In Memory of
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Make your check payable to:
Congregation Kneseth Israel
330 Division Street, Elgin IL 60120
Consider a gift to the Congregation Kneseth Israel Endowment Fund through one
of our income for life plans:
CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUSTS in which you transfer funds into a trust or mutual
fund that pays you income.
CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES in which you purchase an annuity and receive income.
All have significant tax advantages.
For further information, please call or write:
Charles Zimmerman, Chairman, phone 847-741-5656
Congregation Kneseth Israel Endowment Fund, 330 Division Street, Elgin, IL 60120

Special Funds
The following funds are available for your generous donations:
Seltzer Music & Cultural Arts Endowment Fund – Jewish cultural
enrichment programs
CKI Education Fund – Support Torah School
Clara Wechter Education Fund – Support Torah School
Endowment Fund – See the President
General Fund – For multi-purpose use
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund – Needs decided by Rabbi
Lee Miller Book Fund – New books for Library
Lillian Roth Scholarship Fund – See the President
Major Gifts – $5,000 and up. See the President
Memorial Plaques – $300.00
Prayer Book Fund – Siddur is $25; Chumash is $60
Shalom Academy – Pre-school Jewish Education
Simon C. & Ruth L. Kaplan Torah Fund – Repair of Torah scrolls
Sisterhood Flower Fund – Pulpit flowers
Sisterhood Vision Fund – Large-type Siddur $50
Tree of Life – Leaf is $100; Rock is $1,000
USY/Kadima Youth Group – Support for programs for our United Synagogue Youth
12

1
1
1
1
2
2
2
3
3
5
5
7
9
9
10
11
11
11
13
14
15
16
17
18
18
19
20
20
21
23
24
24
24
24
28
29
31
31
31

Marian Loeb
Herbert Gross
Medina Gross
Carlee Fosco
Burton Friedman
Michael Goldberg
Mark Rosenfeld
Robert Cox
Nina Finn
Molly Rosenfeld
Rina Baxter
Sophia Kohn
Carl Schweinler
Saul Mariasis
Ari Nye
Wendy Shankman
Christopher Miller
Leonard Kofkin
Don Fields
Perry Pitzele
Jordana Wolfinsohn
Micah Fogel
Wendy Barrash
Jerrold Goozh
Jennifer Fogel
Emilie Narvaez
Richard Zeoli
Sandy Rifken
Risa Cohen
Diane Agins
Albert Bender
Emily Burker
Patrick Finn
Terry Morris
Cory Jacoby
Rabbi Jonathan Kohn
David Seigle
Blossom Wohl
Jonathan Glaser

May
Anniversaries
1
5
25
28

Malcolm & Terry Morris
Clarissa & William Guralnick
Howard & Cheri Rubin
Todd & Sandra Nye

Yahrtzeiten
We recall with loving memory those whose yahrtzeiten are commemorated
during the coming weeks, and those whose names are read in the
Synagogue at Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services
during the month of May. It is appropriate for members of their
families to be present when these names are read.
Apr 26 May 1

Ruth Mintzer

May 3

May 8

Belle Stern Freund

May 17 May 23 Albert Goodman*

Apr 26 May 2

Herold Rifken*

May 3

May 8

Abe Strickman*

May 17 May 23 Seymour Salstone*

Apr 26 May 2

Milton Ginsburg*

May 3

May 8

Louis Vopner*

May 24 May 25 Frank Podolsky*

May 3

May 3

Louis J. Schwartz*

May 3

May 8

Milton Nitzberg

May 24 May 25 Abraham Wohl*

May 3

May 4

Bessie Silvian*

May 3

May 9

David Brazner*

May 24 May 26 Herman Goldstein*

May 3

May 5

Stella Bell

May 10 May 11 Herman Fischer*

May 24 May 26 Anne Mell*

May 3

May 6

Leah Kucuy

May 10 May 13 Paul Fields*

May 24 May 27 Sarah Rosengarden*

May 3

May 6

Pnina Mariasis

May 10 May 13 Rose Miller*

May 24 May 28 Anna Kowitz*

May 3

May 6

Nahum Mariasis

May 10 May 14 Arthur Levine*

May 24 May 28 Bessie Fisher*

May 3

May 6

Copol Leavitt

May 10 May 15 Jennie Krasnick*

May 24 May 29 Sam Goldman*

May 3

May 6

Carl Cohen

May 10 May 15 Mary Fischer*

May 31 June 1 Gladys Fox

May 3

May 7

Marc Garson

May 10 May 15 Harry Zimbler*

May 31 June 1 Jack Lisagor*

May 10 May 16 Theodore Garson

May 31 June 1 Bella Goldman

May 17 May 17 Al Kowalsky

May 31 June 3 Michael Fosco*

May 17 May 17 Charlotte Mariam Udesky May 31 June 3 Rose Sohn
May 17 May 18 Phyllis Mirkin

May 31 June 3 Edith J. Mendel*

May 17 May 18 Sarah Ableman*

May 31 June 3 Jenny Brazner*

May 17 May 20 Joseph Nerove*

May 31 June 4 Norton T. Burstein*

May 17 May 20 Lyle L. Miller

May 31 June 5 Capt. Irene Wirtschaffter*

May 17 May 20 Emil Simon*

May 31 June 5 Melvin Frisch

May 17 May 21 Molly Morris

May 31 June 6 Sarah Stern*

May 17 May 21 Diana Weisner*

May 31 June 6 Allen Mintzer

May 17 May 23 Henry Harris*

There are two dates listed above on our yahrtzeit list.
The first is the day of the service at which the names are read.
The second is the actual date of the yahrtzeit, and memorial
candles should be lit on the preceding evening. An asterisk after
a name indicates that a plaque is affixed to the Memorial Tablet.
KINDLE THE SHABBAT CANDLES
May 2 ................7:33 PM
May 9 ................7:40 PM
May 16..............7:47 PM
May 23..............7:54 PM
May 30..............8:00 PM
13

NOTE: Shabbat ends one (1) hour after
candlelighting time on Saturday night.

Acknowledgements
IN APPRECIATION
To the wonderful congregants of
Congregation Kneseth Israel, we say
thank you for your kindness and
generosity. The loss of our grandson,
Benjamin (Wellner), was a horrible blow
to our entire family. As a little boy, he
climbed the stairs of the CKI bima
during Molly’s bat mitzvah, and sang
joyously with his cousins. It was a
warm memory of a wonderful day in
the life of our family. It is those
thoughts and the kindness of my
brother’s congregation which now help
us through this tragedy. To each of you
who contributed to the Benjamin
Wellner memorial fund, we say again
thank you, and may each of you share
only joy with your families during the
coming Passover season.
Warmly,
Harriet Rosenfeld Gershman
and Family
SPECIAL THANK YOU
A very generous donation has been
given to our Table Fund by the B’nei
B’rith Women of Elgin, (President
Phyllis Lesser and Treasurer, Helen
Lindow.) This will enable CKI to
purchase more lightweight tables for
our social hall.
GENERAL FUND
In honor of Shirley Simon’s 90th
Birthday
Cyril Friend
Speedy Recovery to Arlene Schneider
The McFarlane Family
CKI EDUCATION FUND
In honor of Shelby Fosco’s Bat
Mitzvah
Saul Mariasis
In honor of Sherry Wesman, CKI
Sisterhood’s most valued volunteer
Brad, Anita, Sarah and Emily Burker
In honor of their special birthday to
Barbara Sharf and Shirley Simon
Jerry & Rose Goldstein
In honor of Wanda Pitzele for her
patience, kindness and expertise with
the Miriam’s Cup project.
Anita Hornung

In honor of Joe and Maureen
Rosenfeld for their love, devotion and
smiles in leading our youth.
Brad, Anita, Sarah and Emily Burker
In honor of Riva Kohn entering
young, Jewish womanhood
Brad, Anita, Sarah and Emily Burker
Our prayers and wishes to Lisa
Schulman for a complete and
successful recovery
Ron & Fern Raben

In Our Family
HAMAKOM YENAHEIM ETKHEM –
CONDOLENCES
The congregation expresses
condolences to the family of Bea
Lieberman, long time member of CKI,
who had been living in Reno, Nevada
at the time of her death.

LEE MILLER BOOK FUND
In honor of the 90th birthday of
Shirley Simon
Irene & Alan Loss

May God comfort you and may their
memory be a blessing

CKI SISTERHOOD FLOWER FUND
Get well wishes to Sue Zemel
Sherry Wiesman

Fern Raben
Ben Rifken
Rose Goldstein
Lisa Schulman
Sherry Wiesman
Shirley Friedman

CLARA WECHTER EDUCATION FUND
In honor of Shirley Simon’s 90th
birthday
Laurie & Len Winner
In honor of Sherry Wiesman being
the most valued volunteer of 2008
Laurie & Len Winner
In gratitude to Barbara Sharf for her
help
Laurie Winner

R’FUAH SH’LEIMAH – GET WELL
Herman Loeb
David Goodman
Pearle Brody
Sue Zemel
Adeline Kohlhagen
Robert Durchslag

May God bring speedy and complete
healing to you and all others who are ill
among the people of Israel.

PRAYERBOOK FUND
In honor of the prayers said for my
son, Yaakov Michoel ben Kolman
Arlene Abrams
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
A bequest from Richard Cutts with
fond memories shared at CKI with
thanks for your friendship
Clarice Cutts
In honor of Shirley Simon’s 90th
Birthday
Milton & Blossom Wohl
ABRAHAM M. & ANNA ROSE SELTZER
MUSIC ENDOWMENT FUND
In memory of Sandy Zemel and Sarah
Frisch
Sherry Wiesman
USY/KADIMA
In honor of Shirley Simon’s Birthday
The Bachrach/Marshall Family
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Top: Sara Gerlach
tutors Jenna
Mussar for her
Bat Mitzvah.
Middle: Lisa
Gerlach helps
Jacob Fosco with
his Hebrew.
Right: A little
motherly love!
Rochelle Fosco
plants one on
her son Ira.

Photos by Herb Gross

Generous Donations

Celebrate Israel’s 60th –
Walk With Israel May 4

srael Solidarity Day 2008 is rapidly
approaching! This year, we will come
back together at McCormick Place to
celebrate Israel’s 60th anniversary.

I

We encourage you to register either
online at www.juf.org/walk or by calling
the Israel Solidarity Day hotline at 312444-2905.
Join us and support Israel on Sunday,
May 4th. It’s an awesome morning!

Do you have a preschool child?
Would you like a Jewish Preschool?
Shalom Academy was founded to answer those questions.
If you are interested in helping re-open the preschool, call Wanda
Pitzele at 630-289-3349 or email to wandanp@sbcglobal.net.
Traditionally, it is a multi-age classroom or 3 and 4 year olds with a
limited enrollment of six. How exciting to have your child learning the
Jewish holidays and Shabbat along with such things as the alphabet,
colors, shapes, seasons, etc. With only
six children in the class, there is a lot of
SHAL
M Academy
individual attention for your child.
Given enough interest, we will open
A Jewish Preschool
Shalom Academy in the fall!

From the Rabbi’s Study
(cont’d from p. 2)
king to encourage a man to give his
wife a Get.
They encouraged him by various
means. They could imprison him,
impoverish him, or even beat him until
he chose, of his own free will (as it
were), to give his wife a Get. The wives
had a champion more powerful than
their husbands back then, in the form of
the rabbinical court.
But in the modern world, where the
authority of the people is invested in
secular courts, divorced women have
lost their champion. Some ex-husbands
withhold a Get out of spite, and others
hold the Get hostage to extortionist
demands. Rabbi Lieberman saw his task
as restoring the divorced woman’s
medieval rights.
Thus, the Lieberman Clause, a prenuptial agreement incorporated into
the Ketuba. It says that the bride and
groom agree to set any catastrophic
domestic grievance before a rabbinical
court and to abide by the court’s
decision. Rabbinical courts thus regain
their power to defend the woman’s
rights, according to the same principle
as television’s People’s Court. The clause
has been worded to conform to the
requirements of American secular law,

and, with its associated signed English
document, it has been accepted under
that law as a valid and binding contract.
With this clause in her Ketuba, a wife
can forbid her husband a secular
divorce until he grants her a religious
one.
This is a very traditional solution to a
modern problem. It not only
champions women’s rights, but it
restores the medieval status quo ante.
You would think that the Orthodox
would be delighted with this solution.
But they are not.
Why? Defense of women’s rights is very
traditional. The Lieberman Clause
restores those rights precisely as they
used to be. But Orthodox women still
lack its protection.
Could the Clause be somehow contrary
to Jewish law? With Rabbi Lieberman as
its author, there is not a chance of that,
and Orthodox scholars concede as
much. Is there no need for it? The need
is palpable, as many Orthodox Jewish
women unable to remarry can attest.
Was Rabbi Lieberman in some other
way a bad Jew? Not by anyone’s
account.
Then what is wrong with his Clause?
He taught at the Conservative seminary.
For that alone he is persona non grata
15

among Orthodox rabbis, and for that
alone his solution is rejected.
Sometimes a rabbi says,“You may call
me Orthodox, but that doesn’t mean
anything. We’re all Jews together, and
we’re all under the same Torah. I’m a
Torah Jew. Now, some Jews may
observe Torah more and some less, but
that doesn’t mean that there are
different Judaisms. Judaism is
indivisible, and so are the Jewish
people.”
I like that principle. But I offer a test:
Will my Orthodox colleague accept the
Lieberman Clause?
If he will accept it, then I am indeed
impressed, and I am willing to work
with him in common cause, because in
fact the Jewish people are one. But if
he rejects it, then he stands outside
Torah. “I can’t do it because it’s
Conservative” is the cry not of a Torah
Jew but of a party hack.

CONGRATULATIONS AND MAZEL TOV
TO OUR 2008 CONFIRMANDS…
Laura Cox
Sara Gerlach
Leah Schillmoeller

(These confirmands will be honored at the
Confirmation–Graduation Dinner
on Monday evening, May 19.)

✡✡✡
CONGRATULATIONS AND MAZEL TOV TO OUR
2008 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES…
Stephanie Berg
Michael Goldberg
Jake Marshall
Molly Rosenfeld
Ben Schillmoeller
Joel Seigle
Laura Wolf

We wish you all health, happiness,
and the best blessings of life!
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CKI Marketplace
Scott H. Budd
Financial Advisor
1140-A N. McLean Blvd
Elgin, IL 60123-1782
Bus: 847-741-4447
Fax: 888-806-4706
800-440-7242
scott.budd@edwardjones.com
www. edwardjones.com
MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

E O M S

Elgin Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Drs. Finger & Bennett, Ltd.
www. Elginoms.com
Michael B. Finger D.D.S.
Anthony J. Bennett D.D.S.
Diplomates, American Board of
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
1425 N. McLean Blvd. #200
Elgin, IL 60123

Phone: (847) 697-6868
Fax: (847) 697-8355

Dr. Joseph Rosenfeld
Psy.D., C.R.A.D.C.
Clinical Psychologist

1595 Weld Road
Suite 5
Elgin, IL 60123

847-429-1875
Fax: 847-429-1876

M ARSHALL
A RC H I T E C T S
Creative Residential and Commercial Design

630.584.7820
www.MarshallArchitects.com
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Electrolysis: a safe and permanent
method of hair removal

Bartlett
Electrolysis, Inc.
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Cheryl Stanczak,
C.S.T., L.E.

Certified Surgical Technologist
Licensed Electrologist

(630) 776-3272

Please...support our advertisers!
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CKI Marketplace
Proudly Serving the Fox Valley Since 1940
The Heart of the Historic District of Elgin

O’Connor – Leetz
FUNERAL HOME P.C.
364 Division Street
Elgin, Illinois 60120
www.oconnor-leetz.com

Leetz Legal Service P.C.
847 717 0558

Support CKI... advertise in HaKol!!

Larry’s Home
Maintenance
847.338.1644
Drywall
Painting

Tom & Donna Leetz
Elgin Family Owned and Operated

We are
proud to serve

Congregation Kneseth Israel.
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Wall & Floor Tile

(847) 741-1400 Bus.
(847) 741-1473 Fax
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Electrical

The way it should be.

888.509.5011

www.chicagojewishfunerals.com

From room remodeling
to changing a faucet,
call Larr y Bernstein.
www.LarrysHomeMaintenance.com

A R R A N G E M E N T S I N O U R C H A P E L O R I N YO U R H O M E
SERVING CHICAGO AND THE SUBURBS

INDEPENDENT. JEWISH OWNED. SINCE 1997.

195 NORTH BUFFALO GROVE RD. • BUFFALO GROVE , ILLINOIS 60089-1703

CKI Marketplace

ART+ PORTRAITS
BY ZAHAVA
Done from your favorite photo

Zahava Raz
Artist

Lawrence F. Berg, M.D., S.C.

2350 Royal Blvd. Suite 500 Elgin, Illinois 60123

(847) 697-3800

Diplomate American Board of Otolaryngology
Head and Neck Surgery

Call for an appointment
847-888-7470

Ear, Nose & Throat
Hearing Evaluation & Advanced Hearing Aids
Dizziness Evaluation & Treatment
Facial Plastic Surgery
ENT Allergy

Also still life, pet portraits, wall art
Excellent likenesses
Holiday gifts, Bar Mitvah gifts
Valentine and Mother’s Day gifts

Charles M.
Zimmerman

Jana E
McFarlane
graphicdesigner

4 Ash Court
Streamwood, Illinois
60107
Tel 630.483.7330
Cell 630.464.6429
jemcfarlane @ earthlink.net

Attorney
At Law

162 E. Chicago Street
P.O. Box 5866
Elgin, Illinois 60121
Phone (847) 931-5063
Fax (847) 931-5074

CONGREGATION
KNESETH ISRAEL

FIRST CLASS MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE

330 Division Street
Elgin, Illinois
60120-5685
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Return Service Requested

Shabbat Services:

May 2008

Friday evenings
Saturday mornings

7:30 pm
9:30 am

1

Yom Hashoah

2

Friday Evening Services
Oneg: Hosted by Rabbi Jonathan Kohn
in honor of Riva Kohn’s Bat Mitzvah

7:30 pm

3

Bat Mitzvah: Riva Kohn
Kiddush: Hosted by Rabbi Jonathan Kohn
and Congregation Kneseth Israel

9:30 am

17

Bar Mitzvah: Christopher Miller
Kiddush: Hosted by Chuck Miller &
Mary Kaltenbach

4

Israel Solidarity Day – Walk with Israel
McCormick Place, Chicago
Bus leaves CKI at 8:30 am

18

Last Sunday School

19

Confirmation Dinner & Graduation

6:00 pm

5

Confirmation class
USY Board & Election

6:30 pm
8:00 pm

20

Torah Fund Dinner
at the home of Cheryl Stanczak

6:00 pm

6

CKI Board Meeting

7:30 pm
23

7

Hebrew School

Lag B’Omer
Oneg: Hosted by Lisa Wohl
and Eric-Jan Ginder

7:30 pm

8

Yom Ha’atzmaut
24

Bat Mitzvah: Liana Ginder

9:30 am

9

ORDER FUNDABILITY CERTIFICATES
Special Friday Evening Services with
guest speaker Elgin Mayor Ed Schock; and
USY Shabbat, honoring Joe & Maureen
Rosenfeld
Oneg: Elgin Hadassah

27

Book Discussion: The Source.

7-8:30 pm

12

Hadassah Donor

13

Sisterhood Planning meeting
Book Discussion: The Source.

7:30 pm

14

Last Wednesday Hebrew School

5:00 pm

16

PICK UP FUNDABILITY CERTIFICATES
Oneg: Hosted by Chuck Miller
& Mary Kaltenbach

7:30 pm
9:30 am

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7-8:30 pm

Drs. Albert & Frieda Simon Adult Study Group
Sunday mornings

10:00 am

