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We’ve worked hard to keep HaKol affordable while looking
like “a million bucks.” Each year, however, our costs of
production continue to rise. We rely on our advertisers to
offset our costs. If you, or someone you know, has interest in
placing an ad for HaKol for 2009, you may contact Zahava
Raz at the synagogue office for further information. HaKol is
a great way to reach a growing and dynamic Jewish
community in the Fox Valley.
Ron Razowsky
HaKol Editor
ronrazowsky@gmail.com

From the Rabbi’s Study...
Passing Times
Remember “sock it to me”?
Forty years ago people said it all the
time. It was a natural part of speech.
Back in my school days, I vividly
remember trying to imagine a time
when “sock it to me” would be out of
fashion, when it would go the way of
“23 skidoo” and “boop-boop-a-doop.”
My heart told me that that could never
happen, but my head knew that it must,
and of course it’s been now two
generations since anyone has said “sock
it to me.”
That’s what happens with fashion. If
something is fashionable, it goes out of
date.
In the ancient world, the same thing
happened. Who could have foreseen
that Greek culture would become
unfashionable? When the Maccabees

lived, Greece was at the height of its
power. It set the fashion of culture
throughout the world for centuries.
Even many Jews thought that nothing
could be as civilized as Greek culture.

“

The Maccabees saw
that the world
would move on and
leave the ancient
Greeks behind.

So they enforced a law. They said,“Stick
with Torah. Torah was never brought
up on fashion, and so fashion cannot
take it down.” They compelled us to be
Jewish when the whole world was
turning Greek. They expelled the Greek
gods from our Temple and blocked our
path to that great civilization.
They knew what they were doing, and it
was the Maccabees who saved us from
the fate of Greek civilization when the
ancient times had passed.

”

But the Maccabees saw farther. They
knew that the world would move on
and leave the ancient Greeks behind.
The Maccabees saw that if we became
like our Greek neighbors, then one day
our world would go down with theirs.

A Message from Our President
Everyone knows that the sixpointed star, the Magen
David, is the principle
symbol of Judaism. Yet it is interesting
to note that this is a relatively recent
development, one that only began to
come into vogue from the time of the
Middle Ages. Guess what the symbol
was prior to that? It was the menorah.
The menorah was first proscribed by
God to Moses in his instructions to him
for construction of the Tabernacle and
remained as part of the Temple.
Although the Talmud does not permit
us to reproduce the original menorah
from the Temple, it has become a key
part of our ritual life and is especially
important for our observance of
Chanukah.
In Israel, during this time of the year the
menorah is especially prevalent. At the
Kotel, every year there is a huge
Chanukah menorah or chanukiah with
each of its branches the size of a Weber
grill! Also, in Israel it is a common sight
to see large chanukiah in front of
homes where they are as ubiquitous as
Christmas decorations are here. There,
you cannot escape the feeling that this

is a land that truly celebrates Chanukah,
not as an afterthought but as
something that is a part of the fabric of
its people. Perhaps there is a lesson
here for all of us living in the diaspora.
Every year around this time, a popular
topic for discussion is the so-called
“December Dilemma,” the problem of
Jewish children being exposed to all of
the hoopla associated with the
Christmas season including Christmas
music, parties, decorations, Santa Claus,
cookies, holiday movies, holiday specials
(yuk!), well, you know what I’m talking
about. The dilemma is being exposed
to this and yet feeling very much like
the outsider, unable to partake of all the
celebration. How to cope with this? Do
we put up a Christmas tree, aka
“Chanukah bush”? How do we handle
it with our non-Jewish family and
friends who celebrate Christmas?
There is a simple solution to this; just
don’t have the dilemma. Okay, you’re
asking what are you suggesting?
Locking ourselves in a soundproof vault
for the entire period of November –
December? Obviously not. Nor would I
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ever recommend isolating yourself from
any non-Jewish family or friends; rather
it’s a matter of having your own
traditions. This can include putting up
blue and white lights, Chanukah
decorations, making latkes or, as they
do in Israel, donuts and, yes, kindling the
Chanukah candles and singing
Chanukah songs. Perhaps someone
might go so far as to constructing a
chanukiah in their front yard made of
(continued on p. 6)

Ha Kol Information
Kol Kneseth Israel is published monthly by
Congregation Kneseth Israel of Elgin, Illinois. It is
mailed to CKI members via first class postage.
Non-members who would like to receive a copy
may do so by forwarding a yearly donation of $18
(Chai) to cover cost of production and mailing.
Make checks payable to CKI.

All material for the January issue is due
NO LATER than December 10, PLEASE.
All items should be emailed to
ronrazowsky@gmail.com
Ha Kol Editor:
Ron Razowsky

Design/Production:
Jana McFarlane

Torah School News
This month we think of
miracles. What is a miracle?
Maybe miracles are Gods way of telling
us to pay attention. What if Moses had
not paid attention to the burning bush?
What if no one had paid attention to
the parting of the Red Sea? How could
the Ten Commandments been carved
into stone? What if we had not noticed
that the oil lasted for 8 days when it
should have lasted for only a few?
Spirituality is not about finding the
answers but about the questions that
make us wonder. It is this wondering
that leads us to the path of finding our
own spirituality. Let’s all pay attention.
Let’s take the time to wonder.
Thank you to the Miller Men, Hank
Schillmoeller, and Herb Gross, who
were in the kitchen for the “Hut Dog”
lunch. There would have been lots of
hungry people waiting and waiting in

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Friday, December 5 – Dalet class
participating in Family Shabbat.
Sunday, December 7 – Chanukah
Bazaar begins.
Saturday, December 13 – Junior
Congregation, 10:00 am

line without your help. Thanks to the
parents who stayed for lunch to
support our program; it was great to see
such a big crowd. Please try to RSVP in
the future so we always have enough
food.
Mazel Tov to the Gimel class for their
participation in the Shabbat Service.
Thank you, to the parents for the
yummy oneg!

Sunday, December 14 – All school
Chanukah party at 11:15, followed by
the Latke Lunch. Join us for the party,
stay for lunch! Last day of Chanukah
Bazaar
Sunday, December 21 – Winter break
begins. Light your first candle for
Chanukah!
Wednesday, January 7 – Hebrew
School resumes.

USY and Kadima News
he First Annual USY Board Lock-in
was a big success. See it for yourself
in the social hall where the new USY
banner and posters are on display!

T

By this time, the CHUSYfest attendees
will have all enjoyed the weekend of
activities and returned with lasting
memories.

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR DECEMBER:
Dec. 1 – USY Board Meeting, 8:00 pm
Dec. 6 – USY/Kadima Ice Skating at
Leafs Ice Center, 7:00 pm
Dec. 7 – CHUSY Community Wide event

Dec. 12 thru 14 – CHUSY 8th Grade
Shabbaton
Dec. 14 – CHUSY Israel Programs fair
Dec. 21-28 – International USY
Convention, Washington, D.C.

Kadima enjoyed a beautiful day at
Goebberts Pumpkin Farm. Thanks to
Susan Robbins for organizing the event.

The Mazal Tov
Corner…
Our hearty congratulations to...
BILL McFARLANE for being one of this
year’s recipients of the Community
Crisis Center's “Heart of the Center”
Awards. Bill was recognized for his
weekly volunteer efforts at procuring
and delivering perishable food which is
used by residents of the shelter and also
given to others in the community who
are in need.

Enjoying the pumpkins at Goebbert’s Farm. Front, L-R: Joey Miller, Rebecca Hymer, and Chris (C’Lee)
Miller. Back, L-R: Liana Ginder, Zach Kohn, Paul Miller, Ellie Kohn, and Carolyn Ginder.

3

Brea

Sisterhood News
want to take this time to thank Nina
Finn for all the hard work she put in to
our Annual Corned Beef Lunch. We
had another successful year and we
owe this all to Nina’s dedication. She
has worked long hours day after day.
She did all this in addition to all her
other activities. Thank you, Nina, for an
awesome job. Nina, Sherry Wiesman,
and I want to thank everyone who
purchased lunches, who were drivers for
us, who helped make the sandwiches
and put the lunches together, and who
helped with faxing to businesses in our
area, especially Rich Kruth. Without all
of you, we would not have been as
successful as we were. We would also
like to thank Sue Zemel for her
assistance in this huge venture.

I

Now that our Corned Beef lunch is over,
we get to jump right into our
Chanukah Bazaar. Tina Wolf and
Wendy Shankman, our co-chairs of the
gift shop, have decided that because
the current economic crisis has affected
so many of our members, we are cutting
the cost of our items. (See the box to
the right for details.)
In the first three months of 2009,
Sisterhood has scheduled a series of
luncheon meetings with Hadassah in
regards to aging. Please check HaKol
for information. We also will have a
“Soup Sale” during the months of
January, February, and March.

Don’t miss the now famous
MEN’S CLUB

L ATKE LUNCH
Sunday, December 9th

Yummy! Yummy! Yummy!
See enclosed flyer!

Wanda Pitzele attended the
Convention in November for our
Sisterhood Region and received a
Baalot Mitzvot Award for her work in
Sisterhood. Congratulations to Wanda!
As I look forward to Chanukah this year,
I am reminded of all the celebrations I
spent with my parents and sister when I
was a little girl and the difference of
spending Chanukah now with my
children and grandchildren. I
remember my father lighting the
candles each of the eight nights and
the potato latkes my mother made
each night. She made brisket, roast
chicken, chopped liver, and my favorite,
kishke. After dinner we would sing
Chanukah songs, eat nuts, and play
dreidel. I knew that lighting the candles
was to remember the miracle after the
temple was destroyed. There was only a
little oil left, and that would only be
enough for one day. However, miracle
of miracles, it lasted for eight days.
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During that time, the people Israel was
able to make more oil. It was a simple
time back then.
Today, we seem to forget the meaning
of the holiday. Our children look for
gifts, dolls, cars, video games, iPods, and
cell phones. A different time in a
different world. The children think they
are celebrating Chanukah, but
somehow we forgot the miracle. In
times like now, I think we need to
remember the miracles and who we are
as a people.
Wishing you all a Happy Chanukah!

50% OFF PRACTICALLY EVERYTHING
Your CKI Gift Shop brings a BIG GIFT to you for the Holidays...

We want to help get you through the holidays by offering the
many wonderful items we have in stock, AND we recognize that
the economy might not be cooperating the best it could.
So we are reacting to both by making your holiday purchases
more affordable:
WE ARE OFFERING ALL PREVIOUSLY IN STOCK ITEMS AT
50% OFF THE LOWEST TICKETED PRICE!
(this excludes inexpensive dreidles, gelt, and candles).

Now is the time to pick up those very special items you
have been eyeing at a price, which in many cases, will be
at or below wholesale cost.
As always, if you don't see what you're looking for, please see
Tina or Wendy about ordering what you desire.
Do also note that in an effort to “clean house” and circumvent
overstocking, the gift shop will be making a limited amount of
new purchases this year.
If there is something specific you are looking for, we would
be happy to place a special order for you, but please
contact us by December 7 to allow for shipping time.
4

Ritually Speaking
his past summer, I discussed on
these pages the question of
whether a person who “attended” a
prayer service by means of a cell phone
could count towards a minyan. (Short
answer: no.) In September, the Chicago
Tribune reported that a group was
offering a webcast of a High Holiday
service intended to engage people who
are otherwise unaffiliated with a
congregation.

T

An article appearing in the November 3,
2008 issue of Newsweek showed that
Jews aren’t alone in considering the
effect of modern information
technology on traditional communal
prayer services.
The article explained that two
Methodist ministers, among others,
have put communion services online.
Intended for people who cannot make
it regularly to church, the interactive

communion site allows the celebrant to
simply click a link and proceed as
directed.
The internet experience is not endorsed
by all, however. As a professor of
computer science (and practicing
Lutheran with a doctorate in theology)
at St. Bonaventure University asserted,
the whole point of religion is
“embodiment,” or being together,
physically, with others and with God. “If
you can’t make the time to experience
the community, then why do you need
the sacrament?” the professor asks.
We live in a wondrous time for Jewish
scholarship. Not only are more
scholarly printed works available than
ever before, but thanks to the internet,
much of that scholarship is available,
instantly, and at little or no cost.
It’s all well and good to study Torah on

The Pleasure of Reading
hanukah! The mere word conjures
up dozens of childhood memories.
After the latkes are eaten,“wind down”
young children who are all wound-up
over dreidel games by reading a
Chanukah bedtime story with them. It
is a wonderful time for families to read
together. Whether your children are
preschoolers, young readers, pre-teen or
teens, the CKI Library has Chanukah
books at various reading levels.

C

Preschoolers and beginning readers can
choose from among these perennial
favorites: Chanukah in my House,
Bubbie and Zadie Come to my House,
I Love Hanukkah: A Picture Book of
Hanukkah, The First Night of Hanukkah,
Rodney the “Latke Eater”, Arielle and
the Hanukkah Surprise, Lights: A Fable
about Hanukah, Latkes and
Applesauce: A Hanukkah Story, or The
Miracle of the Potato Latkes. I personally
highly recommend my own family’s
favorite: The Chanukkah Guest.

More experienced readers will enjoy:
Yankel the Fool, Power of Light: Eight
Stories for Hanukkah, Jermey’s Dreidel,
When Mindy Saved Hanukkah, Nathan’s
Hanukkah Bargain, Hanukkah Cat, and
Modin’in Motel: An Idol Tale for
Chanukah. Junior high students and
even older teens enjoy the tales of Isaac
Bashevis Singer. Check out his Stories
for Children from the Daniel & Lisa
Schulman Young Adult section of the
library.
After you finally get the children to
sleep and the house settles down, take
some time for yourself. Rekindle your
own Chanukah warmth by reading
some of the adult tales by Isaac
Bashevis Singer. We have many of his
stories. A partial list includes: Short
Friday, Satin in Goray, Gimpel the Fool,
The Magician of Lubin, and The Séance.
Folktales always seem appropriate to
read in front of the fireplace, especially
during Chanukah. Enjoy: Folktales of
Israel, Answered Prayers and Other
Yemenite FolkTales, or Sholom
Aleichem’s The Old Country.
Are you and the kinder planning a
party? Are you out of ideas? Check out:
5

one’s own. But sitting transfixed in front
of a computer screen is no substitute
for the experience of the give-and-take
that occurs when engaged in
community. Joining a synagogue is a
matter of commitment. And while not
everyone can attend every service,
coming to one service can be a nice
start. And making attendance at
services a matter of regular practice,
(again, even if it’s not every service or
every week), is even better.
CKI aims to offer religious services
appealing to the wide-range of
members in our congregation. Friday
evening Shabbat services are usually
completed in an hour or less and offer a
mix of traditional and non-traditional
melodies and Hebrew and English
readings. Saturday morning services
begin at 9:30 and follow a more
traditional program, including Torah
reading and a discussion of the week’s
Torah portion by our Rabbi (often
noting how the parsha coincides with
contemporary issues). We’re usually
able to enjoy snacks and, for those who
“partake,” a shot of “a little something”
by noon.
If you’re not a regular attendee of
services, let me suggest you give it a
three or four week trial. I believe you’ll
find the experience worthwhile.
Take the time to “experience the
community.”
– Paul Glaser, Ritual Committee Chair

Holiday Cards for You to Make or the
Jewish Holiday Party Book. Other
books (with similar titles) are Jewish
Party Book: A Contemporary Guide to
Customs, Crafts, and Foods and Seasons
for Celebration: A Contemporary Guide
to the Joys, Practices and Traditions of
the Jewish Holidays.
These are only a sample of the many
more Chanukah books we own. Come,
create your family’s memories and
enjoy our own library’s season of
“de-lights!”
– Sherry Wiesman

President’s Message
(cont’d from p. 2)
PVC pipe. Just to clarify, this is not a
matter of competition but rather
providing opportunities for you and
your families to express yourselves as
Jews. At this point the issue of the
December Dilemma becomes a nonissue, because you will have created
Jewish holiday memories that will carry
you and your family throughout your
lives.

Welcome Wonderful Wishes…
A very, very big TODAH RABAH to...
BARRY ROSE for his donation of an LCD projector!
We are now able to turn the social hall into a movie theatre!
FAMILY ANONYMOUS for their generous donation of two more long lightweight
tables for use in the social hall!
We’re still wishing for…
✡ New lightweight 8-foot long tables for the social hall.
(We purchase them at Sam’s. Prices: 8’ long tables are $70.00 each.
60” round tables are $100.00 each. We are tax exempt.)

By the way, one easy tradition to
include for this year’s Chanukah
celebration—make a point of attending
the Men’s Club Latke Lunch. The food
is wonderful, and it is a great
opportunity for sharing some fun
and fellowship with your family at CKI.
I hope to see you all there. Don’t forget
those Chanukah lights.

✡ New 3- or 6-foot long bookshelf (with 3 shelves) for the library on which we
can house our growing Dr. Daniel and Lisa Schulman Young Adult Library
acquisitions. (Check out the one we have in the library. It isn’t tall, because it
stands in front of the windows.)

Chag Sameach,

Parashat HaShavu’a – Weekly Torah Portions

CKI BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT, Perry Pitzele
EXECUTIVE VP, Jack Fishman
VP/Education, Anita Hornung
VP/Sisterhood, Rochelle Fosco
RECORDING SECRETARY,
Carole Burstein
TREASURER, Marc Zemel
FINANCIAL SECRETARY,
Chuck Zimmerman
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT,
Paul Glaser

Please keep those wishes coming true!!
Thank you!

December 6
9 Kislev

Vayetze – Genesis 30:14-31:16
Haftarah: Hosea 12:13-14:10

December 13
16 Kislev

Vayishlah – Genesis 34:1-35:15
Haftarah: Obadiah 1:1-21

December 20
23 Kislev

Birkat Hachodesh
Vayeshev – Genesis 38:1-38:30
Haftarah: Amos 2:6-3:8

December 22
25 Kislev

First Day Chanukah (2nd candle)
Numbers 7:1-17

December 23
26 Kislev

Second Day Chanukah (3rd candle)
Numbers 7:18-29

December 24
27 Kislev

Third Day Chanukah (4th candle)
Numbers 7:24-35

December 25
28 Kislev

Fourth Day Chanukah (5th candle)
Numbers 7:30-41

December 26
29 Kislev

Fifth Day Chanukah (6th candle)
Numbers 7:36 -47

December 27
30 Kislev

Rosh Chodesh Tevet
Sixth Day Chanukah (7th candle)
Miketz – Genesis 41:53-43:15
Maftir: Numbers 28:9-15; Numbers 7:42-47
Haftarah: Zechariah 2:14-4:7

December 28
1 Tevet

Rosh Chodesh Tevet
Seventh Day Chanukah (8th candle)
Numbers 28:1-15; Numbers 7:48-53

December 29
2 Tevet

Last Day Chanukah
Numbers 7:54-8:4
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findyourself
inShul!
ShulisGood!

CKI COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Social Action
ovember was a very busy month for
Social Action. Thank you to all who
participated in the mitzvah of the Blood
Drive by giving blood and to those of
you who assisted us by volunteering
with the organization of the drive.

N

We also sponsored a help desk for the
Kane County Health Department. We
invited the County to come to CKI as an
agent for the State of Illinois All-Kids
Health Insurance program. If your
family needs health insurance, you may
be eligible to enroll your children.
Doctor’s visits, dental care, vision care,
mental health services, emergency
services, hospital services, surgery, and
prescription drugs are covered by this
program. For those of you who were
unable to be present on November 16,
but whose families are in need of health
insurance, it is not too late.
You may still enroll your family by
contacting the Kane County Health
Department at: 847-695-0848 or
630-897-1124, or www.kanehealth.com/
kid_care.htm or www.allkidscovered.com.
Our long awaited HODS (Halachic
Organ Donation Society) program was

Yom Kippur Sermon
n the Torah, in the Book of Numbers
(Chapters 23 and 24), Israel receives a
blessing from a non-Jew named Balaam,
and one of the things that Balaam says is
that Israel is “a people that dwells apart,
not numbered among the nations.” From
this comes the legend that there are 70
nations in the world, and also, not
counted among them, Israel.

I

Today, on Yom Kippur, we seem especially
to be a people dwelling apart. Last week,
for instance, my daughter couldn’t attend
the first meeting of her school’s
Multicultural Club because it fell on Rosh
Hashanah.
We don’t even fit into the Multicultural
Club!
(To her great credit, the supervisor
laughed for a full minute when she
learned about that.)
Recently I was privileged to teach at
Bartlett High School, explaining how

held on November 23. We were very
proud to welcome Dr. Noam Stadlan
who spoke to us on the very important
topic of organ donation as it relates to
halachic and medical ethics issues.
REMEMBER: Even if you have previously
signed your driver’s license as an organ
donor, you must again sign the new
State of Illinois data base which went
into effect on Jan. 1, 2006. If you signed
previous to this date, you are NOT
included in the organ donor program.
For more information visit the official
State of Illinois organ donation site at:
http://www.lifegoeson.com/
Spotlight on “the” Stage
Don’t forget that Social Action recycles
a variety of items: We collect used ink
cartridges and laser cartridges which
are recycled in exchange for copy paper
used by the synagogue. Don’t throw
away your old cell phone! Cell phones
don’t belong in the landfills. Bring your
old cell phone to CKI. The cell phones
we collect are refurbished and given to
poor and elderly persons who need to
make emergency calls to 9-1-1. (Don’t
forget to remove your SIM card from

ADULT EDUCATION - Barbara Sharf
BY-LAWS - Malcolm Morris
CEMETERY - Jeff Rifken
ENDOWMENT - Charles Zimmerman
FUNDRAISING - Anita Hornung
HA KOL EDITOR - Ron Razowsky
HOUSE - Dan Marshall
MEMBERSHIP - Dr. Joe Rosenfeld
PUBLICITY - Melinda Abrams, Marcie Monteith
RITUAL - Paul Glaser
SOCIAL ACTION - Sherry Wiesman, Fern Raben, Tina Wolf
YOUTH ACTIVITIES - Liza Bachrach
To contact a Committee Chairperson,
call CKI at 847-741-5656

the phone. ) Collection receptacles are
on the stage in the social hall.
Food Pantry
As always, we invite you to remember
the hungry in our community each time
you come to CKI. Please bring one or
more non-perishable items which we
collect for the Crisis Center Food Pantry.
We have a collection cupboard located
to your immediate right as you enter
CKI from the parking lot entrance.*
–Fern Raben and Sherry Wiesman
Social Action Co-Chairs
* Items are not accepted on Jewish holidays,
including Shabbat.

[Delivered October 9, 2008, by Rabbi Jonathan Kohn]
Judaism is different. The school invited
five speakers on different days, each on a
different religions. They called it Human
Geography.
I began my presentation by telling the
Bartlett students,“Whenever I say
anything about another religion, you
should be very aware of who these words
are coming from. I’m a rabbi. I know
something about religions other than my
own, but they’re not my field of expertise.
I think that Judaism is the cat’s pajamas,
and I would never choose to follow any
other path, so when I say anything of
which you are the least bit doubtful, then
check it out. You have other speakers
coming, and they know more about their
subjects than I do. Don’t take what I say
for granted. Remember, it’s a rabbi telling
you these things.”
And then I asked the students,“Can you
name a central religious value?” For some
religions, it’s getting into heaven. For
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others, it’s faith in God. For others still, it’s
immortality, or submission to God’s will, or
enlightenment, or bliss. For pagans,
perhaps, it’s power. And if we consider
other ideologies that might count as
religions, then for socialism it’s fairness,
and for capitalism, prosperity.
But for Judaism, and I believe for Judaism
alone, it’s goodness. All religions, of
course, value goodness, each in its own
way, but Judaism is the only one that puts
it at the center.
I told the students,“I’m going to present
one piece of evidence for this. It’s not an
absolute proof, but I think that it’s very
good evidence.”
And I explained to them about this day of
Yom Kippur. Here we are, gathered in shul
on the holiest day of the year. We reflect
on our transgressions, take account of the
past year, remember those whom we may
have hurt, work to set things right with

(continued on p. 8)

Yom Kippur Sermon
(cont’d from p. 7)
them and undo any damage that we may
have caused, ask their forgiveness, and
resolve to mend our ways.
We take for granted that these are
important acts of a religious holiday, but
we are the only people in the world who
do it. (“Check me on this.”) Of all the
religions in the world, no one else has a
holiday about being good. Submission,
yes, and resurrection, and salvation, and
enlightenment, and self-discipline, but
there is no other holiday about goodness.
Only the High Holidays, and only in
Judaism.
A few days ago I brought this idea to my
sister, who is a scholar of Arabic. She was
dubious.“Well,” she said,“even if you’re
right, who says that holidays are the only
thing that defines a religion’s values?
What about the number of times a
concept is mentioned in the religion’s
holy scripture?”
I thought about that, and I considered the
question her way, but it still brought me
back to the same conclusion. To show you
why, let me give you three examples, all
from the beginning of the Torah.
First, let’s take the Torah’s very beginning,
the story of Creation. Now, all the religions
in the ancient world had a Creation story.
“This is how the gods created the world,
and first they did this, and they struggled,
and this god formed the world in this way,
and this is how it was ordered, and so it
became the world that we know today.”
We could say, therefore, that the Torah has
just another Creation story, and that it
borrowed elements from the stories of
many other ancient cultures. But there is
one difference. In the Torah, what is the
first act of Creation? God creates light.
What is the second? God sees that the
light is good.
The Torah presents the theme of
goodness at the very beginning. And not
just once. It goes from day to day. The
second day is Monday—well, the Torah
doesn’t mention anything good on that
day. But on Tuesday God judges His
creation good twice, and once on
Wednesday, and once on Thursday, and on
Friday God judges it all to be very good.
Nothing like that is found in any other
ancient Creation story. Not one other
sacred scripture says that the world’s
creation is good. Only the Torah.

My second example comes not much later,
in the story of Adam and Eve. In the Garden
of Eden there are two special trees. One of
them is the Tree of Life. We don’t read much
about it, but it’s there.
Now, all the other ancient cultures seem to
have had this same Tree of Life. It’s related to
the Babylonian epic of Gilgamesh, where a
hero seeks immortality. Trees of Life are
found everywhere, and the Torah seems to
have borrowed one of them to put in its
primeval Garden.
But where in the Garden does the Torah
place that tree? It’s all the way over at the
edge, where it can hardly be seen. We don’t
notice it, and it’s not spoken of. Center stage,
where the action happens, we find a
different tree, the Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Bad, and that tree is found in the
mythical arboretum of no other culture. It’s
in the Torah and nowhere else.
My third example, still right at the beginning
of the Torah, is the Flood. Once again, every
other ancient culture has a story of a great
flood, so that scholars believe that there
must have been a terribly devastating
inundation four or five thousand years ago.
But of all the flood stories of the various
ancient texts, only one is based on people
doing right and wrong. Again, it’s in the
Torah, and nowhere else.

meaning of our holiest day. For us, it’s at
the center.
So our attitude toward goodness is the
first of our differences. Now let me give
you two others.
My work at Bartlett High School included
two periods of student questions. (God
bless those students for what they taught
me.) One unforgettable question was,
“How does Judaism respect other
religions?”
That’s a marvelous question. I’d never
heard it asked before. And here, in Elgin,
there are countless ways that all the
religions show respect for one another,
including working together regularly for
joint projects and services. It has become
hard for us Jews to return in kind the
many generous gestures of respect that
we receive constantly from our good
neighbors. This is a wonderful thing that
we can never take for granted, because
our lives as Jews were not always like this.
America has been different for us, and
God bless its people.

There is one way, though, that Judaism
shows deep respect for our neighbors,
which I think is unique among the
religions. We, and we alone, teach that
others don’t have to follow what we
believe. We don’t say,“There is no way but
This doesn’t mean that the religions of our
the eightfold path, or our road to
non-Jewish neighbors never celebrate doing enlightenment, or our means to achieve
the right thing. It means that it’s not what
serenity, or our door into Heaven.” On the
those religions are about. For us, doing the
contrary, we hold as a firm Talmudic
right thing is not a way to demonstrate our
principle that “all the righteous have a
faith, or to get into heaven, or to be closer to share in the world to come.” In a phrase,
God. It’s not a means to an end at all. It’s the we say that you don’t have to be Jewish.

The “CKI SENIORS”

Lox & Bagel Luncheon
Tuesday, December 9
12:00 noon at CKI
RSVP to phyllisCKI@aol.com or (847) 741-8784
Please respond DEFINITELY NO LATER THAN

Thursday, December 4.
Payment by cash or check at $8.00 per person.
Please make check payable to “Cash.”
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And that’s why we don’t proselytize. Other
people don’t have to do things our way in
order to be good. There is no reason, we
say, that a non-Jew should not eat pork, or
eels, or bats, or what have you. I once
caught an eel, and my father gave it away
to someone else. There was nothing
wrong with that. A good person is a good
person, and he doesn’t have to be Jewish.
People assume that religious wars are
about one group insisting that others
must believe as they do. But when you
think about it, it looks absurd. Imagine
two people in California saying,“I worship
this way.”“Well, I go to that church over
there.”“Okay. Let’s fight.”
That doesn’t happen. The ancient pagans
never had religious wars. No one cared
which god another person worshiped.
But Judaism changed things. People cared
how we worshiped, and so we were
responsible for the first religious war in
history. It was the war of the Maccabees,
the war whose victory we celebrate on
Chanukah.
It was the Jews who said,“Our God cannot
fit into your pantheon.”We were the only
ones who kept our religion apart, and
would have no truck with the gods of the
Greeks. Before we came along, everyone
mixed their gods together, and no one
thought to disrespect a neighbor’s idol. All
the gods were equal, and what difference
did it make, to an ancient pagan, which
temple he worshiped at? But we said, no.
For us there would be only one God,
invisible, omnipresent, and superior.
The Greeks couldn’t understand this. They
became so frustrated that they forbade
the study of Torah.
In response, we began to study and teach
Torah in secret. There is an old legend,
completely fictitious, about this, that
when we went into the woods to study, a
Greek soldier would come up to us and
ask,“Are you studying Torah?”
“No, officer,” we would answer.“Studying
Torah is illegal.” And then we would each
take out a Chanukah dreidel and say,“We
were gambling.”
“Gambling?” the soldier would say.“Very
good. But don’t let me catch you
studying.”
The turning point that drove us to war
was the prohibition of circumcision, B’rit
Milah. We can study surreptitiously and
no one may know, but with B’rit Milah the
truth will out.

So we fought for the right to be different,
to follow our own way with our own
people. That was the first religious war.
But after we brought religious war to the
world, it seems that the world didn’t know
what to do with it. And we assume now, as
a matter of course, that religious wars are
fought to enforce the principle that
“everyone must believe what I believe.”
Not us. We never did that. All we fought
for was the freedom to live our own way.
We never said that others had to be
Jewish. And of all the signs of respect for
our neighbors, this is the greatest. It’s the
second way that Judaism is different.
Now, if the first difference is about
goodness, and the second is about peace,
the third is about life. Judaism is different
from other religions in the way that our
people love life.
Once again, every religion loves life. But
many have a problem with it. Buddhism,
for instance, sees much of life as pain, and
seeks to transcend life into Nirvana.
Hinduism sees life as a cycle of
reincarnation from which the wise seek to
escape. And other religions love life by
seeking to conquer death, so that the life
of this world pales into insignificance
against the afterlife, which is utterly
different from life here as we know it.
Judaism’s response is,“Lechayim. To life.”
It’s a love of life pure and simple,
unmediated.“I have given you life and
death,” says the Torah,“the blessing and
the curse, therefore choose life.” Moses
tells us that God’s commandments are
“our life and the length of our days.” For
us, it’s all right here. Life isn’t something to
be overcome or transcended. We love it
just as it is, on its own terms.
Now, strictly speaking, this wasn’t always
true. In fact, the central difference
between the ancient Sadducees and the
Pharisees (who became the ancestors of
our rabbis) was that the Pharisees insisted
that the resurrection of the dead was
revealed in Torah, and they interpreted
Torah to prove it so. We even have the
Resurrection mentioned as a basic
principle, right near the beginning of
every Amidah.
But you’ve never heard rabbis talk of it
much. Today it’s,“What happens after
death is in God’s hands, and so it must be
good. We’ll find out more when our time
comes.” Something happened in the last
thousand years that increased our love of
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Honorable
Menschen...
…to FERN RABEN and SHERRY
WIESMAN for another successful
Heartland Blood Drive on
November 16.
…to DEBBIE STONE for her
continuous efforts in sorting the
food in our food cupboard and
delivering it to the Community
Crisis Center of Elgin's food
pantry.
…to MAXINE TUREK for being
named to membership in the
Elgin Sports Hall of Fame.
Congratulations!

life so much that resurrection pales now
in importance. What happened is unclear,
but I think it might have had to do with
the redaction of the Talmud.
If you’ve ever seen a page of Talmud, then
you know that it’s different from any other
kind of book. Each page is set up like a
series of concentric rectangles. In the
center, in large letters, is the main text. In
the next rectangle out, on each side, is the
commentary of a later generation, from
the early Middle Ages on one side, and
from one or two centuries later on the
other. Around that are wrapped later
commentaries still. And all of them are
conversing across the same page.“I say
such and such.”“You must be wrong, and I
can show you.”“No, what he meant was
different.” And some of the commentators
might be living now, and some were living
at an earlier time, and some still earlier,
and they’re all talking across the page, so
that at any point where you open the
Talmud you find generations bound
together by loud arguments across the
centuries.
Each of our lives in this world is terribly
short. I had mentioned on Rosh Hashanah
the museum hourglass that represented
the history of all life, and its one grain of
sand that stood for all human civilization.

(continued on p. 11)

Donation Information

December Birthdays

I/We would like to make a donation to
the following CKI fund:
Fund: _______________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________________________
Amount Enclosed: $ ___________________________________
Please indicate
䊐 In Honor of
䊐 In Memory of
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Make your check payable to:
Congregation Kneseth Israel
330 Division Street, Elgin IL 60120
Consider a gift to the Congregation Kneseth Israel Endowment Fund through one
of our income for life plans:
CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUSTS in which you transfer funds into a trust or mutual
fund that pays you income.
CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES in which you purchase an annuity and receive income.
All have significant tax advantages.
For further information, please call or write:
Charles Zimmerman, Chairman, phone 847-741-5656
Congregation Kneseth Israel Endowment Fund, 330 Division Street, Elgin, IL 60120

Special Funds
The following funds are available for your generous donations:
Seltzer Music & Cultural Arts Endowment Fund – Jewish cultural
enrichment programs
CKI Education Fund – Support Torah School
Clara Wechter Education Fund – Support Torah School
Endowment Fund – See the President
General Fund – For multi-purpose use
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund – Needs decided by Rabbi
Lee Miller Book Fund – New books for Library
Lillian Roth Scholarship Fund – See the President
Major Gifts – $5,000 and up. See the President
Memorial Plaques – $300.00
Prayer Book Fund – Chumash is $60
Shalom Academy – Pre-school Jewish Education
Simon C. & Ruth L. Kaplan Torah Fund – Repair of Torah scrolls
Sisterhood Flower Fund – Pulpit flowers
Sisterhood Vision Fund – Large-type Siddur $50
Tree of Life – Leaf is $100
USY/Kadima Youth Group – Support for programs for our United Synagogue Youth
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3
4
5
5
6
6
6
7
9
10
11
17
17
18
18
19
21
22
23
23
23
24
24
25
28
29
29
31
31

Norman Agins
Amy Fosco
Rachel Rubin
Michael McCarthy
Michael Schwartz
Luke Peterson
Emily Rosen
Rachel Bloomberg
Laurie Winner
Geoffrey Lindow
Jared Epstein
Benjamin Schillmoeller
Max Bush
Ken Jacoby
Teddi Stanczak
Robin Seigle
Malcolm Morris
Riva Kohn
Michael Finger
Marina Fink
Ian Goozh
Scott St. Pierre
Yasmin Baxter
Leonard Winner
Alyssa Lynn Kendall
David Barrash
Debbie Abrams
Marc Zemel
Joseph Radest

December
Anniversaries
8
8
17
18
20
23
23
31

Pearle & Ed Brody
Elizabeth & Jack Fishman
Nancy & Charles Zimmerman
Steven Lekah & Marina Fink
Mike & Debbie Poper
Adrienne & Gerald Himmelfarb
Lisa & Stuart Kravis
Derwin & Laura Narvaez

Acknowledgements

In Our Family

Generous Donations

R’FUAH SH’LEIMAH – GET WELL

GENERAL FUND
Speedy recovery to Cheryl Stanczak
Dr. Joseph & Maureen Rosenfeld
BIll, Jana, & Jacob McFarlane
Speedy recovery to Ron Raben
Dr. Joseph & Maureen Rosenfeld
BIll, Jana, & Jacob McFarlane
Speedy recovery to Paul Miller
BIll, Jana, & Jacob McFarlane
In honor of Paul Glaser and Joe
Rosenfeld
Michael & Marla Finger
In honor of Rich Kruth, for his
thoughtfulness to send that pivotal
email
BIll, Jana, & Jacob McFarlane

Fern Raben
Rose Goldstein
Lisa Schulman
Sherry Wiesman
Shirley Friedman
Herman Loeb

CKI EDUCATION FUND
For Fern and Ron Raben’s continued
good health
David and Rosalie Goodman
In honor of Ken Jacoby and his
wonderful and spiritual ability to
welcome the New Year with the
blowing of the Shofar.
Brad , Anita, Sarah, and Emily Burker
In honor of Samuel Patrick for
sharing his wonderful grandparents,
Susan and Marc Zemel, with us.
Bran, Anita, Sarah, and Emily Burker
In honor of Christopher and Paul
Miller for their wonderful smiles and
helping hands during the Men’s Club
Movie Night!
CKI Popcorn eaters
USY/KADIMA
In honor of Dr. Ken Jacoby for helping
us all to fulfill the commandment to
hear the shofar on the High Holidays
Dr. Joe & Maureeen Rosenfeld
In honor of Paul Miller, our thoughts
are with you and we wish you a
speedy recovery.
The Bachrach Marshall Family
CKI SISTERHOOD
In honor of Wanda Pitzele
Michael & Marla Finger
TREE OF LIFE
Leaf: DINA LILLY SHARON
July 1, 2008
(From Sue and Dick Johnson)
Leaf: JENNIFER AND YONI
OINOUNOU
11-15-2008
(from Michael & Marla Finger)

David Goodman
Pearle Brody
Rebecca Eagels
Cheryl Stanczak
Ron Raben
Paul Miller

May God bring speedy and complete
healing to you and all others who are ill
among the people of Israel.

TODAH RABAH!! THANK YOU!!

Dear Friends,
My heartfelt thanks for your
cards, donations in honor of my
return to good health, meals...
and especially, your prayers.
I have another long road ahead,
and I carry all of your good
wishes in my heart.
Hope to see you , soon.
Cheryl Stanczak

Yom Kippur Sermon
(cont’d from p. 9)
How thin must we cut that one grain of
sand to distinguish a long life from a short
one?
But for us, it doesn’t matter, We have this
time now, and others have an earlier or a
later time, and it doesn’t keep us apart.
Once I was privileged to visit Poland with
a group of rabbis—and let me tell you, if
you are going to visit Poland, that’s the
way to do it. We came to the Jewish
cemetery of Warsaw—not a camp, but a
good healthy cemetery, very old, with
markers on top of one another just like
buildings in the abstract paintings of the
City of Jerusalem. We would visit one
marker, and a colleague would say,“I know
him. I was just reading what he said a
couple of months ago.”
And our guide would answer,“Come over
here this way. There’s someone else I want
you to meet.”
We were all there together, and some
were on one side of life’s divide and some
on the other, but it didn’t prevent our
meeting, and the dialogue still continued.

So you won’t hear from us,“This isn’t the
world that counts.” (We have texts that
say it, but their importance has faded.)
And you won’t hear that our highest
ambition is death for the sake of God.
Our love of life is not involved with death.
We love life regardless. Death does not
modify our love. We don’t wrestle with
death, we wrestle with God. Our love of
life is pure, simple, and unmodified.
It’s not,“May we gain life eternal in
heaven.” It’s,“Lechayim.”
We are “a people that dwells apart, not
numbered among the nations.” And our
three differences from other people can
be summed up in the prayer that we
recite every Saturday, before we remove
the Torah scrolls, as we stand before the
open Ark:
“Answer our prayer, and the prayer of all
Your people Israel, for good, for life, and
for peace. Amen.”
Please rise, now, as we prepare to recite
the Yizkor memorial service. ✡

We’re working on a NEW issue of the
BLUE BOOK !

If there are changes you want to make, please
contact Phyllis Lesser with the corrected
information!.
Email: PhyllisCKI@aol.com
Phone: (847) 741-8784
Mail: 756 Ruth Drive, Elgin, IL 60123
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Yahrtzeiten
We recall with loving memory those whose yahrtzeiten are commemorated
during the coming weeks, and those whose names are read in the
Synagogue at Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services
during the month of December. It is appropriate for members of their
families to be present when these names are read.
Nov 29

Dec 1

Dorothy Rosenbaum

Dec 6

Dec 9

Evelyn Schack*

Ghadosh*

Nov 29

Dec 2

Gary John Seigle*

Dec 6

Dec 10

Sylvia Hymen*

Dec 20

Nov 29

Dec 3

Melvin Ruben*

Dec 6

Dec 11

Dr. Joseph Bachrach*

Dec 20

Dec 26

Leo Greenberg*

Nov 29

Dec 4

William Sharf*

Dec 6

Dec 11

Adolph Frisch

Dec 20

Dec 26

Anna Singer*

Nov 29

Dec 4

Isaac Kreeger*

Dec 6

Dec 11

Joseph Silins*

Dec 20

Dec 26

Sadie Salstone*

Nov 29

Dec 4

Gertrude Mestetsky*

Dec 6

Dec 12

Micky Burstein*

Dec 27

Dec 27

Bessie Wiener

Nov 29

Dec 4

Mary Greenberg

Dec 6

Dec 12

Abraham Goldstein

Dec 27

Dec 27

Charles Rogoff*

Nov 29

Dec 5

Walter Kohlhagen*

Dec 6

Dec 12

Ida Kreeger Marks*

Dec 27

Dec 27

Beverly Fishman

Dec 6

Dec 6

Helen Skolnik

Dec 5

Dec 12

Anna Raffelson*

Dec 27

Dec 28

Helen Louise Rys

Dec 6

Dec 6

Emma Vopner Salk*

Dec 13

Dec 13

Frank Brodsky*

Dec 27

Dec 28

Helen Cooper*

Dec 25

Lora Seigle*

Dec 6

Dec 6

Charles Fox

Dec 13

Dec 13

Ann Hyman Swerdlow*

Dec 27

Dec 28

Suzanna Massouda Levi*

Dec 6

Dec 8

Zelta Sklute*

Dec 13

Dec 14

Irving Spitzer

Dec 27

Dec 28

Esther Flowers*

Dec 6

Dec 8

Paul Greenberg*

Dec 13

Dec 14

Tom Arnold

Dec 27

Dec 29

Ann Jacoby

Dec 6

Dec 9

Herman Boskind*

Dec 13

Dec 15

Rabbi Abraham Rose*

Dec 27

Dec 29

Nancy Ashcraft*

Dec 6

Dec 9

Rose I. Goodman*

Dec 13

Dec 17

Bessie Strickman*

Dec 27

Dec 30

Sarah Shatz*

Dec 13

Dec 17

Clara Wechter*

Dec 27

Dec 31

Rhea Herzberg*

Dec 13

Dec 17

Avrom Blumberg

Dec 27

Dec 31

Earl Lesser*

Dec 13

Dec 17

Augusta Hass

Dec 27

Dec 31

Idelle Sherman*

Dec 13

Dec 18

Anna Herzberg

Dec 27

Jan 1

Geronima Quisano

Dec 13

Dec 18

Leo Cooper*

Dec 27

Jan 1

Rachel Polis*

Dec 13

Dec 18

Dr. Wilbur Simon*

Dec 27

Jan 2

Nathan Breen*

Dec 13

Dec 18

Clare Mell*

Dec 27

Jan 2

Lilllian Grosken

Dec 27

Jan 2

Beatrice Wohl Shatzkin*

Dec 13

Dec 19

Mordechai Ableman*

Dec 20

Dec 22

Rose Schwartz*

Dec 20

Dec 23

Esther Iseberg*

Dec 20

Dec 23

Meyer Moshe Kohan

There are two dates listed above on our yahrtzeit list.
The first is the day of the service at which the name are read.
The second is the actual date of the yahrtzeit, and memorial
candles should be lit on the preceding evening. An asterisk after
a name indicates that a plaque is affixed to the Memorial Tablet.
KINDLE THE SHABBAT CANDLES
Dec. 5 ................4:01 PM
Dec. 12 ..............4:02 PM
Dec. 19 ..............4:04 PM
Dec. 26 ..............4:08 PM

NOTE: Shabbat ends one (1) hour after
candlelighting time on Saturday night.
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CKI Marketplace
Scott H. Budd
Financial Advisor
1140-A N. McLean Blvd
Elgin, IL 60123-1782
Bus: 847-741-4447
Fax: 888-806-4706
800-440-7242
scott.budd@edwardjones.com
www. edwardjones.com
MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

E O M S

Elgin Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Drs. Finger & Bennett, Ltd.
www. Elginoms.com
Michael B. Finger D.D.S.
Anthony J. Bennett D.D.S.
Diplomates, American Board of
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
1425 N. McLean Blvd. #200
Elgin, IL 60123

Phone: (847) 697-6868
Fax: (847) 697-8355

Dr. Joseph Rosenfeld
Psy.D., C.R.A.D.C.
Clinical Psychologist

1595 Weld Road
Suite 5
Elgin, IL 60123

847-429-1875
Fax: 847-429-1876

M ARSHALL
A RC H I T E C T S
Creative Residential and Commercial Design

630.584.7820
www.MarshallArchitects.com

’S
M
O
T

Electrolysis: a safe and permanent
method of hair removal

Bartlett
Electrolysis, Inc.
d
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Cheryl Stanczak,
C.S.T., L.E.

Certified Surgical Technologist
Licensed Electrologist

(630) 776-3272

Please...support our advertisers!
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CKI Marketplace
Proudly Serving the Fox Valley Since 1940
The Heart of the Historic District of Elgin

O’Connor – Leetz
FUNERAL HOME P.C.
364 Division Street
Elgin, Illinois 60120
www.oconnor-leetz.com

Leetz Legal Service P.C.
847 717 0558

Support CKI... advertise in HaKol!!

Larry’s Home
Maintenance
847.338.1644
Drywall
Painting

Tom & Donna Leetz
Elgin Family Owned and Operated

We are
proud to serve

Congregation Kneseth Israel.
C H I C A G O
J

Wall & Floor Tile

(847) 741-1400 Bus.
(847) 741-1473 Fax

E

W

I

S

H

F U N E R A L S
L T D

Electrical

The way it should be.

888.509.5011

www.chicagojewishfunerals.com

From room remodeling
to changing a faucet,
call Larr y Bernstein.
www.LarrysHomeMaintenance.com

A R R A N G E M E N T S I N O U R C H A P E L O R I N YO U R H O M E
SERVING CHICAGO AND THE SUBURBS

INDEPENDENT. JEWISH OWNED. SINCE 1997.

195 NORTH BUFFALO GROVE RD. • BUFFALO GROVE , ILLINOIS 60089-1703

CKI Marketplace

ART+ PORTRAITS
BY ZAHAVA
Done from your favorite photo

Zahava Raz
Artist

Lawrence F. Berg, M.D., S.C.

2350 Royal Blvd. Suite 500 Elgin, Illinois 60123

(847) 697-3800

Diplomate American Board of Otolaryngology
Head and Neck Surgery

Call for an appointment
847-888-7470

Ear, Nose & Throat
Hearing Evaluation & Advanced Hearing Aids
Dizziness Evaluation & Treatment
Facial Plastic Surgery
ENT Allergy

Also still life, pet portraits, wall art
Excellent likenesses
Holiday gifts, Bar Mitvah gifts
Valentine and Mother’s Day gifts

Charles M.
Zimmerman

Jana E
McFarlane
graphicdesigner

4 Ash Court
Streamwood, Illinois
60107
Tel 630.483.7330
Cell 630.464.6429
jemcfarlane @ earthlink.net

Attorney
At Law

162 E. Chicago Street
P.O. Box 5866
Elgin, Illinois 60121
Phone (847) 931-5063
Fax (847) 931-5074

CONGREGATION
KNESETH ISRAEL

FIRST CLASS MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE

330 Division Street
Elgin, Illinois
60120-5685

PAID
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ELGIN, IL 60120

Return Service Requested

Shabbat Services:

December 2008
1

Confirmation Class
USY Board meeting

6:30 pm
8:00 pm

2

CKI Board meeting

7:30 pm

3

Hebrew Class

5
6

7

9

Friday evenings
Saturday mornings

7:30 pm
9:30 am

10

Hebrew Class
Chanukah Bazaar
Men’s Club meeting – Portillo’s, Streamwood
ORDER FUNDABILITY CERTIFICATES

5:00 pm

12-14

8th Grade Shabbaton

Family Shabbat Service – Bet Class

7:30 pm

13

Junior Congregation

Chanukah Bazaar Setup
Kadima/USY Event: Ice Skating at Leafs Ice Center

6:30 pm
7:00 pm

14

School, followed by Chanukah Party at 11:15 am
Men’s Club (now famous) Latke Lunch (see flyer)
Chanukah Bazaar

9:00 am-noon

15

Confirmation Class

6:30 pm

noon
7:00 pm

17

Hebrew Class
PICK UP FUNDABILITY CERTIFICATES

5:00 pm

21-31

Winter Recess
No School – School resumes Wednesday, Jan. 7
USY International Convention – D.C. (through 12/28)

21

Erev Chanukah – Light the first candle!

22

First Day of Chanukah

School
Chanukah Bazaar
Senior Lox & Bagel Lunch
Sisterhood Board meeting

• Find insight
• Find meaning
• Find community
• Find yourself
• Find Shabbat
Come to services and find it all!

5:00 pm
during school
6:30 pm

10:00 am

noon
9:00 am-noon

