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330 Division Street 

Elgin, Illinois 60120 

Ph: 847.741.5656 

Fax: 847.741.5924 
Av—Elul 

  August 2020 

Hope. Tikvah. Now that 
we are past the obser-

vance of Tisha B’av, I want to talk 
about hope. It can seem difficult to 
find in times like this. At the end of 
June I spoke on a panel at Gail  
Borden Public Library on precisely 
this topic. And yes, it is possible to 
find hope.  

Hope is in the celebrations that will 
happen in August. First is Tu B’av, 
the Jewish celebration of love. Love 
brings hope. And while we are on 
love, we will be celebrating at least 
two weddings this month. I am  

impressed with the resiliency of our 
young people who are finding ways 
to celebrate their love, even if their 
plans have had to change. Mazel tov 
to Deanna Phelan and Matt Smith 
and to Chandler Abrams and Carlos. 
Both brides celebrated their B’not 
Mitzvah at CKI. The love that these 
couples feel for one another brings 
me hope.  

We have a Bat Mitzvah this month 
too. On Shabbat morning, August 15, 
during our regular Shabbat morning 
service Rochelle Tremmel will  

From the Rabbi ’s Study 

This summer is unlike any 
summer in my memory, 
causing some celebrations 

to be delayed or cancelled. 

But the calendar is not delayed or  
cancelled. We have made it through 
spring and now we are in the midst of 
summer. Fall is soon to follow. At our 
house it is sometimes hard to tell what 
day it is…well, unless it is Thursday, 
grocery day or the weekend and  
services. Somehow the weekend  
remains special. The days may dally, 
but the weeks go speedily. 

As we approach fall and schools return  

in some fashion, we will once again 
celebrate the High Holidays. We all 
have traditions, many that we will not 
be able to do this year, but the holidays 
will still happen. Our services will not 
be in our building, but we will have 
services. Details are being discussed.  
New traditions will begin. Recipes will 
be shared so we can be together even 
while we are apart.  Most importantly, 
we should reach out to neighbors and 
friends. Let me know if there is  
anything CKI can do for you.  We are 
stronger together than alone.   

Stay safe, stay healthy.    

             —Risa Cohen, 847-917-1352 
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become a Bat Mitzvah.  

She has been studying faithfully for 
this day, every single week on 
FaceTime from her home. The  
celebration will be on Zoom. You will 
need to register to attend and, if you 
do, you are invited to pick up some 
sweets at CKI on the afternoon of the 
14th from 3-5 PM. When you come, 
please bring some non-perishable 
food for her Mitzvah project with the 
MORE Center in Marengo. Mean-
while, we have also begun working 
with next year’s crop of B’nei Mitzvah 
kids. Four of them! Our ability to find 
new ways to celebrate brings me 
hope. 

Hope is in our teachers’ commit-
ment to teach and to learn. They 
have been meeting all summer, 
reading books, studying Pirke 
Avot, and talking about the best 
technology platforms to make 
your children’s learning the best 
possible experience. They are 
committed to making sure every 
child at CKI learns all of the 
beauty of Judaism and that everyone 
has access. Their commitment and 
their friendship bring me hope. 

Under Risa Cohen’s capable  
guidance, hope is in your leadership 
team’s ability to find ways to make 
sure that CKI can function in the  
safest and most appropriate ways to 
keep every member engaged,  
connected and safe, including the 
most vulnerable amongst us, fulfilling 
the Jewish value of pekuach nefesh, 
saving a life. Some of that leadership 
team, under Treasurer Sandi Phelan, 
is working on securing the financial 
health of the synagogue. Some,  
under Dan Rich, are working on  
technology issues. Some, under  
Ritual Vice President Dan Knopoff, 
are working on redesigning the High 
Holidays to make them meaningful…
and well, hopeful. Some, under 
House Manager Brock Friedman, are 
making sure that the building is  

maintained and ready for our return.  
 

One of the highlights of July was the 
news that CKI received our second 
Homeland Security Grant. In addition, 
some of the projects from the current 
grant were completed in July. Thanks 
to Robin Coyne and her security team 
for shepherding these projects 
through.  

We still offer four services, every 
week. We still offer a full range of 
adult study programs. We still teach 
Torah School. We still facilitate life 
cycle events: B’nei Mitzvah,  
weddings, milestone birthdays and 
anniversaries and sadly, when  

necessary, funerals and shivas. All of 
these bring me hope. These are our  
concrete, tangible measures of hope.  

Chesed: Lovingkingness 

How does Chesed, lovingkindness, 
relate to hope? Hope in English is 
somewhat abstract, a sense of  
expectation. I hope I’ll finish my  
writing in time. I hope I can get my 
hair cut. I hope I can see my family. I 
hope the tomatoes ripen before the 
bunnies get them. Hope in Hebrew 
(tikvah) is a little more concrete. It 
also means cord or rope. It is a thin 
thread we can cling to when the 
world seems out of control.  

How does a rope bring hope? I 
learned this studying with my adult 
Hebrew class. Wendy McFadden, 
who is the editor of the Church of the 
Brethren Press, came to class asking 
this very question. We studied it  
 

together and I am grateful to be  
reminded of this teaching. 

In the Book of Jeremiah, “For I know 
the plans I have for you,” declares the 
Lord, “plans for welfare and not for 
evil, to give you a future and a hope 
[tikvah]” (Jeremiah 29:11). How is it 
possible that a rope can give me 
hope? I can cling to God and cry out 
with the psalmist, “For You are my 
hope [tikvah], O Lord God; You are 
my trust from my youth" (Psalm 
71:5).  

But the connection between rope and 
hope? It comes from the actions, the 
deeds of lovingkindness of a woman 

of ill repute—a prostitute—
Rahab by name in the Book of 
Joshua. Joshua and Caleb were 
scouting out Jericho to attack it. 
Rahab, defying the king’s  
orders, helps them by hiding 
them.  Rahab is in a vulnerable 
place and tells the spies, "I know 
that the Lord has given you this 
land and that a great fear of you 
has fallen on us, so that all who 

live in this country are melting in fear 
because of you” (Joshua 2:9). It 
sounds hopeless.  

She asks the spies to swear an oath 
that when Jericho is conquered, they 
will let Rahab and her family live. The 
spies say to Rahab, “We shall be free 
from this oath unless when we come 
into the land, you tie this cord of  
scarlet thread [tikvah] in the window  
through which you let us down and 

    From the Rabbi’s Study... 

To reach the Rabbi during the 
pandemic, please call her cell 

number: 978-590-8268. 
If there is an illness in the  

family or the loss of a loved one, 
please call CKI @ 847-741-5656, 

so that your CKI family can  
contact you and be of help. 
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CKI BOARD MEMBERS 
President – Risa Cohen 

Immediate Past President – Dick Johnson 
Executive Vice-President – Robin Coyne 

Treasurer – Sandi Phelan 
Financial Secretary – Charlie Neuman 
Recording Secretary – Barb Edelstein 

VP of Education – (available) 
 

CKI COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
Adult Education – (available) 

Bylaws – Rachel Newby 
Cemetery – Dick Johnson 

CKI Cares – Karen & Al Bender 
Director of Education – Heather Weiser 

Fundraising – Robin Seigle 
HaKol Editor – Peg Lehman 

CKI Music Director – Stewart Levin 

House Manager – Brock Friedman 
Keruv – (available) 

Kitchen – Theresa Friedman 
Membership – Ken Jacoby 

Publicity – Brad Burker 
Ritual – Dan Knopoff 

Roth Scholarship – Maureen Manning 
Tikkun Olam – (available) 

Vision – (available) 
Youth Activities – Liza Bachrach 

 
To contact, call CKI at 847-741-5656 

Peg’s CKI Office Hours 

During the Pandemic 

Monday: 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Tuesday: 11:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

Wednesday: 11:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

Thursday: 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Friday: 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Please remember to write checks to 
Congregation Kneseth Israel and note 

in the memo what the money is  
intended for.  

 
Thank you! 

August 4, 2020 Zoom @ 9:00 
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gather into the house your father,  
mother and your brothers and all your 
father’s household” (Joshua 2:17-18).  

Because of her acts of chesed, hope and 
courage, the midrash teaches us that 
she converted, married Joshua and their 
descendants included Jeremiah.  

We  must have hope as we prepare for 
Rosh Hodesh Elul, the new moon of the 
month of Elul, the real beginning of the 
preparation for the High Holidays.  Elul 
is an anacronym for “Ani L’dodi v’dodi li, 
I am my beloved and my beloved is 
mine” from Song of Songs, often used at 
Jewish weddings, but also symbolic of 
the love that G-d offers the people of 
Israel. So I hope in G-d’s love for us. I 
also hope in people, in their ability to do 
good, to engage in deeds of loving-
kindness.  

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel taught: 
“Hope is a conviction, rooted in trust…an 
ability to soar above the darkness that 
overshadows the divine” (Israel and the 
Echo of Eternity, page 94). Our job then 
is to defy the darkness.  When the moon 
is fully covered, as it is on the very  
evening of Rosh Hashanah. When we 
can see no light, we continue to hope. 

Edmund Flegg, a 19th Century French 
Jew, taught, “I am a Jew because in  
every age when the cry of despair is 
heard, the Jew hopes.” Rav Kook, the 
first chief rabbi in Israel, taught about 
walking a long distance.  “If you find 
yourself in a dark place, don’t waste 
your time cursing the darkness, just light 
a candle. That is the Jewish way.”   

For us, then, Jewish hope means hang-
ing on to a thread, even if it is a very thin 
thread. It means, even when it is dark, 
we need to light a candle. It means even 
when we have no answers and no  
solutions, our tradition demands that we 
find hope. So this Elul, this Rosh  
Hashanah I engage in acts of loving-
kindness, chesed, and I hope.  
 

 —Rabbi Margaret Frisch Klein 

From the Rabbi’s Study 

 

On Yom Kippur, we remember our dear departed in prayer and 
pledge charitable offerings in their honor. 

It has been the tradition in Congregation Kneseth Israel to publish a  
Memorial Booklet which is distributed on Yom Kippur at the time of 
the Yizkor Service. In this booklet, we list the names of our departed 
loved ones as a tribute to their memory. 

We hope that you will take this opportunity to memorialize your 
loved ones by including their names in the Memorial Booklet.  

All members will receive either a blank form or a form listing your 
names from last year. Please return the form to CKI as soon as  
possible, but no later than Monday, September 7th.  Your enclosed 
offering, which will provide much needed help to maintain the  
Synagogue and Religious School, is greatly appreciated. If you need 
a form or have any questions, please call/text Karen Bender at  
847-651-3209 or email akbender1@gmail.com   
 

Thank you! 

Memorial Booklet  5781 

 

 

Rochelle Tremmel will be 
called to the Torah as a Bat 
Mitzvah on August 15, 2020.  
Rochelle will be an 8th grade 
student at Marengo Middle 
School.   

Rochelle loves to dance Hip 
Hop, make TikTok videos, and 
hang out with friends &  
family.  She rides her bike all 
over town and loves to fish 
and swim, wear makeup and 
go shopping. 

Sharing in this special  
occasion with Rochelle are 

her proud parents, Marcy and Steve Tremmel.  Also sharing this 
wonderful day are the Cohen family and friends, cousins, aunts 
and uncles.   

Rochelle appreciates learning the traditions of being Jewish and 
the way of life from her Jewish education. 

Rochelle Tremmel Bat Mitzvah 

mailto:akbender1@gmail.com
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CKI Book Club Schedule 2020—2021 

Date Book Author Moderator Time 

July 21  (Tues) Zoom Light Fell E. Fallenberg Barb Njus 7:00 pm 

August 18 (Tues) Zoom Stan Lee, A Life in Comics L. Leibovitz Deborah Arendt 7:00 pm 

September 15 (Tues) Zoom The Misunderstood Jew A Levine Gareth Sitz  7:00 pm 

November  TBD    

December No discussion    

January 19 ((Tues) Zoom The Jews Should Keep Quiet R Medoff TBD 
7:00 pm 

February 16 (Tues) Zoom The Book of V A Solomon Risa Cohen 7:00 pm 

March 16 (Tues) Zoom How to Fight Anti-Semitism B Weiss Al Bender 7:00 pm 

April 20  (Tues) Zoom The Assistant B Malamud 
Nancy  

Zimmerman 
7:00 pm 

May 20 (Thurs)  Zoom Kosher Capones J Krause Myrna Rosenbaum 7:00 pm 

June 22 (Tues) Zoom The Alice Network K Quinn Carol Thor 7:00 pm 

July 20 (Tues) Zoom The Choice E Eger Judi Tepe 7:00 pm 

Generous Donations Special Funds 
 

The following funds are available to receive 
your generous donations: 
 

• Clara Wechter Education Fund –  
Supports Torah School and Adult Ed  

• General Fund – For multi-purpose use  
• Jerome & Lillian Roth Scholarship Fund 

See President. 
• Memorial Plaques – $300  
• CKI Youth  Fund – Supports programs for 

our synagogue youth  
• Prayer Book Fund – Siddur is $36;  

Chumash is $60  
• Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund – Needs  

decided by Rabbi  
• Seltzer Music & Cultural Arts Endowment 

Fund – Jewish cultural enrichment  
programs  

• Simon C. & Ruth L. Kaplan Torah Fund 
Repair of Torah scrolls  

• Sisterhood – Supports women’s group’s 
various projects  

• Sisterhood Flower Fund – Pulpit flowers  
• Sisterhood Vision Fund – Large-type  

Siddur is $50  
• Tree of Life – Leaf $125; Rock $1,250 
•  Major Gifts – $5,000 and up. See Pres. 

GENERAL FUND  
Numerous Donations  
• Douglas Bakley 
Donation from Discretionary Fund 
• Simon & Rabbi Margaret Frisch 

Klein 
In memory of  Annie Cohen Shapiro 
London  
• Maureen Manning 
• Jana & Bill McFarlane 
• Charlie & Helen Neuman 
In memory of Burt Friedman & Annie 
Shapiro London  
• Sandi & Kevin Phelan 
In memory of Albert Zimbler:  
May his memory be for a blessing & 
may you be comforted among the 
mourners of Zion & Jerusalem 
• Robin Lebow 

 

In memory of  Robert Levine 
• Chuck & Nancy Zimmerman 
 
CKI YOUTH FUND  
In honor of  Stew Levin & Dan Knopoff 
for all they do with musical shabbats 
• Liza Bachrach & Dan Marshall 
 

 
 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
• Michael Sue Jenefsky 
In memory of Oliver 
• Cory Fishman 
In memory of Marcy Tremmel’s step-
father & Rochelle’s grandfather 
• Sandy & Gene Lindow 
In memory of Bob Levine 
• Sherry Wiesman 
• In honor of Rabbi Margaret’s 

speedy recovery 
• Barb Edelstein 

 
CLARA WECHTER ED FUND 
To Sandi Phelan & family in memory 
 of her sister-in-law 
• Ken & Gale Jacoby 
To Barbara Levine in memory of Bob 
• Dick & Sue Johnson 
• Paul & Risa Cohen 
• Ken & Gale Jacoby 
To Jerry Levine in memory of Bob 
• Dick & Sue Johnson 
• Ken & Gale Jacoby 
To Ed & Tina Wolf, Congratulations 
on the birth of your granddaughter 
• Dick & Sue Johnson 
• Ron & Barb Razowsky 
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Aug 1 
11 AV  

Va’ethannan — Deu-

teronomy 3:23 -7:11 

Haftarah:  
Isaiah 40:1-26  

Aug 8 

18 Av  

Ekev — Deuteronomy 

7:12 - 11:25 

Haftarah:  
Isaiah 49:14 - 51:3  

Aug 15 
25 Av  

  

Re’eh —  

Deuteronomy 11:26 - 

16:17 

Haftarah:  
Isaiah 54:11 - 55:5  

Aug 22 
2 Elul  

  

Shof’tim —  

Deuteronomy 16:18 - 

21:9 

Haftarah:  
Isaiah 51:12 – 52:12  

Aug 29 
9 Elul   

Ki tetse  —  

Deuteronomy 21:10 - 

25:19 

Haftarah:  
Isaiah 54:1-10  

Parashat HaShavu’a: 
Weekly Torah Portions 

Click the button to find us on Face-
book 

Click the button to Donate or Pay 
Your Dues 

Stewart Levin Aug 1 

Aliyah Kravis Aug 2 

Shaun Bonner Aug 3 

Barbara Maring Aug 4 

Ethan Finn Aug 4 

Leah Schillmoeller Aug 6 

Robert Levine Aug 6 

Shane Bonner Aug 8 

David Schillmoeller Aug 9 

Norma Hass Aug 9 

Rachel Schillmoeller Aug 9 

Lacretia Schwartz Aug 12 

Rob Klein Aug 12 

Ilana Marczak Aug 13 

Stephen Tremmel Aug 16 

Aiden Rockwood Aug 20 

Jana McFarlane Aug 20 

Zach Schwartz Aug 21 

Dan Modes Aug 22 

Raviv Klionsky Aug 22 

Dan Knopoff Aug 24 

Simon Klein Aug 24 

Larry Rosenbaum Aug 25 

Michelle Gomberg Aug 27 

Paul Miller Aug 28 

Amy Klein Aug 30 

Keenan Newby Aug 31 

August Birthdays 

Jason & Miryoung Wenz Aug 1 

Edward & Tina Wolf Aug 7 

Cindy & Rich Placko Aug 13 

Heather & Dave Weiser Aug 14 

Myrna & Larry Rosenbaum Aug 15 

Judy Rubenstein & Michael 
Gantz Aug 17 

Eric-Jan M. Ginder & Lisa 
Wohl Aug 23 

Leonard & Laurie Winner Aug 25 

Henry & Ethel Schillmoeller Aug 30 

August Anniversaries 

https://www.facebook.com/ckielgin
http://www.ckielgin.org/donations--dues.html
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ONE CORONAVIRUS STORY AND A HOPEFUL ONE 

 

  

Researchers around the world have 
been puzzled by a deadly COVID-19 
complication. Swollen legs, rashes and 
sudden death are a result of large and 

small blood 
clots.  
 

More than 30 
percent of hos-
pitalized COVID-
19 patients 
suffer from 
blood clots 
which create 
lethal blockages 
in the lungs, 

kidneys, heart and brain.  Hadassah 
Prof. Abd Higazi, who heads the Division 
of Laboratories and Department of  
Clinical Biochemistry, has revealed the 
mechanism that causes them. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Higazi and colleagues published a  
seminal paper in the leading medical 
journal Blood about Alpha-defensin, a 
peptide (an amino-acid chain) also 
called cryptdins.  Higazi discovered that 
this peptide speeds up the creation of 
blood clots and prevents their disinte-
gration. This is crucial in understanding 
what was happening to COVID-19  
patients, because existing anticoagulant 
drugs don't impact Alpha-defensin. 

“We took blood samples from patients 
in Hadassah’s Outbreak Department 
and found a high concentration of Alpha
-defensin,” says Higazi. “The sicker the 
person, the higher the concentration of 
this peptide." 

Higazi and lab manager Suhair Abdeen 
are working on a new way to dissolve  

 

 

 
the blood clots. They are testing  
colchicine, an oral medication used for 
gout and Familial Mediterranean Fever. 
It has succeeded in reducing Alpha-
defensin levels and blood clots in mice. 
They are awaiting approval to begin 
human trials. 

Higazi believes if the drug works to  
reduce blood clots in COVID-19, it will 
vastly reduce the numbers of patients 
needing respirators. “These patients 
have numerous blood clots in their 
lungs, preventing normative blood 
flow,” he explains. “We can also give it 
to those with mild symptoms to prevent 
the development of blood clots.” 

Barbara Sofe, Israel Director of Public 
Relations and Communicataion 
Hadassah Offices in Israel, Jerusalem 

 
 

From Elgin's Chapter of HADASSAH 
       

It is with regret that we inform you that your hometown chapter of Hadassah will NOT 
be taking orders this year for plain or raisin round challahs to be delivered in time for 
Rosh Hashanah on Friday, September 18, 2020. After trying to set up our usual  
delivery routine, it became apparent that the logistics of delivery would be too com-
plicated, taking into account that the CKI building is unlikely to be open at that time. 
 
 It is our hope that the chapter will be able to take orders in 2021 and that you, our 
supporters, will look forward to placing those orders. In the interim, we would  
appreciate each of you recruiting another household to place an order in 2021 AND 
please think of HADASSAH when you have condolences to offer with a card, an  
occasion to celebrate, or want to make a donation to an organization that put millions 
into research on CoVid19 and into caring for CoVid19 patients in Israel. Israel thought 
so highly of HADASSAH that it asked our organization to take the lead in treatment 
and care of these seriously ill patients including delivering babies to CoVid19 positive 
mothers while isolated and in treatment. These mothers and babies were able to be 
together to begin the bonding process. 
       
Our wishes for your safety and well-being while we still remain separate, 
                

Nancy Zimmerman, Debbie & Earl Sternfeld, Robin Seigle, Carole Burstein,   
Barbara Maring  & Bob Kulefsky 
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Yahrzeits 

We recall with loving memory those whose yahrzeits are commemorated during the coming weeks, and those whose names are 
read in the Synagogue at Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services during the month of June.  It is appropriate for 
members of their families to be present when these names are read. 

There are two dates listed above on our yahrzeit list. 

The first is the actual date of the yahrzeit, and memo-

rial candles should be lit on the preceding  evening. 

The second are the days of the services at which the 

name is read. An asterisk after a name indicates that a 

plaque is affixed to the Memorial Tablet. 

 Kindle the Shabbat Candles and HAVDALAH Candles 

Fri July 31 7:55 pm Sat. Aug 1 9:03 pm 

Fri Aug 7 7:47 pm Sat  Aug 8 8:54 pm 

Fri Aug 14 7:38 pm Sat  Aug 15 8:45 pm 

Fri Aug 21 7:27pm Sat  Aug 22 8:34 pm 

Fri Aug 28 7:16 pm Sat. Aug 29 8:23 pm 

 NOTE: Shabbat ends 50 minutes after candle lighting time on Saturday 

Name 
Actual Date 
Observed Date of Service Name 

Actual Date 
Observed Date of Service 

Joseph Hillman Aug 8 Aug 7 & 8 Charles Theodore Levin Aug 26 Aug 21 & 22 

Max Hirsch Aug 10 Aug 7 & 8 Herman Loeb* Aug 26 Aug 21 & 22 

Simon C. Kaplan* Aug 11 Aug 7 & 8 Michael Meyerhoff Aug 26 Aug 21 & 22 

Harry Berman* Aug 12 Aug 7 & 8 Pierce Richberg* Aug 26 Aug 21 & 22 

Anna Shankerman* Aug 13 Aug 7 & 8 Miriam Zuckerman Aug 26 Aug 21 & 22 

Dorothy Fern Weiner Aug 13 Aug 7 & 8 Esther Raben Aug 28 Aug 21 & 22 

Ruth Hornung* Aug 14 Aug 7 & 8 Eve Rosenfeld* Aug 28 Aug 21 & 22 

Clarice Cutts Aug 15 Aug 14 & 15 Louis Kaplan* Aug 30 Aug 28 & 29 

Tillie Finger* Aug 15 Aug 14 & 15 Dora Eisner Mittledorf* Aug 30 Aug 28 & 29 

Morris Thomas Aug 15 Aug 14 & 15 Henry Lipofsky* Aug 31 Aug 28 & 29 

Kevin Burker Aug 17 Aug 14 & 15 Werner Tuteur* Aug 31 Aug 28 & 29 

Mecca Carpenter Aug 18 Aug 14 & 15 Bessie Lipofsky* Sep 1 Aug 28 & 29 

Dean Levin Aug 18 Aug 14 & 15 Sara B. Meyers* Sep 1 Aug 28 & 29 

Rose Marks* Aug 20 Aug 14 & 15 Gussie Tempkin Wohl* Sep 1 Aug 28 & 29 

Kate Pondel Aug 20 Aug 14 & 15 Dinah Fishman Sep 2 Aug 28 & 29 

Fania Chitman Aug 21 Aug 14 & 15 Morris Silins* Sep 2 Aug 28 & 29 

Dora Mariasis* Aug 21 Aug 14 & 15 Yetta Wolfinsohn Sep 2 Aug 28 & 29 

Sharon Mehr Aug 21 Aug 14 & 15 Elias Aron Sep 3 Aug 28 & 29 

Maureen (Renie) Poper* Aug 21 Aug 14 & 15 Irwin Chinskey Sep 3 Aug 28 & 29 

Rubin Raskin Aug 21 Aug 14 & 15 Dr. Nathan S. Fox* Sep 3 Aug 28 & 29 

Claire Robbins Aug 21 Aug 14 & 15 Dan Gombiner* Sep 3 Aug 28 & 29 

Leo Schaffner* Aug 22 Aug 21 & 22 William Joseph Gordon* Sep 4 Aug 28 & 29 

Esther Poper* Aug 23 Aug 21 & 22 Dan Wohl Mayshar* Sep 4 Aug 28 & 29 

Myrl Cohen Aug 24 Aug 21 & 22 Moses Miller Sep 4 Aug 28 & 29 

Rachel Rosenberg Aug 24 Aug 21 & 22 Gishe Beila Sherman Sep 4 Aug 28 & 29 

Myron Zuckerman Aug 24 Aug 21 & 22       
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Ritually Speaking 

I remember when “this all started.” My wife and I were 
talking with my doctor about taking precautions. We all 
decided we needed to be aware of how a virus spreads – 
but do the same things we would do to not catch flu. 
We’ve been doing that for about 5 years now – so it was 
sort of “business as usual” with a bit more vigor. Then, 
we kept following the daily, then hourly updates. New 
protocols – new requirements. And that was the last time 
my wife could be in the doctors’ office with me and the 
first time my doctors and nurses would meet with me in 
head-to-toe PPE. 
 

From a CKI perspective – leadership would talk, make a 
decision, then hear another announcement and have to 
decide if that last decision was still the correct one.  
 

Needless to say, it’s been complicated. So, we made  
another decision. This time about the High Holidays. 
About holding them virtually this year. It was hard and 
painful. And not everyone in the congregation might feel 
it was the right decision. I would love to be on the Bimah 
with the rest of the choir, to greet people in the  
sanctuary and to shake hands and share hugs. But that’s 
not going to happen this year. We can’t let this invasive 
virus win – we just have to find new ways to meet our 
spiritual needs. 
 

And we are. We’ve been worshiping virtually as a com-
munity both Friday night and Saturday morning holding 
services over Zoom. Saturday morning is sort of our “test 
environment.” We’d try some things – thinking about 
how that might work for the High Holidays way before 
“the decision” – and learn from what did and didn’t work. 
It was always in the back of our minds – sort of preparing 
for the worst – just in case.  
 

While the High Holiday services will be virtual – I’ve  
realized this is not the worst-case scenario. Worst-case 
would be not being able to worship together at all.  With 
that perspective, we are working on the plans to give you, 
our CKI community, the best experience we can. We will 
share more information as we get closer to the holidays.  
 

Want a taste of what on-line services feel like? Join us on 
Friday night or Saturday morning. Just click the link next 
time in the weekly email that you receive from the Rabbi 
and Risa. 
 

Stay Safe and Healthy, 
Dan Knopoff, CKI Ritual Chair 
cki.ritual@gmail.com 

Ritually Speaking Ritually Speaking 

         Rochelle preparing for her Bat Mitzvah via Zoom 

Torah School via Zoom 

mailto:cki.ritual@gmail.com
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From the Torah School 

Shalom- 

In Pirkei Avot 1:4 we studied “Let your house be a meeting place for Torah scholars... 
and you shall drink in their words with thirst.”  What does this mean?  In a recent 
teacher Zoom meeting, we discussed that this means to study at home with others and 
drink in their knowledge.   

I know this has been said, but we are living in unprecedented times. Our current  
situation was something we never imagined. I have never studied a case study similar 
to our current COVID 19 pandemic. 

As public schools are busy announcing their decisions about various models of safely 
returning to the classroom, as a synagogue community we have been involved in national 
and local Zoom calls, discussions, and trainings.  We aren't like a local school, we  
encompass 11 different school districts, yet we are a small supplemental religious 
school and can be flexible to meet your families' and children's individual needs. 

We will begin the school year with remote (Zoom) Torah School on Sunday mornings. 
We will re-evaluate our delivery method every month. The time will be spent with  
individual teachers as well as together for Ruach. We aren't sure what the exact  
timing should be. How long do you believe your child will be able to attend? (Please let 
Heather know your preference ASAP.)  

Hebrew Coaching for 4th grade and up will be on Zoom for 30 minutes a week with an 
individual Hebrew Coach. Rabbi and Heather will contact individual families to schedule 
individual family (with student) meetings in preparation for coaching. 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Tutoring- NEW this year! One session weekly with Rabbi to learn  
Torah portion, Haftarah portion, and Mitzvah project. One weekly session with a  
Hebrew Coach to review/learn prayers and Shabbat morning service. Shabbat morning 
service participation is STRONGLY encouraged! 

The first day of Zoom Torah School is Sunday, September 13. While our building is 
currently physically closed, Congregation Kneseth Israel’s Torah School is very much 
open and buzzing with excitement and knowledge! 

B'Shalom, 

Heather 



Be Part of the Annual 

Rosh Hashanah (New Year) 

Greeting Card! 

Do	you	enjoy	receiving	mail	that	isn’t	just	a	bill	or	advertising?	Most	of	us	do.	It’s	an	annual	
tradition	for	CKI	to	mail	New	Year’s	cards	to	members	for	just	that	reason!		

Right	now,	you	have	the	chance	to	participate	in	our	fundraiser	by	adding	your	name(s)	to	
our	greeting	card.	It	will	save	you	time,	effort	and	money	to	join	in	our	congregation’s	New	
Year’s	card	and	support	CKI.	That’s	what	we	call	a	Win-Win!	

For	a	small	donation,	we’ll	print	your	name(s)	inside	the	card.	Please	support	our	CKI	
community	by	helping	us	continue	with	this	yearly	tradition.	

Complete the form and return to CKI with donation by Friday, August 28. 

Select your signature format:	 How it will appear on the card:	
	______	Name	($8)	 Michael	Jones	
	______	Mr.	&	Mrs.	($18)	 Mr.	&	Mrs.	Michael	Jones,	OR	

Terry	&	Michael	Jones	
	______	Mr.	&	Mrs.	&	Family	($25)	 Terry	&	Michael	Jones	&	Family,	OR	

The	Jones	Family	

Name(s), as you’d like them to appear on the card:  

	________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Donation Enclosed:	$		_____________________					Donation by PayPal:	$		 _________________________	

Make check payable to: Congregation Kneseth Israel.	(Write	“CKI	NY	Card”	on	memo)	

Donate online:	through	CKI’s	donation	website	using	PayPal.	(Enter	“CKI	NY	Card”	in	
special	instructions)	

Questions? Contact	Peg	Lehman	at	847-741-5656	or	cki@ckielgin.com.	

Mail this order form and check payment to:	
Congregation	Kneseth	Israel,	330	Division	Street,	Elgin,	IL	60120	–	c/o	CKI	NY	Card	
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This distinctive 8-ounce jar of  

kosher honey arrives in time for the 

   Rosh Hashanah holiday, decorated 

 with a festive label, and includes a 

 personalized card reading 

      “L’Shana Tova—Wishing you a 

       Healthy and Happy New Year”. 

      This card also lets the recipients 

      know that a donation has been 

    made in their honor to: 

   Congregation Kneseth Israel 

  Your cost of each jar is $12.00 plus a $5.50 shipping 

 fee per jar. We will gladly mail orders outside the U. S. 

  for an additional fee. 

  To order honey go to: www.orthoney.com/CKI 

  or go to www.ckielgin.org, click on the honey link  

  and follow the step-by-step instructions.  

  Guaranteed delivery by Rosh Hashanah for 

  orders placed before August 21st. 

Karen Bender 

akbender1@gmail.com 

847 651-3209 

Tina Wolf 

Ewolf59@comcast.net 

630 377-1287 

Send the Sweetest 
Rosh Hashanah  
Greetings 

What better 

way to wish 

family, friends 

and business 

associates a 

“Sweet and 

Healthy New 

Year” than 

sending 

honey? 

For more information or to 

place a paper order contact: 

Congregation Kneseth 
 Israel 

HONEY  
FUNDRAISER 
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The new and improved “Fundability” is ready and waiting for YOU! 

Did you know you can shop from home and CKI can get the profit? We have had a program for over 25 

years, but in the last couple of years it has been forgotten. However, SHOPPING NOW IS EASY. You can get 

your script IMMEDIATELY.  You can PAY ONLINE.  You do NOT have to mail in an order.  You do NOT have 

to meet a deadline or wait for your script to be mailed to you.  In the time of a pandemic, WE ARE ALL 

SHOPPING FROM HOME.  As you shop, PLEASE USE THE SCRIPT PROGRAM AND HELP CKI. 

Get your Amazon script from Fundability, then use Amazon smile, and CKI benefits TWICE! 

Target, CVS, Walgreens, Walmart, Home Depot, and many others have ecards.  Ecards are designated by 

an “E” in the Card Type on the list of vendors. Your script arrives by email within minutes of your order. 

You can shop WITHIN MINUTES.   Here is a step-by-step guide: 

1. LOG ONTO SHOPWITHSCRIPT: https://

shop.shopwithscrip.com/

2. SET UP AN ACCOUNT. BE SURE TO INDICATE PROFITS
GO TO CONGREGATION KNESETH ISRAEL, ELGIN, IL

3. CLICK ON SHOP. Stores are listed alphabetically.

4. SELECT YOUR STORE.

5. BE SURE YOU SELECT AN E-CARD NOT A GIFT CARD.
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New Fundability Continued 
 

6. SHOP AND PUT ITEMS IN YOUR CART. 

7.  WHEN FINISHED, GO TO CART. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.  SELECT PAYMENT TYPE: CREDIT CARD OR 

BANK ACCOUNT.  

DO NOT SELECT CHECK TO CO-ORDINATOR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.  AFTER YOU GIVE YOUR PAYMENT IFORMATION, 

YOU WILL GET AN EMAIL WHEN YOUR ECARDS 

ARE READY, JUST FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS IN 

THE EMAIL TO PRINT OUT YOUR ECARDS. 

 

 

10.  IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM OR A QUESTION, PLEASE CONTACT DICK JOHNSON, 847-312-2507 
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How to Create a Virtual Background on Zoom 

Over the past few months in our Zoom services and meetings, participants have asked me, Robin Coyne, how I 

came up with my various backgrounds.  It is through the magic of a Zoom feature called Virtual Background.  Note: 

some older devices do not support Virtual Backgrounds, so if it doesn’t work, it’s the device, not you.  Here are step 

by step instructions:

1. Open the Zoom App.

2. In the top right-hand corner, you should find a small gear, which is Settings.  Click the gear and Settings Menu

should open.  Click Virtual Background in the middle of the menu.

3. Click on the virtual background provided or click the + sign to add your own backgrounds.  You will be able to

add your own image or video

4. This will take you to your files, where you can choose a saved photo to use as your Virtual Background, just

click on the one that you want, and you are all set!
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Here are some of my favorite pictures, that you are free to copy.  ~ Robin Coyne 
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Aug 1 Shabbat Service Zoom 9:30 AM 
Aug 15 

Ha Kol Submissions Due 

Aug 4 Java & Jews Zoom 9:00 AM Shabbat Bat Mitzvah Service Zoom 9:30 AM 

Aug 5 
Adult Intermediate Hebrew Zoom 5:30 PM Aug 18 CKI Book Club Zoom 7:00 PM 

Intro to Judaism Zoom 7:30 PM 

Aug 19 

Rosh Hodosh Elul 

Aug 6 Torah Study Zoom 4:00 PM Adult Intermediate Hebrew Zoom 5:30 PM 

Aug 7 Musical Shabbat Service Zoom 5:30 PM Intro to Judaism Zoom 7:30 PM 

Aug 8 Shabbat Service Zoom 9:30 AM Aug 20 Torah Study Zoom 4:00 PM 

Aug 11 Board Meeting Zoom 7:00 PM Aug 21 Musical Shabbat Service Zoom 5:30 PM 

Aug 12 
Adult Intermediate Hebrew Zoom 5:30 PM Aug 22 Shabbat Service Zoom 9:30 AM 

Intro to Judaism Zoom 7:30 PM Aug 26 Intro to Judaism Zoom 7:30 PM 

Aug 13 Torah Study Zoom 4:00 PM Aug 27 Torah Study Zoom 4:00 PM 

Aug 14 
Pick Up Bat Mitzvah Treats 3:00 PM Aug 28 Shabbat Service Zoom 5:30 PM 

Shabbat Service Zoom 5:30 PM Aug 29 Shabbat Service Zoom 9:30 AM 

August 2020  Shabbat Services: Fridays @ 5:30 PM, Saturdays @ 9:30 




